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A Letter from the Director
Dear Students, Alumni, Faculty, and other Friends
of IP,

DR. TAMAR GUTNER
Director,
International Politics Program,

IP is having a busy and productive spring. We have
had a stream of speakers, our student group has organized a number of events, and students are now preparing to submit abstracts for our annual graduate research conference. Professor Boaz Atzili's book, Good
Fences, Bad Neighbors: Border Fixity and International
Conflict (University of Chicago) hit bookstores in January, and Professors Amitav Acharya and David Bosco
have won awards (see p. 2).

SIS as a whole is in the midst of exciting changes,
which are aimed at strengthening our undergraduate and graduate degrees and our own
governance. For the MA program, the changes are the product of the SIS Task Force
on Professionalizing the MA Program the Dean set up in September 2011. The Task
Force assessed our current practices, learned about best practices elsewhere, and
made a series of recommendations that were approved by the SIS Council. Now MA
students can add a practicum to their research requirement options. Since students doing internships will have the choice of taking them for credit or not (as of Fall 2012) the
freed up credits may be used in a series of skills institutes. First year students who opt
into the new degree requirements also will not have to complete the oral exam capstone.
I’m very excited about these changes, which give students more options and effectively
professionalize our degree. While we can all be pleased that our MA program is ranked
in the top 8, globally, I believe that these changes will lead us even higher.
Tamar Gutner
Director
International Politics Program
International Economic Relations Program
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Spring 2012 — Faculty Highlights
Professor Boaz Atzili

Look out for Professor Atzili’s new book and his upcoming article in which he
coins the term, “Triadic Deterrence.”

Professor Boaz Atzili’s book, Good Fences, Bad Neighbors:
Border Fixity and International Conflict, was recently published by the University of Chicago Press. Border fixity, the
proscription of foreign conquest and the annexation of homeland territory, has, since World War II, become a powerful
norm in world politics. This development has been said to increase stability and peace in international relations. Yet, in a
world in which it is unacceptable to challenge international borders by force, socio-politically weak states remain a significant
source of widespread conflict, war, and instability. In addition
to the book, Prof. Atzili has been working on other projects,
among them an article entitled “Triadic Deterrence: Coercing
Strength, Beaten by Weakness.” This article, co-authored with
Prof. Wendy Pearlman of Northwestern University, is forthcoming in Security Studies. In addition, he has been working on a paper presented at the ISA
conference in San Diego, on the ideational aspects of the offense-defense theory.

Special Congratulations to…
Professor Amitav Acharya for receiving the American University Faculty Award on Outstanding Scholarship,
Research, Creative Activity, and Other Professional Contributions.

Professor David Bosco for receiving a grant that will support his research for a forthcoming book (to be
published by Oxford University Press) on the International Criminal Court and its relationship with major states.

Professor Ben Jensen

Professor Jensen displays a
Hazara sword to explain to
students how Afghan’s history of invaders plays a
role in the mindsets of Afghans today.

Dr. Benjamin Jensen is an Assistant Professor in the International Politics and U.S. Foreign Policy Programs and a Post-Doctoral Research Fellow in Political Sociology and
International Security with the Centre national de la recherche scientifique (French
National Center for Scientific Research, CNRS ANR-08-BLAN-0032). His research
interests include international security, historical sociology, international relations theory, conflict analysis, and conflict resolution. In addition to his research, Professor Jensen is a Captain in the U.S. Army. His military experience includes deployments in the
Balkans and South Asia working with operational planning and intelligence. For six
months in 2011, Professor Jensen was part of a Red Team, a small think tank developing alternative analysis and strategy for the Commander
of the International security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Kabul, Afghanistan. Now back at AU, Professor Jensen recently gave a talk to students entitled “Military Planning in
Afghanistan: Analyzing Assumptions in Ambiguous Environments.” During the talk, Professor Jensen explained how the
use of theoretically sound methodology is a practical and
necessary tool for gathering information in challenging environments.
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Spring 2012 — New Faculty
Professor Krishen Mehta and Professor Raymond Baker are experts on the issue of illicit
financial flows, and are teaching a course on the topic this semester. Baker directs Global
Financial Integrity, a research and advocacy group in Washington DC. Mehta, who is co chairman of Global Financial Integrity’s Board of Advisors, was a partner at Pricewaterhourse
Coopers for almost twenty years.

