Ways to Predict Possible Test Questions

1.

Pay attention during lecture. Professors often use phrases such as, “You will see
this again” or, the less subtle, “This is the kind of question | might ask on a test.”
Keep a running list of such questions.

Ask the professor what material will be covered on the exam. This will narrow
down the field of possible questions.

Ask the professor what the format of the exam will be: essay questions, multiple
choice, true-or-false, fill-in-the-blank; etc.

Review your notes in an effort to determine which material was given the most
weight during lecture. The test will likely mimic this pattern, with more questions
devoted to the material the professor deemed most important.

Confer with other students on what kinds of questions you should expect and
what material might be given the most weight.

Review old tests and quizzes to get a handle on your professor’s test-writing style.

Academic Support Center * Mary Graydon Center 243 * 202-885-3360 * asc@american.edu



