The curriculum
reflects the
understanding

that the field
includes more than
governmental action,
and thus focuses on
the many dimensions
of international
cooperation and
diplomacy, civil
society networks,
community
organization,
environmental
ethics, international
political economy,
and environmental
justice.

he Global Environmental Politics program focuses on the
challenge of responding to environmental degradation.
It aims to understand the causes of environmental harm
and the ways that humanity can build a more sustainable
world. Housed within the School of International Service, the
program studies the bio-physical dimensions of environmental
issues as well as the socio-economic and global political
processes that shape the relationship between human beings and
the natural environment
The program hosts two Masters of Arts degrees of study.

GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

he MA program in Global Environmental Policy (GEP) places

students in the heart of environmental politics and policy
in Washington, D.C. Through core seminar courses, electives,
internships, a substantial research project and a myriad of public
events, students learn about and engage with the forces that
shape global and international environmental behavior

At the heart of the degree is a tripartite course of study in
which students focus on natural science, economics and policy
studies to build an integrated understanding of environmental
politics and policy. The curriculum reflects the understanding
that the field includes more than governmental action, and thus
focuses on the many dimensions of international cooperation
and diplomacy, civil society networks, community organization,
environmental ethics, international political economy, and
environmental justice

The relatively small size of the program enables students to
work closely with faculty and fellow students and allows them to
tailor their studies to personal interests and career goals. Our
graduates work in almost every significant governmental agency
in the US and in environmental ministries abroad. Our alumni
are making their careers in the major environmental NGOs in the
US and around the world, and in the environmentally focused
private sector. The GEP degree offers an intensive, coherent
immersion in global environmental policy and prepares students

for a broad range of career options.

SAMPLE CAREER AND INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Asociacén Coordinadora Indigena y
Campesina de Agroforesteria Comunitaria
Centroamericana - ACICAFOC
Association of Zoos and Aquariums
Center for American Progress

Chemonics

Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Conservation International

Earth Justice Legal Defense Fund

Environmental Defense

Global Environment Facility
Green Building Council
Greenpeace International
Inter-American Development Bank
International Finance Corporation

Millennium Challenge Corporation

National Geographic

National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration

National Parks Conservation Association
Natural Resources Defense Council
Nature Conservancy

Sierra Club

The Climate Group (China)

Toledo Institute for Development and
Environment - TIDE

U.S. Department of State

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
U.S. Department of Agriculture

White House Council for Environmental
Quality

Woodrow Wilson Center

‘World Bank

Worldwide Fund for Nature

Filming in the Galapagos
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This two-year
program trains
graduates to
advance sustainable
development at

the local, regional
and global levels,

to facilitate
international
cooperation in the
design of sustainable
development

and environment
policy, and to
generate strategies
for environmental
conflict
management.

NATURAL RESOURCES AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

he Natural Resources and Sustainable Development (NRSD)

program offers students the opportunity to study at and
receive degrees from both American University and the United
Nations-affiliated University for Peace in Costa Rica. It is unique
in that students learn about environmental and development
policies from the perspectives of both the global South and North
American University, in Washington, D.C., is uniquely situated
to do this through its strengths in international development,
global environmental policy, and economics, while The University
for Peace, in San Jose, Costa Rica, provides unparalleled
opportunities to take courses and gain practical experience in
sustainable development and natural resources management.

This two-year program trains graduates to advance sustainable
development at the local, regional and global levels, to
facilitate international cooperation in the design of sustainable
development and environment policy, and to generate strategies
for environmental conflict management. Alumni of the program
work at environment and development organizations throughout
the world—in the public, not-for-profit, and private sectors. The
NRSD program trains students to wrestle with challenges at the
interfaces between environmental degradation, social justice,
and economic development. Courses are taught in English, but
Spanish language is taught through the program and is useful for

the summer internship in the field
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FACULTY

Ken Conca

Director, GEP Program
PhD, University of California,
Berkeley

Water governance,
Environmental Security

and Peace-Making, Global
Environmental Governance

T. Garrett Graddy

PhD, University of Kentucky
Political Geography of
Agriculture, Food Security

Sikina Jinnah

PhD, University of California,
Berkeley

Climate Change Governance,
Trade and the Environment,
International Environmental
Cooperation, International

Organizations

Simon Nicholson

PhD, American University
International Environmental
Policy, Global Politics of
Food and Agriculture, Global
Technology

Judith Shapiro
Director, NRSD

PhD, American University
Environmental Politics

of Asia, Environmental
History, Environment and
Development

Paul Wapner

PhD, Princeton University
Global Environmental
Movements, Environmental
Ethics, International

Environmental Theory

Associated Faculty

Evan Berry

PhD, University of California
at Santa Barbara
Environmental Philosophy,
Religion and Environment

Robin Broad

PhD, Princeton University
Environment and
Development, Politics of the
Developing World

Albert Cheh

PhD, University of California,
Berkeley

Environmental Science,
Biochemistry, Energy

David Hunter

J.D., Harvard Law School
Environmental Law,
International Environmental

Law

Kiho Kim
PhD, University of Buffalo
Environmental Science,

Marine Conservation, Ecology

Stephen MacAvoy

PhD, University of Virginia
Environmental Science,
Biogeochemistry, Energy and
Resources

Paul Winters

PhD, University of California,
Berkeley

Environmental Economics,

Development Microeconomics

SELECT PUBLICATIONS

Ken Conca
Green Planet Blues: Four Decades
of Global Environmental Politics
(fourth edition, 2010).

Crisis of Global Environmental
Governance: Towards a

New Political Economy of
Sustainability (2008).

Governing Water: Contentious
Transnational Politics and Global
Institution Building (2006).

T. Garrett Graddy
"Seeds, Space, Power: An
in situ critical geography of
agrobiodiversity in the Peruvian

Andes” (Antipode, 2011).

"Agrarianism,” “Low Input
Agriculture,” and "Home
Gardens"” in Mulvaney, D., J.
Golson, P. Robbins (eds) Green
Food: An A-Z Guide (2010).

"Politics of Scale” in D. Mulvaney,
0! Golson) P, Robbins (eds] Green
Politics: An AZ Guide (2010)

Sikina Jinnah
"Evolving Responsibility?
The Principle of Common but
Differentiated Responsibility in
the UNFCCC" Berkeley Journal
of International Law Publicist
(2010).

"Marketing Linkages: Secretariat
Governance of the Biodiversity-
Climate Interface” Global
Environmental Politics (2011).

“Could International Access
Requirements Hinder Your
Research?” Science Magazine
(2009).

Simon Nicholson
“Intelligent Design?
Unpacking Geoengineering's
Hidden Sacrifices,” in Michael
Maniates and John Meyer
(eds.) The Environmental

Politics of Sacrifice (2010).

“A Sea Change in Food Aid?"
(2009) Foreign Policy (Online
Edition) July 23, 2009.

“Genetically Modified
Organisms and Global
Hunger: A Real Solution?”
Sustainable Development Law

and Policy(2008).

Judith Shapiro
Mao’s War against Nature:
Politics and the Environment in
Revolutionary China (2001).

Cold Winds, Warm Winds:
Intellectual Life in China
Today (1987)

Son of the Revolution (1983).

Paul Wapner
Living Through the End
of Nature: The Future of
American Environmentalism
(2010).

Principled World Politics.
The Challenge of Normative
International Relations (2000)

Environmental Activism and

World Civic Politics (1996)

Please see www.american.edu/sis/gep
for more information about career paths,
student research, courses, and faculty.




