
Professor Philip J. Stern      Email: stern@american.edu 
Office:131 Battelle        Office Hours: T, 3:30-5:30, W., 2-5, 
Phone: x 2418          or by email/appoint. 
 

HIST 637 
Graduate Seminar: Britain and India, 1600-1947 

Spring 2008, Wednesdays 5:30-8 pm 
 
This graduate seminar examines the development of the relationship between Britain and South 
Asia from earliest contacts to the end of formal British rule in India.  This course should not be 
approached as a course on South Asia or Britain per se, but about the historical and 
historiographical intersections of the two over the course of the development of the British 
Empire in India.  More exhaustive than suggestive, this course will engage with issues such as 
the nature of the early English East India CompanyÕs engagement with Asia, the origins and 
development of the CompanyÕs territorial power in South Asia in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, the rebellion of 1857, the cultural, social, economic, intellectual, and political impact 
of empire in both India and in Victorian Britain, and the rise of nationalism, partition and 
independence in the wake of the world wars.  
 

Course Reading 
 
Through the semester we will read (roughly) a monograph and several articles or book chapters 
per week.  I have made many of these books available for purchase, though, since it is a rather 
lengthy list, feel free to consult with me if you need to budget your purchases.  All books will 
also be made available on 2-hour reserve at the library.   
 
Books Available for Purchase 
Miles Ogborn, Indian Ink: Script and Print in the Making of the English East India Company 

(Chicago, 1997) 9780226620411 
Robert Travers, Ideology and Empire in Eighteenth-Century India: The British in Bengal, 

(Cambridge, 2007) 978-0521050036 
P.J. Marshall, The Making and Unmaking of Empires: Britain, India, and America c. 1750-1783 

(Oxford, 2005) 9780199226665 
Nicholas Dirks, Scandal of Empire: India and the Creation of Imperial Britain (Harvard, 2006) 

0674021665 
Lata Mani, Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India (California, 1998) 

0520214072 
Durba Ghosh, Sex and the Family in Colonial India: The Making of Empire (Cambridge, 2006) 

9780521673792 
Nicholas Dirks, Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India (Princeton, 2001)  

0691088950 
Tom Metcalf, Imperial Connections: India and the Indian Ocean Arena, 1860-1920 (California, 

2007) 0520249461 
Michael Fisher, Counterflows to Colonialism: Indian Travellers and Settlers in Britain, 1600-

1857 (Orient Longman, 2004) 8178241544 



Mrinalani Sinha, Specters of Mother India: The Global Restructuring of an Empire (Duke, 2006) 
0822337959 

Mohandas Gandhi, Hind Swaraj and Other Writings, ed. Anthony J. Parel (Cambridge, 1997) 
0521574315 

C.A. Bayly and Tim Harper, Forgotten Armies: The Fall of British Asia, 1941-1945 (Harvard, 
2006) 067402219X 

 
Recommended for purchase 
Bernard Cohn, Colonialism and its Forms of Knowledge: The British in India (Princeton, 1996) 

0691000433 
Partha Chatterjee, The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories 

(Princeton, 1993) 0691019436 
Barbara Metcalf and Tom Metcalf, Concise History of Modern India (Cambridge, 2006) 

0521639743 
 

Requirements 
 

(1) Three Analytical Reading Responses (no more than 500 words, 10%).  Short 
description, analysis and synthesis the weekÕs readings.  May be written on course 
meetings of the studentÕs choice, though everyone must write one for class on 23 
January.  Response papers are due by noon on the day the class is to discuss the 
readings, and will be accepted by email. 

(2) Critical Book Review Essay (1500-1700 words, 20%).  A book and historiographical 
review essay on a book of your choice, in conjunction with ongoing final project.  You 
may include class readings in your historiographical review, but the central work must be 
a book drawn from outside the syllabus.  Review should also include a preliminary 
bibliography for your final paper. 

(3) Final Research or Historiographical Paper (approx. 5000-6000 words, 30%).  
Students should choose a topic in consultation with the instructor, but one that both 
matches the themes of the course as well as an individually tailored research agenda.  

(4) Seminar Presentation, Participation, and Attendance (40%) 
Each week one student will prepare several discussion questions based on the week’s 
readings.  These questions are designed to synthesize the themes for the week, discern 
patterns and comparisons, expose weaknesses, and stimulate conversation.  Questions 
(each of which can be as short as a few lines or as long as a couple of paragraphs) should 
be distributed electronically at least 24 hours prior to the seminar meeting (i.e., by 5 pm 
on Tuesday) via blackboard. Discussants will then be prepared to lead part of the 
conversation during the course meeting. 

 
Class Policies 

Late Papers: All work, unless otherwise noted, are due at the beginning of class on the day 
assigned.  Late papers and assignments will be penalized 1/3 of a grade for every day (beginning 
at the start time of class) they are late (i.e. a paper due on 2 pm on Tuesday earning a B+ will 
receive a B if turned in on Wednesday by 2 pm, a B- on Thursday, etc.), unless an extension is 
approved well in advance of a deadline.  Exceptions and extensions are entirely at the 
instructorÕs discretion. Assignments will also be penalized 1/3 grade if you are absent from class 



on the day the assignment is due, unless a legitimate excuse (at the instructorÕs discretion) is 
provided for the absence, well in advance of class. 
 
