USFP Capstone Research Conference
The U.S. Foreign Policy Capstone Research Conference is oriented toward the
demonstration of professional writing and presentation skills. Participation in the
Conference is one Capstone option for students under the old Master’s requirements.
Students who have opted into the new Master’s requirements, or began their degree in
Fall 2012 or later, must participate in the Capstone Conference if they choose to
complete an SRP. Students completing a practicum do not need to participate in the
Conference.
Students participating in the Capstone Research Conference are required to:
a) write a brief policy memo or executive summary (roughly 3-5 pages)
based on their Substantial Research Paper (SRP)
AND
b) give a timed professional presentation and answer questions regarding
your research at the USFP Capstone Research Conference on
Friday, April 26th, 2013

Conditions and time-table for participation:
• Students must sign up for the Conference by Friday, February 8th, 2013 (send an
email to Eric Fillinger at usfp@american.edu with the title of your talk and your
SRP advisor);
•

Students must hand in the final draft of their SRP to their faculty supervisor by
Friday, April 5th;

•

The student must send a final title for their policy memo/executive summary to
Eric Fillinger by Friday, April 12th;

•

Students must hand in their policy memos/executive summaries to
usfp@american.edu by Friday, April 19th at noon for distribution to other
Conference participants;

•

Students must give a timed briefing of their policy memo or executive summary
at the Conference on Friday, April 26th, and then answer questions;

•

Students must attend the entire conference (approximately 9:00am-5:00pm),
unless there are compelling extenuating circumstances. Lunch will be served.

Criteria for evaluation:
In evaluating your presentation, the attending USFP faculty will be looking at:
• The student’s ability to present research in a brief written form, in a policy memo
or executive summary;
•

The student’s ability to orally present their work in a professional and effective
manner;

•

The student’s handling of questions about their research and ideas.

Evaluation of the policy memo/executive summary and Conference presentation will
represent 20% of a student’s overall SRP grade.
Some additional benefits of the Capstone Research Conference:
• Students can list the talk as a professional presentation at a conference on their
resume;
•

Students will come away with a brief writing sample (with feedback from
faculty), often useful during a job search.

•

Students presenting will be eligible to receive the $250.00 Duncan Clarke Prize.

