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Introduction 
Since its founding in 1967 as a community of states working together to promote regional economic 
development, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has seen remarkable growth rates 
throughout the region, as well as tremendous expansion to ten member states today.  As an international 
organization deeply entrenched in trade, it has established free-trade agreements with most non-member 
Asian countries and taken great strides toward economic stability.  However, many member countries still 
face challenges regarding development, security, and their respective places in the global marketplace 
while at the same time undergoing rapid change in the face of globalization, the current world financial 
crisis, China’s rise as a major regional player, the spread of militant Islamism, and burgeoning internal 
demands for human rights and democratic participation.   
 
Some countries, such as Malaysia and Indonesia, have made rapid strides toward addressing these issues, 
while other nations, such as Laos and Burma/Myanmar, appear less affected by the forces of 
modernization.  Multiracial, democratic Muslim majority, middle-income Malaysia and Indonesia provide 
excellent venues for exploring this broad agenda.  Malaysia has experienced more than a half century of 
successful parliamentary institutions and integration into the global economy, while Indonesia opened up 
to globalization in the mid 1980s and democratic governance in the late 1990s.  Both enjoy excellent 
relations with all the other member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) as 
well as the United States and other regional powers.   
 
Vietnam, on the other hand, lies at the crossroads of a number of important academic debates of the post-
Cold-War era.  It has transitioned from a doctrinaire, Marxist, planned economy into one of the world’s 
most trade-open economies based on market principles, yet with continued state intervention and 
guidance.  It has engaged with the global economy in ways that defy the critics of global trade and 
investment regimes, but at the same time do not fully satisfy neoliberal economics. It has decentralized 
economic decision making while maintaining single-Party rule. Through its economic liberalization, it 
has opened spaces for citizen participation, yet the Party stays firmly in control of political messaging, the 
media and civil society.  Through these contradictions, Vietnam informs and defies theories about 
globalization, the East Asian developmental state model, transition theory from planned to market 
economies, decentralization and federalism, economic development, and democratization in transitional 
economies.   
 
Students interested in international development, globalization, governance, transition from communism, 
social change, and East Asian or Southeast Asian studies will find Vietnam, Malaysia, and Indonesia a 
unique set of locations from which to study the ways in which these countries and government are 
engaging with global economic and political structures as well as domestic dynamics.  
 

Program Description 
The program enables students to immerse themselves in the politics and culture of one of the most 
dynamic regions in the world.  The program serves as a base from which students can conduct research 
and undertake internships that explore a wide range of security, political, socio-cultural, and 
developmental issues.  Through core seminars, internship opportunities and/or independent research 
opportunities available in  Malaysia, Indonesia, and Vietnam, students will be able to individually tailor 
the Program to best fit their educational goals. 
 
The ASEAN Studies Program consists of five components: 
(a) A pre-departure workshop that will address the academics, logistics, policies, and guidelines for all 

participants. 
(b) A seminar in Vietnam that includes site visits and lectures led by prominent academics, politicians, 

government officials and non-governmental activists on critical issues regarding economic 
development and global integration. 
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(c) A seminar in Malaysia and Indonesia that includes a series of lectures and discussions on the 
impact of globalization on development, governance, and security in Malaysia and Indonesia, as well 
as security cooperation and economic integration in Asia Pacific region.   

(d) Internship opportunities throughout the ASEAN region that provide students with first-hand 
experience working in educational, nongovernmental, media, development and business 
organizations. 

(e) Independent research projects conducted in Vietnam, Malaysia, and Indonesia under the 
supervision of one of the Faculty Directors. 

 
Students will be responsible for posting to the SIS Summer Abroad blog as part of their participation in 
this Program.   
 
Seminar in Vietnam, 3 credits, May 20-June 12 
The three-week seminar in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City invites prominent Vietnamese academics, 
politicians, government officials, and non-governmental activists to speak with students about critical 
issues facing the country and the region.  Participants will gain firsthand insight into the ways that 
Vietnam has addressed its participation in the global economy and the impact that participation has made 
upon communities and individuals.   
 
