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SIS-650: THE GLOBAL ECONOMY & SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT -- 

POLICY PAPER  

(based on research and analysis) 
 

To particularize the general situation and principles we are discussing in class, you are to choose 

a country (or region) and become an expert on that country’s interactions with the global 

economy over a certain time period and how those interactions affected its success at 

“sustainable development” over that time-period.  For your paper, you are expected to delve into 

3 sets of inquiries: 

 

1.) The research angle: to provide a sense of the state of your country’s economic 

interactions with the global economy.  For example, what is/was the status of the 

country’s trade, foreign investment, and debt (i.e. amount, composition, origin, 

destination, etc.)?  Another example: What are/were the country’s policies towards each 

of the 3 areas?  (You may include the 4th area -- aid -- if it seems important to your 

country.) 

 

2.) Combining research and analysis: What has been the impact of these policies towards 

and interactions with the global economy on your country’s “indicators” of sustainable 

development?  In other words, how have your country’s external economic relations 

(trade, foreign direct investment, debt, and, if you choose to include the 4th area, aid) 

affected its domestic development?  (Note that the task here is not simply to describe 

your country’s successes/failures at achieving sustainable development.  You are to focus 

on the linkage between your country’s interactions with the global economy and those 

successes/failures.)  

 

3.) Now the policy angle: What are your proposals to make your country’s interactions 

with the global economy more positive in terms of their impact on domestic 

development?  What steps might your country (government, private sector, and/or civil 

society) take in each of the 3 (or 4) areas to make them more supportive of sustainable 

development?  That is, what are your recommendations for change with respect to 

policies of trade, investment, and debt (and, if you are analyzing it, aid)?  You can be 

reshape or rollback or some combination. You can be very pragmatic or you can be a 

visionary.  However, be very clear about which you are and what obstacles exist to the 

implementation of your proposals.  How might these obstacles be surmounted?   

 For this third level of inquiry, some of you may want to propose policy changes 

for the rest of the world or at an international level. This is fair game.   

 

Needless to say, to answer these questions, you must define “sustainable development.” One 

obvious choice of definition for a student of development would be Brundtland’s. (If you have 

not committed this key definition to memory by this point in your graduate studies, review 

readings for class 3.) Another would be the UNDP’s (from its annual Human Development 

Report). While you are not required to use either of these definitions, it is expected that whatever 

definition of sustainable development you choose will allow you to analyze social, 

environmental, and economic impacts of your country’s interactions with the world economy.  A 

definition that relies on aggregate “economic growth” alone is not acceptable for this paper.  
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Note that a well-researched paper should not be based solely on online sources.  You are 

expected to also use library sources, including peer-reviewed academic journals. 

 

In this class, your paper also serves as a final examination.  Therefore, your paper must build on 

and integrate knowledge you have gained from class readings and discussions.  You should, for 

example, not analyze your country in a vacuum but instead connect your analysis and/or policy 

recommendations to your sense of the current global economy and trends in the global economy 

and global economic institutions.  (To repeat: Your paper must demonstrate that you have done 

class readings and attended class.  You might want to keep this in mind as you do your weekly 

homework assignments and to review those assignments and your class-notes as you plan and 

draft your paper.) 

 

This is not an easy research topic.  You will undoubtedly have moments of frustration as you 

research.  Therefore, in addition to the main topics listed above, your paper must also answer the 

following question:  What is lacking in your paper?  In other words, what are the limitations of 

your knowledge/research?  What further information would have allowed you to delve more 

deeply into these issues?  

 

Possible Collaboration 

Collaborative efforts are a wonderful learning experience and typically produce commendable 

results.  I highly recommend that you contemplate turning this assignment into a collaborative 

effort between two of you.  (The minimum length for such a paper is 40 pages.)  If you are 

interested in pursuing this route, you should discuss this with me as soon as possible to be certain 

the country is an appropriate one for collaboration.  Note also that collaboration implies that both 

authors receive the same grade.   

 

Format  
-- Minimum page length is 25 pages of text, with 40 pages as the maximum.  For collaborative 

papers, the minimum length is 40 pages (maximum of 60). Be sure to number your pages with 

text starting on page 1; I will not accept papers without them. (For further tips on how to do this, 

please see “Important Formatting Steps…” document in BB’s Assignment folder.) 

 

-- Typed, double-spaced (except for indented quotes which should be single-spaced).  Do not add 

extra spaces between paragraphs. 

 

-- Use a font size of a “normal” 12-font. (Your font size should match this assignment sheet 

which is Times New Roman 12-font.) 

 

-- “Normal” (1-inch) margins per side. 

 

-- You must begin your paper with an outline or table of contents (1 page or less, with page 

numbers) to demonstrate your paper’s internal coherence. You must also split your paper into 

sections or subsections that match this outline.  

