
                                                                                                                                                                                    
AMERICAN.EDU TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 
 
PLEASE READ THESE AMERICAN.EDU TERMS AND CONDITIONS (“Terms and 
Conditions”) CAREFULLY BEFORE ACCESSING OR USING AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S 
(“AU”) WEB SITES INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO AUPEDIA.  BY ACCESSING OR 
USING AU WEB SITES, YOU AGREE TO THESE TERMS AND CONDITIONS, WHICH 
MAY BE CHANGED WITH OR WITHOUT NOTICE.  A current version of AU’s Terms and 
Conditions are always available on this page, and you should check this page regularly for 
modifications.      
 
User Conduct 
 
You may use AU web sites only in a lawful manner and for lawful purposes and consistent with 
these Terms and Conditions.  You are solely responsible for the knowledge and adherence to any 
and all laws, rules, and regulations pertaining to your use of the AU website. In addition, your 
use of the AU website subjects you to university policies including but not limited to the 
Computer User and Copyright Policy.   
 
You agree that you will not: (i) use the AU web site to commit a criminal offense or to 
encourage conduct that would constitute a criminal offense or give rise to a civil liability, or 
otherwise violate any local, state, Federal, or international law or regulation, including, but not 
limited to, export control laws and regulations governing the transmission or retransmission of 
technical data from the United States; (ii) register for more than one User account, register for a 
User account on behalf of an individual other than yourself, or register for a User account on 
behalf of any group or entity; (iii) upload, post, e-mail, or otherwise transmit any unlawful, 
threatening, libelous, harassing, defamatory, vulgar, obscene, pornographic, profane, invasive of 
another's privacy, hateful, or ethnically, racially or otherwise objectionable User Content; (iv) 
upload, post, e-mail, or otherwise transmit any User Content that you do not have a right to 
transmit; (v) upload, post, e-mail, or otherwise transmit any User Content that infringes any 
patent, trademark, trade secret, copyright, or other proprietary rights of any party; (v)upload, post, 
e-mail, share, store or otherwise make publicly available any private information of any third 
party, including, without limitation, addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, AU ID, Social 
Security numbers and credit card numbers; (vi) alter, damage, or delete any Content or other 
communications that are not your own or to otherwise interfere with the ability of others to 
access or use the AU web sites; (vii) disrupt the normal flow of communication or otherwise act 
in a manner that negatively affects other users’ ability to engage in real-time exchanges; (viii) 
claim a relationship with or to speak for any individual, business, association, institution, or other 
organization for which you are not authorized to claim such a relationship; (ix) upload, post, e-
mail, or otherwise transmit any unsolicited commercial advertising, non-university related 
promotional materials, or other forms of inappropriate solicitation to other users including, 
without limitation, "junk mail," "spam," "chain letters," or "pyramid schemes"; (x) interfere with 
or disrupt the AU websites  or servers or networks connected to AU websites, or disobey any 
requirements, procedures, policies, or regulations of networks connected to the AU websites; (xi) 
post or transmit information or material that contains virus, or other harmful content, or collect 



or store personal data about other users; (xii) stalk or otherwise harass another; or (xiii) collect or 
store personal information about other users without their permission. 
  
You acknowledge that AU does not pre-screen User Content, but that AU shall have the right 
(but not the obligation) in its sole discretion to refuse or move any User Content that is available 
on the AU websites. Without limiting the foregoing, AU has the right to remove any User 
Content that violates the Terms and Conditions or is otherwise objectionable.  You agree and 
acknowledge that AU may preserve User Content and may disclose User Content if required to 
do so by law or in the good faith belief that any such preservation or disclosure is reasonably 
necessary to comply with legal process, respond to claims that any User Content violates the 
rights of third parties or protect the rights, property or personal safety of AU, its users and the 
public. 
 
You agree not to use the site for unauthorized sale, trade or other commercial purposes.   
 
You understand that any violation of these terms and conditions will subject you to disciplinary 
proceedings under the Faculty Manual, Student Code of Conduct, and Staff Manual of Personnel 
Policies. 
 
User Content 
 
Any content that you upload or otherwise make available (“User Content”) on to AU web site 
remains your sole property or the property of your licensors.  By uploading or otherwise making 
available any User Content, you automatically grant and/or warrant that the copyright owner of 
the User Content has granted AU, the perpetual royalty-free, non-exclusive right and license to 
use, reproduce, modify, publish, distribute, perform, display, and transmit the User Content 
through the AU web sites into which you have uploaded the User Content.  In addition, you also 
permit any other user of AUpedia, subject to your restrictions, to access, view, store, and 
reproduce the User Content that you upload on AUpedia to the same extent permitted herein.  
 
