Fall 2014 Kay Spiritual Life Center Speaker Schedule
Human Rights Defender Series
Daniel Cerqueira, Due Process of Law Foundation
Wednesday, September 3rd at Noon, KSLC Lounge
DPLF is an organization of professionals of diverse nationalities, whose mandate is to promote the rule of law in Latin
America through the analysis and proposal, cooperation with public and private organizations and institutions,
exchange of experiences and regional lobbying organization and incidence.

Courtney C. Radsch, Committee to Protect Journalists
Wednesday, September 10th at Noon, KSLC Lounge
CPJ promotes press freedom worldwide and defends the right of journalists to report the news without fear of
reprisal. CPJ ensures the free flow of news and commentary by taking action wherever journalists are attacked,
imprisoned, killed, kidnapped, threatened, censored, or harassed.

Patrick Breslin Writer, Journalist, Photographer based in Kharkiv, Ukraine
Wednesday, September 24 at Noon, KSLC Lounge
Rebecca Gordon (National Religious Campaign Against Torture)
Thursday, September 25 at Noon, KSLC Lounge
In response to the release of the Abu Ghraib photos, Dr. George Hunsinger, professor at Princeton Theological
Seminary, convened a conference of American faith leaders to examine how religious communities could respond to
the U.S. military’s use of torture against 9/11 detainees. One hundred and fifty leaders of the nation’s diverse faiths
gathered in Princeton in January 2006 to discuss this critical issue. The National Religious Campaign Against Torture
(NRCAT) was launched during the conference with the mission of mobilizing people of faith to end torture in U.S.
policy, practice and culture.

Rachel Finn (Enough Project)
Wednesday, October 1 at Noon, KSLC Lounge
The Enough Project fights to end genocide and crimes against humanity, focused on areas where some of the world’s
worst atrocities occur. We get the facts on the ground, use rigorous analysis to determine the most sustainable
solutions, influence political leaders to adopt our proposals, and mobilize the American public to demand change.

MesoAmerican Women Human Rights Defenders
Tuesday, October 14 at Noon, KSLC Lounge
The Mesoamerican Women Human Rights Defenders Initiative was launched in 2010 in order to develop a
comprehensive and regionallyrelevant response to increased violence against women human rights defenders. The
Initiative is dedicated to strengthening and mobilizing women defenders from distinct social movements and
organizations for recognition, enhanced impact and protection in a volatile context.

Sunjeev Bery (Advocacy Director, Middle East North Africa Amnesty International USA)
Wednesday, October 22 at Noon, KSLC Lounge

Amnesty International is a global movement of people fighting injustice and promoting human rights.

Arthur Gwagwa (National Endowment for Democracy)
Wednesday, October 29 at Noon, KSLC Lounge
The National Endowment for Democracy is a private, nonprofit foundation dedicated to the growth and
strengthening of democratic institutions around the world. Each year, with funding from the US Congress,
NED supports more than 1,000 projects of nongovernmental groups abroad who are working for
democratic goals in more than 90 countries.
Claudia Paz y Paz
Wednesday, November 12 at Noon, KSLC Lounge
Claudia Paz y Paz is the former Attorney General of Guatemala. She assumed the position in 2010 and was the first
woman to hold the position.

Lisa Veneklasen (JASS: Just Associates)
Wednesday, November 19 at Noon, KSLC Lounge
JASS (Just Associates) is an international feminist organization founded in 2003 as a community of practice by
activists, popular educators, and scholars from 13 countries. Working with women and diverse organizations and
social movements in 27 countries, JASS trains and supports activist leadership and grassroots organizing and builds
and mobilizes alliances amplified by creative media strategies to influence change in discriminatory institutions,
policies and beliefs.

Fetzer Social Justice Lecture Series
The F Word: Images of Forgiveness
Last two weeks of September, Library
18 3ft x 5ft banners exhibiting stories of people whose lives have been shattered by violence, tragedy and injustice
and who are learning to forgive, reconcile or move on  as an alternative to revenge.

Sr. Helen Prejean, Ministry Against the Death Penalty
September 30 at 2pm at SIS Abramson Family Founders Room
Sister Helen is a member of the Congregation of St. Joseph. She spent her first years with the Sisters teaching religion
to junior high school students. Realizing that being on the side of poor people is an essential part of the Gospel, she
moved into the St. Thomas Housing Project in New Orleans and worked at Hope House from 1984 – 1986. During this
time, she was asked to correspond with a death row inmate, Patrick Sonnier, at Angola. She agreed and became his
spiritual adviser. After witnessing his execution, she wrote a book about the experience. The result was Dead Man
Walking: An Eyewitness Account of the Death Penalty in the United States. The book became a movie, an opera and
a play for high schools and colleges. Since 1984, Sister Helen has divided her time between educating citizens about
the death penalty and counseling individual death row prisoners. She has accompanied six men to their deaths. In
doing so, she began to suspect that some of those executed were not guilty. This realization inspired her second
book, The Death of Innocents: An Eyewitness Account of Wrongful Executions, which was released by Random
House in December of 2004. She is presently at work on another book, River of Fire: My Spiritual Journey.

Reed Brody, Counsel & Spokesperson for Human Rights Watch
Wednesday, October 22 at 1:30pm, MGC

Reed Brody is Counsel and Spokesperson for Human Rights Watch. His work as lead counsel for the
victims in the case of the exiled former dictator of Chad, Hissène Habré– who faces trial in Senegal – and
in the cases of Augusto Pinochet and JeanClaude “Baby Doc” Duvalier has been featured in four films,
including “The Dictator Hunter”. He is author of four Human Rights Watch reports on U.S. treatment of
prisoners in the “war on terror” and the book “Fautil Juger George Bush?” Before joining Human Rights
Watch, he led United Nations teams investigating massacres in the Democratic Republic of Congo and
monitoring human rights in El Salvador, and he helped to prosecute human rights crimes in Haiti. He
coordinated the International Commission of Jurists report “Tibet: Human Rights and the Rule of Law.”
His 1984 investigationun covered atrocities by the U.S.backed “contras” against Nicaraguan civilians. His
work has been profiled in the New York Times, National Public Radio, AlJazeera, the National Post, the
Wall Street Journal, La Croix and Le Monde.
Table Talk Lunch Series
The Politics of Immigration Reform
Wednesday, September 17 at Noon, KSLC
Climate Change: How Urgent the Debate?
Wednesday, October 8 at Noon, KSLC
AU Experts Analyze Election Results
Wednesday, November 5 at Noon, KSLC

