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making plans for alumni weekend

All-Alumni Party
Friday, October 23, 8 p.m.
Ireland’s Four Fields, 3412 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Call your friends, tweet your classmates, and let everyone on 
Facebook know that the place to be on Friday night is the all-alumni 
party at Ireland’s Four Fields in Cleveland Park. The party starts at 
8 p.m. and ends when Frank kicks us out.

Family Picnic
Saturday, October 24, Noon
Friedheim Quadrangle
Pack up the kids and head to campus for the fi nest in picnic fare! 
Hang out with Clawed Z. Eagle, dance to live music, and go on an 
AU scavenger hunt for cool prizes. 

Port and Politics Reception
Saturday, October 24, 6 p.m.
Katzen Arts Center, Kreeger Lobby
Get dressed up for this fun all-alumni reception featuring lots of 
sweet and savory snacks and beverages you once had to sneak onto 
campus. Part of this event honors our 2009 alumni award winners, 
so come out and show your support.

alumni weekend’s all-american events

�Q travel and accommodations
 Please visit our Web site at www.american.edu/alumni/

alumniweekend/schedule.cfm to learn more about hotel 
and travel deals available to alumni returning to AU for 
Alumni Weekend.

�Q parking
 Visitor parking is available in the Nebraska Avenue commuter 

lot at the intersection of Nebraska and New Mexico Avenues, 
N.W., and in the Katzen Arts Center garage on Massachusetts 
Avenue, N.W. (just off Ward Circle). Parking permits will not 
be necessary during Alumni Weekend. 

�Q refunds 
 Refunds will be granted only for written cancellations 

postmarked on or before Friday, October 16.

questions?  Contact Alumni Programs at 202-885-5962, 800-270-ALUM (2586), or reunion@american.edu.

�Q registration
 Register for Alumni Weekend: The Whole ’09 Yards online at 

www.american.edu/alumni/alumniweekend/schedule.cfm. 
Select events you’d like to learn more about and fi ll out 
registration information to attend. The deadline to register 
is Friday, October 16. If you have questions or experience 
any diffi culty registering, please contact Dan Beardslee at 
202-885-5962, 1-800-270-ALUM, or reunion@american.edu.

�Q check-in
 All events will have a visitor check-in table for your convenience. 

Guests arriving on Saturday are welcome to stop by the Alumni 
Hospitality Center from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Mary Graydon Center, 
Room 247, to pick up their name tags, tickets to special events, 
and a special AU gift.

Alumni Relations
4400 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20016-8002

go the distance october 23-25
Join fellow alumni, families, and guests for our annual Alumni Weekend 
celebration—featuring alumni parties, athletic events, campus tours, 
family activities, learning opportunities, off-campus events, and more. 
This will defi nitely be a weekend to remember!

www.american.edu/alumni/alumniweekend

Weekend Highlights and
Registration Information

www.american.edu/alumni/alumniweekend

www.american.edu/alumni/alumniweekend
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alumni weekend highlights
friday, october 23

11:00 a.m.
Golden Eagles Luncheon
Mary Graydon Center, University Club
The Golden Eagles (graduates from 1958 and prior) will 
celebrate the induction of the class of 1959 in a special 
ceremony led by American University President Neil 
Kerwin, SPA/BA ’71. 

11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., and 3:00 p.m.  
What Is an Arboretum, Anyway?
Meet in front of Bender Library
Join a 45-minute tour of AU’s Arboretum and gardens. 
This educational walking adventure will introduce you 
to the wide variety of plants found within our award-
winning campus grounds and provide some interesting 
historical facts about the university. Led by AU's 
landscape architect and facilities staff.

11:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Exhibits at the 
American University Museum
Katzen Arts Center
The museum showcases outstanding local and 
international art. Alumni Weekend exhibits include:  
John Dreyfuss; Ron Haynie: Playing with Light; Australian 
Indigenous Art Triennial: Culture Warriors; and Paul 
Weinberg: Another Washington.

