USFP Practicum -- Fall 2012

SIS 793. 0X China, Latin America and Challenges for U.S. Foreign Policy,
Ambassador Sally Shelton-Colby, Thursdays 5:30-8:00pm
China’s engagement in Latin America and the Caribbean has mushroomed, thus creating
new challenges for U.S. foreign policy. Students will: identify China’s interests and
policy in the region; evaluate the benefits and drawbacks for the region of China’s
growing presence; determine whether China’s activities in the region pose a strategic
threat to the U.S.; and develop institutionally and politically viable policy
recommendations for a U.S. Government client.

SIS 793. 0X Counter-Terrorism, David Martin-McCormick, Wednesdays 5:308:00pm
The students in this counter-terrorism practicum will prepare a major report for the US
Intelligence Community addressing an issue of current importance to the government.
The course will include readings, analysis and debate on the subject of the practicum.
The goal is that the practicum will roughly reflect the type of research that the IC expends
on priority subjects. It is expected that the students will interact with intelligence
analysts on the subject. Whatever topic we jointly agree upon, we intend that the final
report will have important practical policy implications. We also expect that the effort
will mimic the joint collaboration the intelligence community requires of large projects.

SIS 793. 0X Non-Proliferation, Whitney Raas, Wednesdays 8:10-10:40pm
Combating the spread of nuclear weapons and preventing nuclear terrorism is an
enduring element of US foreign policy. This practicum course will allow students to
address a major nuclear policy topic of current interest. Students will engage in a detailed
study and analysis, resulting in a collaborative effort to develop a final report with
relevant and practical policy recommendations. The practicum will culminate in a final
written report and a discussion with administration officials.

SIS 793.0x: North American Integration: the Challenge of Securing America’s
Perimeter, Anthony Quainton and Robert Pastor, Tuesdays 5:30-8:00pm
This practicum, to be carried out in collaboration with the Department of Homeland
Security and possibly other government agencies, will look at a range of obstacles to
closer North American integration, focusing on the development of a strategy for
more effective border/perimeter security and enhanced economic competitiveness and
prosperity. Students will develop metrics to assess progress towards meeting the goals of
existing bilateral border agreements. Field research at one or both borders may be a
component depending on funding availability.

