Professor Philip J. Stern Email: stern@american.edu
Office:131 Battelle Office Hours: T, 3:30-5:30, W., 2-5,
Phone: x 2418 or by email/appoint.

HIST 637
Graduate Seminar: Britain and India, 1600-1947
Spring 2008, Wednesdays 5:30-8 pm

This graduae seminar examines the development of therelationship between Britain and South
Asiafrom earliest contacts to theend of formal British rulein India. This course should notbe
approached as a course on South Asia or Britain per se, but about the historical and
historiographical intersectionsof thetwo over the course of the development of the British
EmpireinIndia More exhaugive than suggestive, this course will engage with issues such as
the naure of the early English East Inda Company(® engagyement with Asia, theoriginsand
development of the Company@ territorial power in South Asiain the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, therebdlion of 1857,the cultural, sodal, economc, intellectud, and political impact
of empirein both Indiaandin Victorian Britain, and therise of naiondism, partitionand
independence in thewake of theworld wars.

Course Reading

Throughthe semester we will read (roughly) amonograph and several articles or book chapters
per week. | have made many of these booksavailable for purchase, though sinceitisarathe
lengthy list, feel free to conault with meif you need to budge your purchases. All bookswill
also bemade available on 2-hou reserve at thelibrary.

BooksAvailable for Purchase

Miles Ogbom, IndianInk Saipt andPrintin the Making of the English Eag India Company
(Chicago, 1997)9780226620411

Robet Travers, Ideology and Empire in Eighteenth-Century India: TheBritish in Bengal,
(Cambridge 2007 9780521050036

P.J. Marshdl, The Making and Unmaking of Empires. Britain, Inda, and Americac. 17501783
(Oxford, 2005)9780199226665

Nicholas Dirks, Sandalof Empire: India andthe Creation of Imperial Britain (Harvard, 2009
0674021665

Lata Mani, ContentiousTraditions The Debate on Sat in Colonial India (California, 1998)
0520214072

DurbaGhodh, Sex andthe Family in Colonial Inda: The Making of Empire (Cambridge 2006)
9780521673792

Nicholas Dirks, Cages of Mind: Colonialism andthe Making of Moden India (Princeton, 2001)
0691088950

Tom Metcalf, Imperial Connections India andthelndian Ocean Arena, 18601920(California,
2007)0520249461

Michael Fisher, Counterflows to Colonialism: Indian Travellers and Setlersin Britain, 1600
1857 (Crient Longman, 2004)8178241544




Mrindani Sinha Specters of Mother India: The Global Restructuring of an Empire (Duke, 2006)
0822337959

Mohandas Gandhi, Hind Swaraj and Other Writings ed. AnthonyJ. Parel (Cambridge 1997
0521574315

C.A. Bayly and Tim Harper, Forgotten Armies: The Fall of British Asia, 19411945(Harvard,
2006)067402219X

Recommendd for purchase

Bernad Cohn, Colonialism andits Forms of Knowledge TheBritish in India (Princeton, 1996)
0691000433

Partha Chdterjee, The Nation andlts Fragnments: Colonial and Pogcolonial Histories
(Princeton, 1993)0691019436

BarbaaMetcalf and Tom Metcalf, Condse History of Moden India (Cambridge 2006
0521639743

Requirements

(1) Three Analytical Reading Responses (no more than 500 words, 10%). Short
description, andysis and synthesis the week@ readings May bewritten on course
meetingsof the student@ choice, thougheveryone must write onefor class on 23
January. Respon pgers are dueby noon onthe day theclassisto discussthe
readings and will be accepted by email.

(2) Critical Book Review Essay (1500-1700 words, 20%). A bookand historiographical
review essay on abookof your choice, in conjundionwith ongongfind project. You
may indudeclass readingsin your historiographical review, but the central work mug be
abookdrawn fromoutsidethe syllabus Review should also indudea preliminary
bibliography for yourfind paper.

(3) Final Research or Historiographical Pape (approx. 5000-6000 words, 30%).
Students should choos atopic in conaultation with theingructor, butonetha both
matches the themes of the course as well as an individudly tailored research agenda

(4) Seminar Presentation, Participation, and Attendance (40%)

Each week one student will prepare several discussion questions based on the week’s
readings. These questions are designed to synthesize the themes for the week, discern
patterns and comparisons, expose weaknesses, and stimulate conversation. Questions
(each of which can be as short as a few lines or as long as a couple of paragraphs) should
be distributed electronically at least 24 hours prior to the seminar meeting (i.e., by 5§ pm
on Tuesday) via blackboard. Discussants will then be prepared to lead part of the
conversation during the course meeting.