Q & A with Professor Krishen Mehta
Why is the intersection of human rights and illicit financial flows important?
It is important because the more money that flows out of developing countries (through corruption, money laundering and so
on), the less there is for economic development in the countries concerned. That means less schools, less hospitals, less tax revenue to
the government, less infrastructure that can be built, and less jobs.
When economies cannot grow, then poverty becomes more widespread.
Why is it important for Masters students to be educated on this topic?
Masters students will very likely go on to careers in business, NGO's,
Congress, or the media. In many of these careers, they will have a
choice to make: Do I accept this as the norm, or do I ask questions
and seek a better answer? Some of the issues that we cover in this
course are intended to prepare students for those kinds of challenges.
What is your advice to students who want to pursue a career in this
field?

Professors Mehta and Baker meet with a student and colleague before their class.

Professor Matthew Taylor
Professor Matthew Taylor joined the IP faculty in January 2012, moving to DC
from Brazil, where he was an assistant professor at the University of São Paulo.
His research and teaching interests include corruption and organized crime, judicial politics, and Latin American political economy. Taylor is the author of Judging Policy: Courts and Policy Reform in Democratic Brazil (Stanford University
Press, 2008) and co-editor of Corruption and Democracy in Brazil: The Struggle
for Accountability (University of Notre Dame Press, 2011).
When he is not house hunting, Taylor has been working on research about state capacity, anti-corruption
policies, and the ideas behind Latin American trade
policies.
This upcoming fall, Professor Taylor will be teaching
a class on Transnational Crime and Emerging
Threats.
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Spring 2012 — Student Highlights
Zhikica Pagovski

Zhikica Pagovski is a founder
and current president of Challenge: Future Chapters Network

Zhikica Pagovski, aka Zach, is
a 23 year old student from
Macedonia doing his MA in
International Politics
(concentrating on Diplomacy
and International Organizations). He earned his BA from
the American University in
Bulgaria, double-majoring in
European Studies, and Political Science and International
Relations where he received
the Presidential Medal for
the most outstanding senior in
the class. He is currently the
coordinator of the IPSO Bal-

kan Lecture Series and a
senator at the Graduate Student Council representing the
IP students.
Zach is interning for the
United Nations Information
Center in Washington, DC.
He is also a consultant at the
Challengefuture think-thank
where he deals with social
and environmental sustainability issues. Zhikica previously interned for the Government of Macedonia, working at the Secretariat for

European Issues. He is a founder and current president of
Challenge: Future Chapters
Network that contains 25
chapters on 5 continents. The
goal of Challenge: Future
Chapters Network is sharing
knowledge about sustainability issues and implementing
local environmental and social initiatives around the
world.

Andi Sullivan

Andi Sullivan is the founder of
“His Nets,” providing bed nets to
Africa and Asia

Andi Sullivan is a first year IP
student studying Human
Rights and International Development. She was born and
raised in a small town south
of Paris and misses the
cheese! Last May, she completed a Master of Divinity
from the McAfee School of
Theology in Atlanta. Her
training at McAfee provided
her with the ethical language
to discuss social justice from a

Christian perspective, but she
came to DC to gain knowledge of the political world.
She is passionate about social justice work but also interested in how faith communities and their humanitarian
endeavors, can become involved in advocacy of marginalized communities. As an
undergraduate, Andi cofounded His Nets, a nonprofit that has delivered

more than 100,000 insecticide-treated bed nets in Africa and Asia. She has also
assisted with the National
Summit on Torture, working to
stop sex trafficking in Atlanta. She hopes her time in
DC will help her be an effective advocate for social justice in the future.

Spring 2012—Alumnus Highlights
Carmen Iezzi Mezzera (SIS ’01)
Carmen Iezzi Mezzera
graduated in 2001 with a
focus on international and
intergovernmental organizations. She currently serves as
the Deputy Director of the
Bretton Woods Committee, a
network of prominent global
citizens, which works to demonstrate the value of internaCarmen Mezzera is the Deputy tional economic cooperation
Director of the
Bretton Woods Committee
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and to foster strong, effective Bretton Woods institutions (the World Bank, IMF,
WTO, and related multilateral development banks). Previously, she was Executive
Director of the Fair Trade
Federation, the trade association that strengthens and
promotes North American
organizations fully committed
to Fair Trade. Ms. Mezzera

has also worked at the Atlantic Council of the United
States and for the School of
International Service. While
at the Council, she acted as
the primary point of contact
for the 2004 and 2006 PanAtlantic Student Summits, held
in conjunction with the NATO
summits in Istanbul and Riga
respectively. In the course of
her studies, Ms. Mezzera provided analyses for NATO’s
Partnership for Peace in
Mons, Belgium and in the