12:45–2:00 p.m., 2:10–3:25 p.m., and 3:35–4:50 p.m.
Open Classes
Various Campus Locations
Sit in on a Friday afternoon class. Classes and locations 
will be available online.

1:30–3:30 p.m.
Films That Make a Difference
Newseum Documentary Theatre
555 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. (tickets required)
Join award-winning SOC faculty and alumni at 
the Newseum for an interactive discussion about 
documentary filmmaking. View clips of Academy 
Award–winning documentaries written, produced, and 
directed by SOC students and alumni and learn how 
SOC is making its mark on the documentary filmmaking 
world. This one-hour presentation will be followed by 
a private tour of the museum’s exciting collections led 
by Newseum curators. Tickets ($15 per person) can be 
purchased online and will be available at Newseum Will 
Call between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Friday, October 23. 
Tickets will be good for entry to the Newseum all day.

2:00–2:45 p.m.
Historical Walking Tour of Campus
Depart from Mary Graydon Center Lobby
Explore AU’s past with this historical walking tour 
through campus with University Archives staff.

4:00–6:00 p.m.
Welcome Reception
Hosted by the AU Alumni Association
Mary Graydon Center, University Club
Join us for refreshments and browse a showcase of the 
varied accomplishments of AU alumni, students, faculty, 
and staff.

5:00–7:00 p.m.
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender,
and Ally Resource Center Open House
Mary Graydon Center, Room 201
Alumni are invited to a casual reception where they can 
meet other alumni and resource center staff.

6:00–8:00 p.m.  
Classes of 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994, 
and 1999 Reunions
Various Locations
Visit our Web site to learn more about your class’s reunion 
activities. On-campus child care available for these events.

6:00 p.m.
Honors Reception
Atrium, Battelle-Tompkins
University Honors Program alumni and parents of current 
Honors students are invited to join us as we celebrate  
50 years of Honors at American University.

6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Services and Dinner
Kay Spiritual Life Center
(tickets required for dinner)
Light Shabbat candles and join the Hillel community for 
either Reform or Conservative services. A kosher Shabbat 
dinner will be held in the McDowell Formal Lounge 
following services. Services are free; tickets for dinner 
must be purchased in advance ($50 per family; $20  
for individuals). For more information or to register, 
please contact AU Hillel at 202-885-3127 or hillel@
american.edu. Sponsored by AU Hillel.

7:00 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball Match
Bender Arena (tickets required)
Cheer on AU’s women’s volleyball team as it takes on 
Patriot League rival Lehigh. Tickets available at the gate 
($5 for adults; $3 for senior citizens and children). 

8:00 p.m. 
All-Alumni Party and Class of 2004  
5-Year Reunion  
Ireland’s Four Fields, 3412 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Relive those college nights when you never needed an 
excuse to get off campus for a night of merry-making 
with your friends. On-campus child care available for  
this event.

8:00 p.m.
The Wild Party
Harold and Sylvia Greenberg Theatre
4200 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. (tickets required)
Adapted from a book-length poem written in and about the 
Roaring Twenties, Andrew Lippa’s Wild Party tells the story 
of one wild evening in the Manhattan apartment shared 
by Queenie and Burrs, a vaudeville dancer and a vaudeville 
clown. Presented by the Department of Performing 
Arts and directed by Gail Humphries Mardirosian. 
Recommended for mature audiences. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance at http://american.tix.com ($15 
for general admission, $10 for AU faculty and staff and 
seniors, and $5 for AU students). For more information, 
please call 202-885-2587.

saturday, october 24

6:30–7:30 a.m.: Registration    8:00 a.m.: Start
American Classic 5K: Race for Humanity
Friedheim Quadrangle (registration required)
Run or walk through AU’s campus to support Habitat for 
Humanity in this eighth annual event. Every participant 
will receive a T-shirt, and prizes will be awarded. If you 
have any questions, e-mail americanclassic5K@gmail.
com. Online registration is required ($20 registration fee). 
Sponsored by AU’s Team Running Heads.