Email attachments: NO course Assignments will be accepted by email attachment without prior 
approval, with legitimate reason, and at the instructorÕs discretion.  Emailed papers are 
considered late until a Òhard copyÓ is submitted.  Analytical response papers are an exception to 
this rule. 
 
Syllabus: This syllabus is a guideline and agenda for the assignments, lectures, and readings for 
this course.  For the most part, we will stick to this schedule, but the instructor reserves the right 
to make any revisions or alterations as the semester progresses.  Such changes will never be a 
surprise, and will distributed with more than adequate advance notice.  This allows the class to 
avoid rigidity, to develop and adapt in consultation with the studentsÕ interests and needs. 
 
Student Services If you experience difficulty in this course for any reason, please don’t hesitate 
to consult with me; my door is always open.  In addition to the resources of the department, a 
wide range of services is available to support you in your efforts to meet the course 
requirements.  The Academic Support Center (x3360, MGC 243) offers study skills workshops, 
individual instruction, tutor  referrals, and services for students with learning disabilities.  
Writing support is available in the ASC Writing Lab or in the Writing Center, Battelle 228.  The 
Counseling Center (x3500, MGC 214) offers counseling and consultations regarding personal 
concerns, self-help information, and connections to off   v-campus mental health resources.  
Disability Support Services (x3315, MGC 206) offers technical and practical support and 
assistance with accommodations for students with physical or psychological disabilities.  If you 
have a disability and might require accommodations in this course, please notify me with a letter 
from DSS or ASC early in the semester so that we can make arrangements to address your needs. 
 

Course Schedule 
 

Week One: 16 Jan  Contexts: Empire and the State 
Antoinette Burton, “Who Needs the Nation?  Interrogating ‘British’ History,” in Hall, ed., 

Cultures of Empire: A Reader (Routledge, 2000). 
Kathleen Wilson, “Introduction,” in Wilson, ed, A New Imperial History: Culture, Identity, and 

Modernity in Britain and the Empire, 1660-1840 (Cambridge, 2004). 
Richard Price, “One Big Thing: Britain, its Empire, and Their Imperial Culture,” Journal of British 

Studies (July 2006) 
A.G. Hopkins, ÒBack to the Future: From National History to Imperial HistoryÓ Past and 

Present (Aug 1999). 
 
Week Two: 23 Jan  First Contacts: Trade, Politics, and Early Modern Empire 
Miles Ogborn, Indian Ink  
Andrew Mackillop, ÒAccessing Empire: Scotland, Europe, Britain, and the Asia Trade, 1765- 

c.1750,Ó Itinerario 29, 3 (2005).  
Sudipta Sen, Empire of Free Trade: The East India Company and the Making of the Colonial 

Marketplace, chaps. 1-2. 
First Analytical Response Paper Due 
 



Week Three: 30 Jan  Property, Ideology, and Empire 
Robert Travers, Ideology and Empire in Eighteenth-Century India 
Ranajit Guha, ÒIntroductionÓ and ÒThe Plan of 1776Ó (chapter 4) in A Rule of Property for 

Bengal: An Essay on the Idea of Permanent Settlement (1981, repr. Duke, 1996) 
Martha McLaren, ÒPhilosophical History and the Ideology of the Company State: The Historical 

Works of John Malcolm and Mountstuart Elphinstone,Ó Indo-British Review 21 (1993). 
 
Week Four: 6 Feb   Imperial Transformations: Britain, India, and America 
P.J. Marshall, The Making and Unmaking of Empires  
H.V. Bowen, ÒBritish Conceptions of Global Empire, 1756-1783,Ó Journal of Imperial and 

Commonwealth History 26, 3 (1998). 
 
Week Five: 13 Feb  An Imperial Scandal? India at Home in the 18th Century 
Nicholas Dirks, Scandal of Empire  
P.J. Marshall, ÒA Free Though Conquering People: Britain and Asia in the Eighteenth CenturyÓ 

(Inaugural Lecture, KingÕs College, 1981) reprinted in Marshall, A Free Though 
Conquering People: Eighteenth-Century Britain and Its Empire (Ashgate, 2003). 

Philip Lawson, ÒÕOur Execrable BandittiÕ: Perceptions of Nabobs in Mid-Eighteenth-Century 
Britain,Ó Albion 16 (1984). 

 
Recommended:  H.V. Bowen, ÒBritish India, 1765-1813: The Metropolitan Context,Ó in 

Marshall, ed., Oxford History of the British Empire, Vol II: The Eighteenth Century 
(Oxford, 1998). 

 
Week Six: 20 Feb  Law, Space, and the Making of a Colonial Regime 
Lata Mani, Contentious Traditions  
Radhika Singha, ÒÕProvidential Circumstances: The Thuggee Campaign of the 1830s and Legal 

Innovation,Ó Modern Asian Studies 27, 1 (1993). 
Cohn, ÒLaw and the Colonial State in India,Ó in Cohn, Colonialism and its Forms of Knowledge 
Matthew Edney, ÒBringing India to Hand: Mapping an Empire, Denying Space,Ó in Nussbaum, 

ed., The Global Eighteenth Century (Johns Hopkins, 2003). 
 
