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Founded in 1896, the Washington College of Law (WCL) of
American University combines a rigorous and challenging at-
mosphere for legal studies with a highly personal approach to
teaching. WCL was established as a coeducational school to en-
sure that women, as well as men, would have the opportunity to
study law. The school’s origins underlie the faculty and admin-
istration’s special interest in the future of women in the law and
have led to a long tradition of providing full access to the study
of law to those who have been excluded from the mainstream of
the profession.

The Washington College of Law became a professional di-
vision of American University in 1949 and is fully accredited. It
is a member of the Association of American Law Schools and is
approved by the American Bar Association. The school meets
the requirements for preparation for the bar in all states and car-
ries the certification of the United States District Court for the
District of Columbia, as well as the New York State Department
of Education.

The focus of the curriculum is on the methodology, practical
skills, and theories fundamental to the practice of law. This is
carried out through a wide range of traditional course offerings,
supplemented by an extensive clinical program, simulation
courses, and an international law program. These educational
offerings are complemented by the vast legal network of federal
agencies, courts, regulatory commissions, international organi-
zations, and law firms present in Washington.

Academic Programs

The academic program leading to the Juris Doctor (JD) de-
gree is designed to allow students to develop special skills in
public law, business and commercial law, international law,
property and land use, and related fields. In addition to the JD
program, Washington College of Law offers the Master of
Laws (LLM) in International Legal Studies, Law and Govern-
ment, and Advocacy, as well as the Doctor of Juridical Science
(SJD) The LLM program in International Legal Studies permits
specialization in one of eight areas: international business law,
international environmental law, international human rights
law, gender and the law, international commercial arbitration,
free trade agreements and regional integration, international or-
ganizations, and international and comparative protection of in-
tellectual property. The LLM program in Law and Government
allows graduate studies in the broad areas of civil and constitu-
tional rights, business and financial regulation (including bank-
ing, trade, securities, tax, and antitrust law and policy), and
administrative law and regulatory practice (including health
law and policy, labor and employment law and policy, intellec-
tual property and information policy, environmental law and
policy, and immigration law and policy). The LLM program in
Advocacy provides opportunities for law graduates to enhance
their legal advocacy skills in and out of the courtroom and com-
bines a rigorous academic component and a breadth of practical
litigation training.

WCL also participates in dual degree programs with other
American University schools, which offer students the opportu-
nity to receive both a JD from the Washington College of Law
and a master’s degree in International Affairs with the School of
International Service; Justice, Law and Society, Public Admin-
istration (MPA), or Public Policy (MPP) with the School of
Public Affairs; or Business Administration (MBA) with the
Kogod School of Business. Dual degree LLM programs are
also available with the MBA, MPA, or MPP.

American University’s law school has a strong national and
international substantive focus, offering a broad range of
courses in addition to the basic program necessary for state bar
examinations. Clinical programs involve students in providing
representation, under close faculty supervision, of clients with
pending legal problems. Students have responsibility for every
phase of cases, from the initial client interview through the trial
or appeal. The Clinics include Community and Economic De-
velopment Law, Criminal Justice, DC Law Students in Court,
Disability Rights Law, Domestic Violence, General Practice,
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Glushko-Samuelson Intellectual Property Law, Janet R.
Spragens Federal Tax, Immigrant Justice, International Hu-
mans Rights Law, and Women and the Law. For more informa-
tion, go to: www.wcl.american.edu/clinical.

Beyond the classroom, clinical programs, and supervised
externships and field placements at federal, state, and local
agencies, courts, and legislatures, academic offerings are en-
riched by an extensive independent study program allowing for
intensive faculty-student work on complex legal research pro-
jects. In addition, Washington College of Law publications, in-
cluding The American University Law Review, The American

University International Law Review, The Administrative Law

Review, and The American University Journal of Gender, Social

Policy & the Law provide opportunities for students to develop
expertise in traditional legal writing and research. For more in-
formation and a full listing of WCL publications, go to:
www.wcl.american.edu/pub.cfm.

The basic first-year classes are taught using case analysis
and dialogue as well as the problem method. First-year students
take an intensive course in legal research and writing taught by
attorneys from leading law firms or government agencies. Up-
per-class courses are mostly elective and include a wide variety
of teaching styles and formats.