9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.  
Alumni Weekend Hospitality Center
Mary Graydon Center, Room 247
Stop by the hospitality center to pick up your tickets 
to events, registration information, and a fun family 
scavenger hunt. All alumni who visit the hospitality 
center will receive a special AU gift.

10:00–11:00 a.m.
The President’s Welcome
Ward Circle Building, Room 1
American University’s president, Neil Kerwin (SPA/BA 
’71), discusses his 40 years at AU as a student, teacher, 
parent, alumnus, and administrator and his vision for the 
future of the university.

11:00 a.m.–Noon
Classes without Quizzes
Various Campus Locations
Join some of our top faculty for an American University 
classroom experience. The “classes” and their locations 
will be available online and in the hospitality center.

11:00 a.m.
Make Your Own Art @ the Katzen  
Katzen Arts Center, Kreeger Lobby
Join the volunteers of the American University Museum 
to make a hands-on art project inspired by the exhibition 
Australian Indigenous Art Triennial: Culture Warriors. 
Please arrive at 11:00 a.m. to receive instructions.

11:00 a.m.
Reading Works: AU Alumni  
and Literacy in D.C.
Bender Library, Mudbox Café, Lower Level 
Hear an AU alumna read from her most recent children's 
book and participate in a conversation with the School of 
Education, Teaching, and Health's faculty and partners on 
critical literacy questions in D.C. and beyond. 

11:00 a.m.
University Archives Talk on the  
Spinks Collection
Archives Reading Room, Bender Library Third Floor 
Join University Archivist Susan McElrath and Professor 
Amelia Hankin for a special talk and demonstration of 
Eastern woodblock print techniques.

11:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Exhibits at the American University 
Museum  
Katzen Arts Center
See Friday, 11:00 a.m., for description.

for updated event information, please visit www.american.edu/alumni/alumniweekend. we look forward to seeing you back on campus!

11:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m. and 12:30–1:00 p.m.
School of International Service:
A Building for the Future
SIS Lounge
SIS assistant dean Joe Clapper will lead a discussion 
about the new SIS building, including its impact on 
AU, why its design is essential to its function, and how 
green technologies are integral to making it work.

Noon–1:00 p.m. and 1:00–2:00 p.m.
AU Family Picnic     
Woods-Brown Amphitheater (tickets required)
Pack up the kids and head to the quad for the finest in 
picnic fare. Enjoy live music, hang out with Clawed Z. 
Eagle, and go on an AU scavenger hunt for cool prizes. 
Enjoy pulled chicken, hot dogs, potato salad, and more. 
Tickets can  be purchased online ($14 per person). 

1:30–2:15 p.m. and 2:30–3:15 p.m.
Historical Walking Tour of Campus 
Depart from Mary Graydon Center Lobby
Repeat of Friday, 2:00 p.m., tour.

2:00 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball Match  
Bender Arena (tickets required)
Cheer on AU’s women’s volleyball team as it takes  
on Patriot League rival Lafayette. Tickets available  
at the gate ($5 for adults; $3 for senior citizens  
and children). 

2:00–3:00 p.m.
Open Houses with the Deans 
and Faculty
Light refreshments will be provided.

College of Arts and Sciences
Katzen Arts Center, Rotunda

Kogod School of Business
Kogod School of Business Building,
New Student Lounge

School of Communication
Butler Pavilion, Butler Board Room (Sixth Floor)

School of International Service
School of International Service Building, Lounge

School of Public Affairs
Ward Circle Building, Third Floor

3:00–4:30 p.m.
Alumni Authors Panel
Mudbox Café, Bender Library Lower Level
Join the Friends of AU Library for an engaging panel 
presentation with three published AU alumni authors 
from the School of International Service who will 
discuss their recent books and answer your questions.

3:00 p.m.
Men’s Soccer Game  
Reeves Field (tickets required)
Cheer on AU’s men’s soccer team as it takes on Patriot 
League rival Lehigh. Tickets available at the gate ($5 for 
adults; $3 for senior citizens and children).

3:00–5:00 p.m.
Private Gallery Tour for  
AU Legacy Families
American University Museum
Join AU Museum curator and legacy parent Jack 
Rasmussen for a gallery talk and tour of our current 
exhibits. Event by invitation only.