Spring 2012
A Word from IPSO
Dear International Politics
Students, Faculty, and Staff:

macy, and Dean Goldgeier on
the future of the program.
We also had the extreme
The International Politics Stuprivilege of attending the
dent Organization (IPSO) has
Embassy of the Kingdom of
had an exciting start to the
Bahrain for lunch and discusSpring 2012 semester as we
sion on the recent political
have hit the ground running
events in the country. Furtherwith multiple events and
more, we have launched the
many ideas for improving the
IPSO Balkan Lecture Series
International Politics commuand hosted Ambassador Mitar
nity. So far, we have hosted
Kujundzic of Bosnia and Herthree Chai Chats in which we
zegovina as our first speaker.
have had great discussions
In the coming months, we look
with Beatriz Lopez of Public
forward to hosting the US
Citizen on the Trans-Pacific
Department of State Under
Partnership (TPP), Professor
Secretary for Euroasian AfMislan on disaster diplofairs Philip Reeker.

We want to thank all of you
who have attended and supported our initiatives., and
we look forward to seeing
you at future events!
Sincerely,
The IPSO Officers,
Eamon Eriksen - President
Molly O’Connor - VP
Lauren Lane - Treasurer
Liz Fleming - Secretary
Nadia Bulkin - Communications Manager

IPSO meets with the Deputy
Chief of Mission at the Embassy of the Kingdom of
Bahrain to eat lunch and
discuss the recent political
events in the country.

New Courses for Fall 2012
Transnational Crime & Emerging Threats with Professor Taylor
SIS 619.021: Over the past two decades, journalists and academics have devoted
increasing attention to the “dark underbelly” of globalization. According to the most
dramatic accounts, declining trade barriers and growing cross-national business ties
have contributed to a shocking boom in illegitimate international commerce, with
growing networks of criminal groups trafficking criminal commodities – including
drugs, art, and even humans – across national boundaries. This course will adopt
tools of social science analysis to critically analyze the real threats posed by transnational organized crime, and to assess the relations between national states and
transnational criminal groups. The course will analyze the basic assumptions of the
conventional wisdom regarding the rise of transnational organized crime, evaluate
the threat it may pose from a variety of perspectives, and develop policy responses
adequate to the threat at hand.
Thursdays (11:45 am–2 :25 pm)

The New Multilateralism in World Politics with Professor Acharya
SIS 619.023: This course will focus on key trends and developments in world politics that are increasingly redefining the concept and practice of multilateralism.
New multilateralism is the product of a complex and many-sided interaction involving governments, sub-state and transnational actors and covering host of new issue
areas including humanitarian intervention, climate change and human security. Main
topics for this course include: Multilateralism and Global Governance, Theories of
International Institutions, Emerging Powers and Multilateralism, Human Rights and
Human Security, Responsibility to Protect, Climate Governance, Transnational
Movements & Global Civil Society, From Third World to G-20, Theories of Regionalism, European Multilateralism, Asian Multilateralism, and Multilateralism in the
Post-American Era.
Tuesdays (2:35–5:15 pm)
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Spring 2012
International Politics Spring 2012 Events
JANUARY
30 January: IPSO Chai Chat with Beatriz Lopez of Public Citizen.
31 January: IPSO Lunch and Discussion at Embassy of the Kingdom of
Bahrain.

FEBRUARY
3 February: Dr. Isaac Kamola, post-doc at Johns Hopkins University: “Re-worlding
‘the Global’ within a Political Economy of Higher Education.”
6 February: IPSO Chai Chat with Professor David Mislan on Disaster Diplomacy.
10 February: IPSO Balkan Lecture Series: Ambassador Mitar Kujundzic “The
Future of Bosnia and Herzegovina: EU and NATO Integration.”
21 February: IPSO Chai Chat with Dean Goldgeier on future of IP program
21 February: Professor Ben Jensen: “Military Planning in Afghanistan: Analyzing
Assumptions in Ambiguous Environments.”
27 February: Professor Kelly Greenhill, Tufts University: “Weapons of Mass
Migration: Forced Displacement, Coercion and Foreign Policy.”