Law Library

The Pence Law Library is central to legal research for
Washington College of Law students. In addition to extensive
holdings of legal publications and periodicals, the Law Library
provides access to databases such as LexisNexis,Westlaw,
HeinOnline, LoisLaw, and WorldCat, as well as the websites
and catalogs of thousands of other libraries worldwide, includ-
ing the Library of Congress, the libraries of all members of the
Washington Research Library Consortium (WRLC) and the li-
braries of all other area law schools. All these holdings and da-
tabases can be searched through the Law Library's catalog,
LEAGLE, at http://leagle.wcl.american.edu/.

The library's special collections include depositories of US
and European Union documents; the Goodman Collection of
Rare Law Books; the Richard Baxter Collection in Interna-
tional Law; a collection of litigation documents, including tran-
scripts from the Iran Contra Controversy of the late 1980s; the
archives of the former National Bankruptcy Review Commis-
sion; and the only existing complete archive of the former Ad-
ministrative Conference of the United States. A new special
collection of legal fiction containing over 1400 titles was also
recently added. For more information on the Pence Law Li-
brary, go to: http://library.wcl.american.edu/.

Legal Study in Washington, DC

The Washington College of Law is located in the northwest
section of the city a short distance from Congress, the Supreme
Court, the United States District Court and Court of Appeals,
and the Maryland, Virginia, and District of Columbia courts.
Washington, DC is the center of all federal regulatory process,
and is the principal home of every major federal agency, such as
the Securities and Exchange Commission, the Federal Commu-
nications Commission, the Internal Revenue Service, and the
Federal Trade Commission. Washington is also the base for
cabinet-level departments such as the Department of Energy,
the Department of Education, the Department of Justice, and
other agencies which perform functions critical to the federal
system and contribute to an environment for legal education un-
paralleled outside this city. Judicial, executive, and legislative
internships form an integral part of the legal education of many
WCL students.

In addition, Washington is the seat of the world’s principal
intergovernmental financial institutions, including the World
Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and the Inter-American
Development Bank. Also located in Washington are the Orga-
nization of American States and the International Telecommu-
nications Satellite Organization. Private or nongovernmental
organizations, among them Amnesty International and the In-
ternational Human Rights Law Group, have offices in Wash-
ington, and a majority of the world’s leading international law
firms can be found here.

Taking advantage of this natural setting for legal study and
work, WCL offers many unique courses taught by its full-time
faculty and by specialists who are members of the adjunct fac-
ulty. Field components are available in various courts and gov-
ernment agencies, and are carefully supervised by faculty
members and designated field supervisors. For second- and
third-year students interested in part-time law-related jobs, the
Career Services Office coordinates requests for law student em-
ployment from law firms, corporations, courts, and government
agencies. Further, the law school offers a unique training pro-
gram in federal regulatory process which has a separate lecture
faculty of top-level officials from the government and private
sector.

For information regarding Washington College of Law ad-
missions, financial aid, or programs:
Office of Admissions
Washington College of Law
4801 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Suite 507
Washington, DC 20016-8085
phone: 202-274-4101
online: www.wcl.american.edu
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AU Abroad/Abroad at AU

AU Abroad offers the opportunity for students to study
abroad and gain full American University course credit. All stu-
dents are encouraged to learn and work in another culture. Stu-
dents may spend a semester or year at prestigious universities in
over 40 countries, spanning six continents. For programs high-
lighted below, students enroll in courses offered by American
University. For other programs, students utilize direct enroll-
ment at the host institution and receive full AU course credit
upon program completion. For more information and a full list-
ing of AU Abroad programs, call 202-885-1320 or
866-313-0757; e-mail auabroad@american.edu; or go to:
www.auabroad.american.edu/.

Belgium: Brussels
The European Union in Action Program offers students an

in-depth understanding of the European Union (EU) and
NATO. Based in Brussels, Belgium, it combines classes, semi-
nars, and internships, with access to decision makers in
Brussels, field trips, homestay housing, cultural activities, and a
European campus environment.

Chile: Santiago
Hosted by the Universidad Diego Portales (UDP), the Chile:

Santiago Program offers a rich analysis of the contemporary is-
sues that affect Chile and Latin America within a context of the
world stage, such as global climate change, sustainable devel-
opment, poverty, social issues, globalization, and politics.