 

-- Citations: Use numbered footnotes or endnotes (not parenthetical) references.  A word of 

caution: It is crucial that you know citation rules concerning the difference between common 
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knowledge, paraphrasing someone else’s fact/opinion, and direct quotations.  Read the required 

Davis book. If you still have questions, see me or another expert at AU. 

 

-- A “Works Cited” bibliography which lists only works you have explicitly referred to in your 

end-notes or footnotes.  Remember that the correct bibliographic format is different from the 

correct footnote format.  Need a brush-up?  I suggest Kate Turabian’s A Manual for Writers... 

(sold in the Campus Store) or the World Development journal style sheet (on Blackboard under 

“Assignments”). Turabian and other established formats can also be found online on the AU 

library web site. 

 

-- Fancy covers are not necessary and will not help your grade.  Please do NOT bind your papers. 

 

-- Correct spelling and grammar are necessary. 

 

Papers must fulfill all of these logistical/format and substantive requirements. Papers that do not 

do so – for example, without outline, numbered citations, works-cited bibliography, library 

research, 25-pages of text, etc. -- will be penalized grade-wise.  

 

 

Steps to be Taken 

 

1.) You must clear your country choice with me by class 4.  All I require by that time is the 

country name. Soon after you begin your research, however, you will also need to choose a time 

period for your paper’s focus. 

 

2.) Later in the semester, we will discuss how the two classes devoted to presentations of your 

papers will be set up. 

 

3.) The final paper is due at the start of class 13.  (See your syllabus for the precise date.)   

With rare exceptions for serious personal or medical problems (the latter with documentation), 

extensions will not be granted.  Check your syllabus and “topic facilitator” assignment for 

specifics on penalties for late papers.   

A warning for today’s world: Be prepared for viruses and technological failure. Back-up 

your files at very brief time intervals. Be sure to keep backup copies or hard copies of drafts …or 

to email drafts as attachments to your most trusted friends. 

 

4.) Be sure you do not pass in your only copy of the paper.  My house could burn down, etc. etc.  

Be risk adverse: keep a copy for yourself. 

 

5.) Use this assignment sheet as a check-list as you research and draft your paper.  Have you 

attempted to grapple with all the questions?  Have you included all aspects of the required 

format? 

 

6.) A final addendum to your paper may be due during exam period. This will be explained in 

class. 
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Hints: Sources That May Help 

 

1.) On Blackboard for this course (under “Assignments”), you will find a document providing 

advice on online research tools helpful for this course.   

 

2.) Re leading exports: UNCTAD, Handbook of International Trade & Development Statistics 

(annual) and Trade and Development Report.  Also check out UN Comtrade, the UN official 

source for imports, exports, and re-exports for 90% of world trade (over 140 countries). Access 

through the library databases.  UNCTAD Stat provides time-series data for world trade in 

merchandise and services, investment, international financial flows, foreign direct investment, 

and labor force data:  http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intItemID=1584&lang=1.  

 

3.) Re investment: In addition to what is mentioned above, see: UNCTAD’s annual World 

Investment Report, Institutional Investor magazine, Business International, U.S. Department of 

Commerce (re U.S. investment), U.S. Chamber of Commerce, economic counselor at embassy.  

 

4.) Re debt: World Bank previously titled Debt Tables and now called Global Development 

Finance (which is required reading for the “debt” week of this course); or OECD, Financing and 

External Debt of Developing Countries (annual).  

 

5.) Re aid: World Bank, USAID, embassies, the DAC of the OECD (www.oecd.org/dac/stats) 

.   

6.) Re environmental situation: World Resources Institute et al., World Resources (biannual), in 

library reference section and online. Some environmental groups have libraries which may or 

may not be accessible to student researchers. Many have country-specific program officers. 

 

7.) Re worker rights: The U.S. State Department’s annual human rights report has a country-by-

country analysis that includes discussion of the situation regarding worker rights.  These are 

typically available online through the US State Department or the Labor Department. Some 

country-specific reports by human rights groups such as Amnesty International, Human Rights 

Watch, and its sister organizations also have reports on worker rights in various countries.   

 

8.) On the development situation and various indicators, most of you know to look at the World 

Bank’s World Development Report.  But do not confine yourself to this; there are other great 

sources. You should be familiar with the annual UNDP Human Development Report (and/or 

other development indices). For much potentially useful information, see the Social Watch web-

site and annual report. Put your “development hat” on; you know many other potential sources 

from class 3 readings (or from such courses as SIS-637). 

  

9.) Conduct interviews (in person or via skype etc.): For example, interview country desk 

officers at AID, Commerce, Treasury, State, environmental NGOs, etc.  Find classmates or 

colleagues with useful contacts.  Network.  Be creative and energetic, but also be pragmatic and 

call it quits when someone clearly does not want to respond to multiple inquiries by you.  

 

10.) Talk to your colleagues in this class. Share research ideas and sources. 
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