MARCH
5 March: Dr. Lauren Wilcox, post-doc at Johns Hopkins University: “What the
Body Means: Hunger Striking and Theorizing Beliefs and Agency in
International Relations.
8 March: IPSO Balkan Lecture Series, US Department of State Under Secretary
for Euroasian Affairs Philip Reeker.

APRIL
27 April: Professor Boaz Atzili’s Book Talk: Good Fences, Bad Neighbors: Border
Fixity and International Conflict, 3:30-6:00 pm, SIS 120
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*Other IP faculty not teaching in
Spring 2012 include:

Spring 2012
International Politics Faculty for Spring 2012*
A
Acharya, Amitav
aacharya@american.edu
SIS 323
Online Teaching
Atzili, Boaz
atzili@american.edu
SIS 325
Tues: 5:20-7:00 pm
Fri: 12:30-2:30 pm
or by appointment
B
Belding, William
belding@american.edu
East Quad Building 101A
Wed: 4:00-7:00 pm
Thurs: 10:00 am–1:00 pm
or by appointment
Benesch, Susan
benesch@american.edu
East Quad Building 301A
Mon: 11:00 am-12:00 pm
Tues: 10:00 am-12:00 pm
or by appointment
Boesenecker, Aaron
boesenec@american.edu
East Quad Building 304
Mon: 6:30-7:30 pm
Tues: 2:00-6:00 pm
Thurs: 5:30-6:30 pm
or by appointment

Mon: 3:00-5:00 pm
Thurs: 3:00-6:00 pm
Fri: 4:00-5:00 pm
or by appointment
G
Gutner, Tamar
tgutner@american.edu
SIS 331A
Tues: 12:00-3:00 pm
Wed: 2:30-4:00 pm
Thurs: 10:00-11:00 am
or by appointment
H
Härdig, Anders
hardig@american.edu
East Quad Building 301
Tues: 3:00-5:00 pm
Wed: 3:00-5:00 pm
Thurs: 3:00-5:00 pm
J
Jackson, Patrick
ptjack@american.edu
Leonard 101F
Mon: 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Frid: 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Check tungle.me/profptj
Jeffries, Francis
fjeffrie@american.edu
SIS Atrium
All by appointment
Mon: 5:00-5:50 pm
Wed: 5:00-7:50 pm

Bosco, David
bosco@american.edu
SIS 327
Tues: 10:00am - 12:00pm
Wed: 10:00am - 2:00pm
or by appointment

Jensen, Ben
jensen@american.edu
SIS 208
Wednesdays: 4:00-6:50 pm
Thursdays: 2:00-5:00 pm

C
Craig, Dylan
dylan.craig@american.edu
East Quad Building 111

K
King, John
jcking@american.edu
East Quad Building 310

Carl Aaron, Zakir Hafez, Daniel
Masis-Iverson, Ryan Vogel, Celeste
Wallander (on extended leave).

Mon: 1:00-5:00 pm
Wed 12:30-2:00 pm
or by appointment/virtual
Knight, Sarah
cleeland@american.edu
East Quad Building 201A
Mon: 1:30-5:30 pm
Wed: 9:00-11:00 am
or by appointment
R
Rudolph, Christopher
crudolph@american.edu
SIS 326
Online Teaching
S
Sajjad, Tazreena
sajjad@american.edu
East Quad Building 203A
Mon: 3:00–5:00 pm
Tues: 3:00-5:00 pm
Thurs: 3:00-5:00 pm
Schneider, Daniel
dschneid@american.edu
SIS 309
Tuesdays: 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Wednesdays: 2:00-4:00 pm
or by appointment
Starrels, John
starrels@american.edu
East Quad Building 309
Tues: 2:40-3:45 pm
Fri: 2:40-3:45 pm
W
Williams, Paul
paul.williams@american.edu
SIS 322
Days, evenings, and weekends by
appointment
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I N T E R N AT I O N A L P O L I T I C S
4400 Massachusetts Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20016
Catherine Favier-Kelly
Program Coordinator
International Economic Relations Program,
International Politics Program
202-885-1843
IP-IER@american.edu