China: Beijing
The Beijing program offers students a broad range of oppor-

tunities to learn about Chinese arts, culture, philosophy, politi-
cal science, economics, business, history, international
relations, Asian studies, and language while living, studying
and interning in Beijing. The program is a special institute
based on-campus at Peking University. Field trips, internships
and other activities provide students a truly in-depth look at
China. A Chinese language immersion track is also available.

Cuba: Havana
The Cuba: Havana program is a structured study abroad

program designed for academically curious students at an inter-
mediate to advanced level of Spanish who wish to delve deeply
into exploring the complex culture, history, international rela-
tions, and society of Cuba. Participants take courses taught in
English and Spanish by faculty of American University and
Cuba's Casa de las Americas on Caribbean and Latin American
studies, Cuban culture and the arts.

Czech Republic: Prague

The Prague programs bring to life Central Europe's art, ar-
chitecture and literature, as well as its complex political and
economic transitions. AU Abroad works with the organization
CET Academic Programs to administer programs in Central
European Studies, Film Production, Jewish Studies, and Pho-
tography.

Egypt: Cairo

Offered in partnership with AMIDEAST, the Egypt:
AMIDEAST in Cairo program is a structured study abroad pro-
gram where students focus on one academic theme, Middle
East/North African Studies. Students take a Modern Standard
Arabic (MSA) course for 3 credits and Egyptian Colloquial
Arabic (ECA) for 3 credits in addition to courses that delve into
the contemporary history, politics, culture, and development of
Cairo and Egypt.

England: London

Offered in cooperation with the Foundation for International
Education (FIE), the London Internship Program and London
Business Internship Program offer courses and internships op-
portunities in downtown London, while providing a chance to
experience British society and culture. Students take a required
course and internship for 9 credits and choose 6 credits of elec-
tive coursework.

France: Paris

In AU Abroad's Intensive French in Paris program, students
gain a full semester of college credit in this international center
of commerce and culture, while experiencing its many cele-
brated attractions. Students discuss global issues with Europe's
experts, learn about contemporary issues affecting French soci-
ety, and improve French language skills. Students study
through the Sorbonne's Course de la Civilization Française for
international students.

Germany: Berlin

The AU Abroad program in Berlin is an integral part of the
FU-BEST (Berlin European Studies) program of the Freie
Universität (FU) in the German capital. This program offers
fascinating perspectives on Germany in a broader European
context.
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Kenya: Nairobi
The Kenya: Issues in Sustainable Development in Nairobi

program combines an intensive and challenging externship
with language study and a core course in Kenyan culture, poli-
tics and development. Students also take elective courses at the
United States International University. Experience in urban de-
velopment is complemented with a week-long excursion to a
Kenyan village (including homestay) and a final retreat to
Kenya's Swahili coast.

Morocco: Rabat
Designed for students with an interest in studying Arabic

and the Middle East/North African region, the Morocco:
AMIDEAST in Rabat program incorporates courses taught by
Moroccan faculty, immersive housing options and numerous
cultural activities into the student experience. Students become
well-versed in the issues of contemporary Moroccan culture
and make significant progress in their Arabic and/or French
language skills.

Spain: Madrid
The Iberian Experience program offers students a broad

range of opportunities to learn about the cultural metropolis of
Madrid and the rest of Spain. Through the program's academic
curriculum, field trips, internships and other activities, students
are immersed in Spain's politics, history, culture and society, an
experience that fosters international consciousness and

cross-cultural learning. An intensive Spanish language track is
also available.

Spain: Madrid and the Mediterranean

Covering history, philosophy, mythology, literature, poli-
tics, and the arts, the Mediterranean Semester gives students an
interdisciplinary approach to understanding the major forces
that shaped the region. Although the semester is based in Ma-
drid, students travel extensively throughout the Mediterranean
to sites in Turkey, Italy, and Greece.

Abroad at AU

American University’s Abroad at AU program welcomes stu-
dents from around the world to study for a year or a semester in
the capital of the United States. Participants in Abroad at AU are
required to take a minimum of 12 credit hours per semester to
qualify as a full-time student. In addition, there is a noncredit op-
tion for students from partnership institutions.

Undergraduate Certificate in the
American Experience

Note: No new students will be admitted to this program for the

2012-2013 academic year.
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