Week Seven: 27 Feb  Britons in India, Indians in Britain 
Michael Fisher, Counterflows to Colonialism  
Kate Teltscher, ÒThe Shampooing Surgeon and the Persian Prince: Two Indians in Early 

Nineteenth-Century BritainÓ Interventions 2, 3 (2000).  
Antoinette Burton, ÒÕMaking a Spectacle of EmpireÕ: Indian Travelers in Fin-de-Di•cle 

London,Ó History Workshop Journal 42 (1996). 
 
Week Eight: 5 March  Mutiny, Rebellion, or War of Independence?: 1857 
Rudrangshu Mukherjee, ÒÕSatan Let Loose Upon EarthÕ: The Kanpur massacres in India in the 

Revolt of 1857,Ó Past and Present 128 (1990) 
Tapti Roy, ÒVisions of the Rebels: A Study of 1857 in Bundelkhand,Ó Modern Asian Studies 27, 

1 (1993) 
Alison Blunt, ÒEmbodying War: British Women and Domestic Defilement in the Indian 

ÔMutiny,Õ 1857-8,Ó Journal of Historical Geography 26, 3 (2000) 



Heather Streets, ÒThe Rebellion of 1857: Origins, Consequences, and Themes,Ó Teaching South 
Asia: An Internet Journal of Pedagogy, 1, 1 (2001). 

 
Book Review Essay and Annotated Bibliography Due 
 
Week Nine: 12 March Spring Break 
 
Week Ten: 19 March    Colonial Knowledge(s) 
Nicholas Dirks, Castes of Mind  
Bernard Cohn, ÒThe Command of Language and the Language of Command,Ó in Cohn, 

Colonialism and its Forms of Knowledge. 
David Arnold, ÒThe Colonial Prison: Power, Knowledge and Penology in Nineteenth-Century 

India,Ó  in David Arnold and David Hardiman, eds., Subaltern Studies VIII (Oxford, 
1994) 

 
Week Eleven: 26 March Sex, Race, and Empire 
Durba Ghosh, Sex and the Family in Colonial India  
Elizabeth Buettner, Empire Families: Britons in Late Imperial India, selections TBA. 
Mrinalini Sinha, ÒÕChathams, Pitts, and Gladstones in PetticoatsÓ: The Politics of Gender and 

Race in the Ilbert Bill Controversy, 1883-1884,Ó in Chaudhuri and Strobel, eds., Western 
Women and Imperialism: Complicity and Resistance (Indiana, 1992). 

 
Week Twelve: 2 April  The Imperial System and the Indian Ocean 
Thomas Metcalf, Imperial Connections  
Sugata Bose, ÒSpace and Time on the Indian Ocean Rim,Ó chapter one in Bose, A Hundred 

Horizons: The Indian Ocean in the Age of Global Empire (Harvard, 2006) 
 

Week Thirteen: 9 April  Problems of Empire, I 
Mrinalani Sinha, Specters of Mother India  
Antoinette Burton, ÒThe White WomanÕs Burden: British Feminists and the ÔIndian Woman,Õ 

1865-1915,Ó in Chaudhuri and Strobel, eds., Western Women and Imperialism: 
Complicity and Resistance (Indiana, 1992). 

Partha Chatterjee, The Nation and Its Fragments, selection TBA. 
 
Week Fourteen: 16 April  Problems of Empire, II 
Mohandas Gandhi, Hind Swaraj and Other Writings 
Partha Chatterjee, The Nation and Its Fragments, selection TBA. 
Lloyd and Susan Hoeber Rudolph, ÒPostmodern Gandhi,Ó in Rudolph and Rudolph, Postmodern 

Gandhi and Other Essays: Gandhi in the World and at Home (Chicago, 2006). 
 
Week Fifteen: 23 April  The End of Empire 
C.A. Bayly and Tim Harper, Forgotten Armies  
Gyanendra Pandey, ÒBy way of introductionÓ and ÒThe Three Partitions of 1947,Ó chapters 1-2 

in Remembering Partition: Violence, Nationalism and History in India (Cambridge, 
2001) 



Ayesha Jalal and Anil Seal, ÒAlternative to Partition: Muslim Politics Between the Wars,Ó 
Modern Asian Studies 15, 3 (1981) 

 
Recommended: 
Robin Moore, ÒIndia in the 1940sÓ and Ian Talbot, ÒPakistanÕs Emergence,Ó in Winks, ed., 

Oxford History of the British Empire V, Historiography (Oxford, 1998) 
 
Final Paper due 5 pm, Wednesday, 30 April 2008 
 

Schedule of Assignments 
 

1 Analytical reading response 23 January, noon 
2 Analytical reading responses Weeks of your choice, noon 
Book Review Essay and Bibliography 5 March, in class 
Final Paper 30 April, 5 pm 