3:00—5:00 p.m.
Residence Hall Staff Reunion
Centennial Hall, the Perch
Housing and Dining Programs invites former AU 
residence hall staff to mix and mingle with current 
staff. There will be short tours of the Anderson Hall 
renovations—see the before and the after. 

3:00—5:00 p.m.
School of Public Affairs Leadership 
Program Reception
Mary Graydon Center, Room 245
Meet current members of the program while 
reconnecting with friends you haven’t seen in years.

3:30–5:00 p.m.
Past and Present: Multicultural
Student Involvement
Mary Graydon Center, Rooms 4 and 5
Multicultural Affairs and Student Activities invite you to 
join us for a gathering of past and present multicultural 
student organizations. Learn about how alumni and 
students are exemplifying AU’s motto of “Ideas into 
Action, Action into Service.” RSVP to Multicultural 
Affairs at 202-885-3651 or ma@american.edu. 

5:00 p.m.
A Gospel Extravaganza
Kay Spiritual Life Center
Presented by the AU Gospel Choir.

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  
Port and Politics Reception
Katzen Arts Center, Kreeger Lobby
Sport your favorite cocktail attire, meet and mingle  
with the 2009 alumni award winners, and catch up  
with your friends from near and far in the elegant 
Katzen Arts Center. Tickets can be purchased online 
($20 per person).

7:30 p.m. 
Class of 1969, 40-Year Reunion
Katzen Arts Center, Abramson Family Recital Hall
Visit our Web site to learn more about your class’s 
reunion activities. 

8:00 p.m.
The Wild Party
Harold and Sylvia Greenberg Theatre
4200 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. (tickets required)
See Friday, 8:00 p.m., for more information.

8:15 p.m.
“Left, Right, and Forward: Party Leaders 
Turn to the Future”
Bender Arena (tickets required)
The Kennedy Political Union presents a discussion with 
the chairs of the Republican National Committee and 
the Democratic Leadership Council—Michael Steele 
and Harold Ford Jr., respectively—moderated by James 
A. Thurber, Distinguished University Professor and 
director of the Center for Congressional and Presidential 
Studies. The two will discuss the greatest issues facing 
America today, including resurrecting our economic 
health and integrity, overhauling U.S. health care and 
education systems, and managing sustainable levels of 
government spending. Tickets can be purchased online 
($12 per person). 

sunday, october 25

7:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
School of International Service  
Old Rag Hike
Meet in the School of International Service Lobby
Grab your sturdy boots for a seven-mile, four-hour  
hike up beautiful Old Rag Mountain in Shenandoah 
National Park. Transportation not provided. For more 
information or to register, please contact Carl LeVan  
at 202-885-2457 or levan@american.edu.

11:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Exhibits at the
American University Museum
Katzen Arts Center
See Friday, 11:00 a.m., for description.

11:00 a.m.
ECHO Reunion Mass and Reception
Kay Spiritual Life Center
Join fellow ECHO alumni for a reunion mass followed  
by refreshments. 

11:00 a.m.
Presidential Library Leaders  
Brunch and Discussion 
Butler Pavilion, Butler Board Room (Sixth Floor) 
Join University Librarian Bill Mayer and Distinquished 
University Professor James A. Thurber, director of 
the Center of Congressional and Presidential Studies, 
for an engaging conversation with Karl Weissenbach 
(CAS/AA ’75, SPA/BA ’76), director of the Eisenhower 
Presidential Library, and Verne Newton (SPA/BA ’67), 
former director of the Roosevelt Presidential Library.  

1:30 p.m.
A Cappella Showcase
Kay Spiritual Life Center
Enjoy the sounds of AU’s student a cappella singing 
groups Dime a Dozen, On a Sensual Note, and Treble  
in Paradise.

2:00 p.m.
The Wild Party
Harold and Sylvia Greenberg Theatre
4200 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. (tickets required)
See Friday, 8:00 p.m., for more information.All events marked with             are great for families of all ages!
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