Class Policies
Late Papeas: All work, unless otherwise noted, are dueat thebeginning of class ontheday
assigneal. Late pgpersandassignmentswill bependized 1/3 of agradefor every day (beginning
at the start time of class) they are late (i.e. apgpe dueon 2 pmon Tuesday earning aB+ will
receive aB if turned in on Wednesday by 2 pm, aB- on Thursday, etc.), unless an extensonis
approved well in advance of adeadline Exceptions and extensonsare entirely at the
ingructor® discretion. Assignments will also be pendized 1/3 grade if you are absent from class



ontheday theassignment is due unless alegitimate excuse (at theingructor@ discretion)is
provided for theabsence, well in advance of class.

Email attachments: NO course Assignments will be accepted by email attachment withoutprior
approvd, with legitimate reason, and at theingructor@ discretion. Emailed papersare
congdeed late until a Ghard copyQO's submitted. Andytical respons pgoers are an exception to
thisrule.

Syllabus This syllabusis a guiddineand agendafor the assgnments, lectures, and readingsfor
thiscourse. For themog pat, we will stick to this schedule, buttheingructor reserves theright
to make any revisionsor aterationsas the semester progresses. Such changes will never bea
surprise, and will distributed with more than adequate advance notice. Thisalowstheclassto
avoid rigidity, to develop and adapt in consultation with the studentsGinterests and needs

Student Services If you experience difficulty in this course for any reason, please don’t hesitate
to consult with me; my door is always open. In addition to the resources of the department, a
wide range of services is available to support you in your efforts to meet the course
requirements. The Academic Support Center (x3360, MGC 243) offers study skills workshops,
individual instruction, tutor referrals, and services for students with learning disabilities.
Writing support is available in the ASC Writing Lab or in the Writing Center, Battelle 228. The
Counseling Center (x3500, MGC 214) offers counseling and consultations regarding personal
concerns, self-help information, and connections to off v-campus mental health resources.
Disability Support Services (x3315, MGC 206) offers technical and practical support and
assistance with accommodations for students with physical or psychological disabilities. If you
have a disability and might require accommodations in this course, please notify me with a letter
from DSS or ASC early in the semester so that we can make arrangements to address your needs.

Course Schedule

Week One: 16 Jan Contexts: Empire and the State

Antoinette Burton, “Who Needs the Nation? Interrogating ‘British’ History,” in Hall, ed.,
Cultures of Empire: A Reader (Routledge, 2000).

Kathleen Wilson, “Introduction,” in Wilson, ed, A New Imperial History: Culture, ldentity, and
Modernity in Britain and the Empire, 1660-1840 (Cambridge, 2004).

Richard Price, “One Big Thing: Britain, its Empire, and Their Imperial Culture,” Journal of British

Studies (July 2006) )

A.G. Hopkins (Back to theFuture: From Nationd History to Imperial HistoryOPag and
Present (Aug 1999)

Week Two: 23 Jan First Contacts: Trade, Politics, and Early Modern Empire

Miles Ogbom, Indian Ink

Andrew Mackillop, QA\ccessing Empire: Scotland, Europg Britain, and the Asia Trade, 1765
c.17500lItinerario 29, 3 (2005)

Sudipta Sen, Empire of Free Trade TheEad India ConmpanyandtheMaking of the Colonial
Marketplace, chaps 1-2.

First Analytical Response Papea Due



Week Three: 30 Jan Property, Ideology, and Empire

Robet Travers, Ideology and Empire in Eighteenth-Century India

Rangit Guha OntrodudionGand OrhePlan of 17760(chapter 4) in A Rule of Proparty for
Bengal: An Essay ontheldea of Permanent Sdtlement (1981,repr. Duke, 1996)

MarthaMcL aren, GPhilosophical History and the ldeology of the Company State: The Historical
Works of JohnMalcolm and Mountstuart ElphingoneOlndo-British Review 21 (1993)

Week Four: 6 Feb Imperial Transformations: Britain, India, and America

P.J. Marshdl, The Making and Unmaking of Empires

H.V. Bowen, British Conaeptionsof Globd Empire, 1756 17830Joumal of Imperial and
Commonwealth History 26, 3 (1998)

Week Five: 13 Feb An Imperial Scandal? India at Home in the 18" Century

Nicholas Dirks, Sandal of Empire

P.J. Marshdl, O\ Free ThoughConqueing People: Britain and Asiain the Eighteenth CenturyO
(Inaugural Lecture, King® College, 1981)reprinted in Marshdl, A Free Though
Conqueing People: Eighteenth-Century Britain and Its Empire (Ashgae, 2003)

Philip Lawson, Gur Execrable Banditti® Perceptionsof Nabobsin Mid-Eighteenth-Century
Britain,OAlbion 16 (1984)

Recommended: H.V. Bowen, (British India, 17651813: The Metropolitan Context,Oin
Marshdl, ed., Oxford History of the British Empire, Vol I1: The Eighteenth Century
(Oxford, 1998)