In addition, you hereby give permission to AU to use your name and image, visual likeness, 
portrait, or photograph that you upload onto the AU web site, without compensation, in all forms 
and media (including but not limited to publications, websites, catalogues, brochures, books, 
magazines, photo exhibits, motion picture films, and/or video) for any promotional, marketing, 
or any other purpose which the University deems fit in the interest of education, knowledge, 
research, marketing, advertising, or public relations. 
 
AU is not responsible for material submitted by Users to the AU web sites or posted on AUPedia.  
AU EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ANY RESPONSIBILTY FOR THE CONTENT OF ANY 
SUCH MATERIAL. 
 
Intellectual Property Statement 
 
All AU trademarks, service marks, and trade names are proprietary to American University.  All 
materials posted by AU including audio, text, photographs, videos, and graphics, (hereinafter 
“Content”) contained on this site are protected by United States and international copyright law.  



Unless expressly authorized by these Terms and Conditions, you must obtain prior written 
permission from AU before using Content.   
 
Requests for permission to reprint or reproduce Content appearing on this site may be sent to the 
following: 
 

  
American University 
4400 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
WWW Operations  
Office of Information Technology  
Washington, D.C. 20016 
helpdesk@american.edu 

 
Personal Use 
 
AU Content may be printed or downloaded for your personal, non-commercial home use only, 
provided you keep intact all copyright and other proprietary notices.  Content may not be 
reproduced in edited form.  The Content may not be modified, distributed, retransmitted, or used, 
in whole or in part, in derivative works.  All other uses, including reprinting, republishing, 
broadcast and any further distribution, require written permission from AU.   
 
Privacy Policy 
 
AU is committed to protecting your privacy.  You may read our Privacy Policy at [BLANK]. 
 
Disclaimers 
 
AU WEB SITES ARE PROVIDED ON AN “AS IS” BASIS WITHOUT WARRANTIES OF 
ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION 
WARRANTIES OF TITLE, NONINFRINGEMENT, OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF 
MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  AU DOES NOT 
WARRANT THAT ANY INFORMATION IS COMPLETE OR ACCURATE, THAT AU WEB 
SITES WILL BE UNINTERRUPTED OR ERROR FREE.   
  
Limitation of Liability 
 
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO NEGLIGENCE, 
WILL AU OR ANY OF ITS OR THEIR RESPECTIVE LICENSORS OR SUPPLIERS BE 
LIABLE FOR ANY SPECIAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES THAT RESULT FROM 
THE USE OF, OR THE INABILITY TO USE, THE MATERIALS ON AU WEB SITES, OR 
ANY PRODUCTS OR SERVICES PROVIDED PURSUANT TO THE AU WEB SITES, 
EVEN IF ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. APPLICABLE LAW 
MAY NOT ALLOW THE LIMITATION OR EXCLUSION OF LIABILITY OR 
INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, SO THE ABOVE LIMITATION OR 
EXCLUSION MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE TOTAL 



LIABILITY TO YOU BY AU OR ANY OF ITS OR THEIR RESPECTIVE LICENSORS OR 
SUPPLIERS FOR ALL DAMAGES, LOSSES, AND CAUSES OF ACTION (WHETHER IN 
CONTRACT, TORT, OR OTHERWISE) EXCEED THE AMOUNT PAID BY YOU TO AU, 
IF ANY, FOR ACCESSING THE AU WEB SITES. 
 
Release and Indemnification 
 
You hereby assume all responsibility for the use of AU web sites and the User Content you 
provided.  Furthermore, you hereby release and waive any and all claims and/or liability against 
AU arising from or in connection with your use of AU web sites or the User Content you 
provided.  You also agree to defend, indemnify and hold harmless AU from and against any and 
all claims or liability, including costs and attorneys fees, arising from or in connection with your 
use of AU web sites, the User Content you provided, or failure to abide by the term and 
conditions. 
  
Links to Third Party Sites 
 
AU web sites may contain hyperlinks to web sites operated by parties other than AU. Such 
hyperlinks are provided for your reference only.  AU does not control such web sites and is not 
responsible for their contents. AU’s inclusion of hyperlinks to such Web sites does not imply any 
endorsement of the material on such web sites or any association with their operators. 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
These terms will be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the District of 
Columbia.  You consent to the exclusive jurisdiction and venue of the courts of the District of 
Columbia, United States in case of any dispute connected with this site or these Terms and 
Conditions.  If any of these terms and conditions are found unlawful, void, or for any reason 
unenforceable, then that provision will be considered severable from the remaining terms and 
conditions, and will not affect the validity and enforceability of the remaining provisions. This is 
the entire agreement between you and AU relating to the subject matter it contains. This 
agreement may be modified only by our posting of changes to these terms and conditions.  
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