Research Guidelines
Research projects must address three essential questions: What will I study? Why should I study it?
How will I study it? These questions correspond, respectively, to your Research Agenda, your
Literature Review, and your Research Design.
Research Agenda
The Research Agenda sets the stage for the articulation of a research question. The Agenda identifies
the issues, concerns, policies, and relationships that have motivated you to embark on this research
project. It addresses the questions: WHAT is the subject of my research? WHAT do I want to
know? The Agenda also introduces the theoretical setting that will “frame” your project. WHAT
area(s) of scholarship will I use? The most important part of the Agenda is your research question.
Presented in the form of a single interrogative sentence, it is the question you want to answer. [It is
not a “topic”; it is a “question.”] The research agenda must be clear and persuasive. It introduces the
context and objective of your research and in this sense begins to address some elements of the
scholarly literature.
Literature Review
The Literature Review builds upon the context that you established in your Research Agenda. It
elaborates WHY the topic must be studied and WHY your question is theoretically significant. Your
position must be argued through a review of the scholarly literature, in which you defend, enhance,
or challenge existing theory (or theories). Consider the assumptions, concepts, and generalizations
that provide the intellectual foundation for your research. This requires you to have a starting point,
i.e., some reference to the work of one or more scholars. Your literature review therefore serves as
an assessment and critique of what has been done so far and why your project is necessary to
advance our understanding of the subject.
Research Design
The Research Design develops the details of your research methodology. It answers the question of
HOW you plan to carry out the research agenda and answer your research question. Here is where
you discuss your epistemological position regarding qualitative and/or quantitative research. You
present your proposed research strategy and demonstrate your knowledge of specific research
techniques appropriate to the project. The Research Design requires some preliminary research and
identification of data sources, as well as a review of relevant techniques for data analysis.
Research Proposal
A Research Proposal should identify your research objective, your methodology, and the
significance of your project to the field of Comparative & Regional Studies. You can do this
through the Research Agenda (Objective), the Literature Review (Significance), and Research
Design (Methodology). The main portion of the text is preceded by a Title Page and Abstract, and it
is followed by a Bibliography. It should also include a proposed Table of Contents and a Work
Schedule for completion of your project. When you put everything together you will have written an
integrated proposal for original research related to the academic literature. You will have
demonstrated that you understand the nature and importance of at least one theoretical framework.
You will have shown your analytical skills in the assessment of scholarship. And, you will have
learned how to use the methodologies and techniques relevant to your project. Most importantly you
will have established a solid foundation for your Master’s Thesis or SRP. The text of the proposal
(with revisions) can become the first section (Introduction) in your final paper.
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