Week Six: 20 Feb Law, Space, and the Making of a Colonial Regime

Lata Mani, ContentiousTraditions

Radhika Singhg GProvidentia Circumstances; The Thugges Campaign of the 1830sand Legd
Innovaion OModen Asian Sudies 27, 1 (1993)

Cohn, @.aw and the Colonial State in India,Gin Cohn, Colonialism andits Forms of Knowledge

Matthew Edney, GBringing Indiato Hand: Mapping an Empire, Denying Space,Oin Nussbaum,
ed., The Global Eighteenth Century (JohnsHopkins, 2003)

Week Seven: 27 Feb Britons in India, Indians in Britain

Michael Fisher, Counterflows to Colonialism

Kate Teltscher, Orhe Shampooing Surgeon and the Persian Prince: Two Indiansin Early
Nineteenth-Century BritainOlnterventions2, 3 (2000).

Antoinette Burton, GMaking a Spectacle of EmpireQ Indian Travelersin Fin-de-Discle
LondonOHistory Workshop Journal 42 (1996.

Week Eight: 5 March Mutiny, Rebellion, or War of Independence?: 1857

Rudrangshu Mukhejee, (atan Let Loose UponEarth®@ The Kanpu massacres in Indiain the
Revolt of 18570Pag and Present 128(1990)

Tapti Roy, O/isionsof the Rebds: A Study of 1857 in Bundekhand OModen Asian Sudies 27,
1(1993)

Alison Blunt, GEmbodying War: British Women and Domestic Defilement in the Indian
Mutiny,01857-8,0Joumal of Historical Geography26, 3 (2000




Heather Streets, Orhe Rebdlion of 1857:0rigins Consequences, and Themes,OTeaching Souh
Asia: An Interng Joumnal of Pedagogy 1, 1 (2001)

Book Review Essay and Annotated Bibliography Due

Week Nine: 12 March Spring Break

Week Ten: 19 March Colonial Knowledge(s)

Nicholas Dirks, Cages of Mind

Bernard Cohn, Orhe Command of Language and the L anguaye of Command Oin Cohn,
Colonialism andits Forms of Knowledge

David Arnold, Orhe Colonial Prison: Power, Knowledgeand Penology in Nineteenth-Century
India,O in David Arnold and David Hardiman, eds, Subatern Sudies VIII (Oxford,
1994)

Week Eleven: 26 March Sex, Race, and Empire

DurbaGhodh, Sex andthe Family in Colonial Inda

Elizabeth Buettner, Empire Families: Britonsin Late Imperial India, selectionsTBA.

Mrindini Sinha GiChathams, Pitts, and Gladstones in PetticoasQ ThePolitics of Gende and
Race in thellbet Bill Controversy, 188318840in Chaudhui and Strobd, eds, Western
Women and Imperialism: Conplicity and Resistance (Indiana 1992)

Week Twelve: 2 April The Imperial System and the Indian Ocean

Thomes Metcaf, Imperial Connections

Sugaa Bose, (Bpace and Time on the Indian Ocean Rim,Ochapter onein Bose, A Hundred
Horizons Thelndian Oceanin the Age of Globd Empire (Harvard, 2006)

Week Thirteen: 9 April Problems of Empire, 1

Mrindani Sinhg Joecters of Mother India

Antoinette Burton, Orhe White Woman@® Burden: British Feminists and the @ndian Woman,O
186519150in Chaudhuii and Strobd, eds, Western Women and Imperialism:
Conmplicity and Resistance (Indiana 1992)

ParthaChdterjee, The Nation andlts Fragments, selection TBA.

Week Fourteen: 16 April Problems of Empire, 11

Mohandas Gandhi, Hind Swaraj and Other Writings

Partha Chdterjee, The Nation andlts Fragnments, selection TBA.

Lloyd and Susan Hoeber Rudolph, GPogmoden Gandhi,Oin Rudolph and Rudolph, Pogmoden
Gandhiand Othe Essays: Gandhiin theWorld and at Home (Chicago, 2006)

Week Fifteen: 23 April The End of Empire

C.A. Bayly and Tim Harper, Forgotten Armies

Gyanendra Pandey, By way of introdudionQand Orhe Three Partitionsof 1947Ochapters 1-2
in Remembering Partition: Violence, NationalismandHistory in India (Cambridge
2001)




AyeshaJda and Anil Seal, Q\lterndive to Partition: Mudim Politics Between the Wars,O
Moden Asan Sudies 15,3 (1981)

Recommended: ) . N )

Robin Moore, Ondiain the 19409and lan Talbot, GPakistan@ Emergence,Oin Winks ed.,
Oxford History of the British Empire V, Historiography(Oxford, 1998

Final Pape due 5 pm, Wednesday, 30 April 2008

Schedule of Assignments

1 Analytical reading response 23 January, noon
2 Analytical reading responses Weeks of your choice, noon
Book Review Essay and Bibliography 5 March, in class

Final Paper 30 April, 5 pm