Students in the Vietnam seminar will explore a variety of themes related to Vietnamese economic 
development, globalization, governance, transition from communism, and social change, including: 
 

· Vietnam’s economic reforms, decentralization and economic federalism 
· Vietnam’s engagement with globalization (trade and investment) 
· Vietnam in the context of the East Asian economic development model (comparisons to the 

High-Performing Asian Economies, HPAEs and the Developmental States) 
· Regional political integration (ASEAN), Vietnam-U.S. relations, and the new East Asian 

political environment 
· Post-communist transition, a case study of Vietnam in comparison 
 

Seminar in Malaysia and Indonesia,  3 credits, June 14—July 7 
The three-week seminar in Kuala Lumpur will be comprised of guest lectures from prominent Malaysian 
academics, politicians, government officials and non-governmental activists along with pertinent site 
visits.  Participants will explore the ways in which globalization has impacted both national and human 
security through direct interaction with stakeholders. 
 
The course will draw on pertinent readings and dialogue sessions with local experts to explore the 
region’s evolving place in the East Asia international order and how globalization is affecting democratic 
consolidation, economic transformation, state-civil society relations, and fundamental changes in 
interactions across ethnic, religious, cultural, class and gender lines. 
 
Students in the Malaysia and Indonesia seminar will explore a variety of themes related to the region’s 
evolving place in the East Asia international order, security, governance, and globalization, including: 
 

· The impact of globalization on  development, governance, security, and democratic 
consolidation 

· Economic transformation and integration 
· State-civil society relations 
· Fundamental changes in interactions across ethnic, religious, cultural, class and gender lines 
· The transnational dimension of human security 
· Security cooperation and challenges posed by transnational, national and subnational 

movements 
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Internships, 3 credits, variable dates 
SIS can place students who participate in either or both seminars in internship positions in the ASEAN 
region.  SIS maintains relationships with several organizations in ASEAN member countries and offers 
students the opportunity to intern through one of its established partnerships.   
 
Upon application, students will be required to indicate their internship organization preferences and 
identify the skills and qualifications that they would bring to an organization.  The application will be 
used by Program staff to match students with participating internship hosts.  Every effort will be made to 
ensure that students are matched with positions that will be challenging, intellectually stimulating, and 
personally fulfilling.   
  
Credit for the internship is earned through completion of the internship work and an academic project 
under the direction of the program director.  The grade earned on the academic project, together with an 
internship evaluation completed by the student’s internship site supervisor, will provide the overall grade 
for the internship credits. 
  
According to the minimum requirements at SIS for earning academic credit for an internship, students 
must work a minimum of 180 total hours.  Service at your internship must be related to your field and 
should consist of at least 85% substantive work (e.g., research, report writing, etc.). 
  
The start date and length of each internship will vary depending on the needs of the organization and the 
preference of the student intern.  Students are responsible for determining the dates of their internship 
with their site supervisor prior to beginning the internship and for reporting these dates to SIS.  Students 
who also participate in the program seminar cannot intern during the seminar dates. 
  
Students are responsible for making their own housing arrangements and for all housing costs and other 
personal expenses (transportation, meals, etc.) during the internship period.    
  
Please see the list of Internship Organizations, available on the Program website, for a sample listing of 
the internship organizations  
 
Independent Research, 3 credits, variable dates  
Students who do not wish to participate in an internship position and instead want to pursue an 
independent research project or Substantial Research Paper (SRP) may do so during their stay in Kuala 
Lumpur , Jakarta, Hanoi, or Ho Chi Minh City.  Based on a well-designed research proposal to be 
submitted and reviewed during the application and admission processes, exceptional students are 
considered for independent research projects on topics of their choice.  If accepted, students receive 
assistance with research design, contacts, logistics, and research resources while in Kuala Lumpur , 
Jakarta, Hanoi, or Ho Chi Minh City.   
 

N.B. Human Subjects Research 
If any portion of a student’s research involves human subjects as defined by AU’s Institutional 
Review Board (IRB) for the Protection of Human Subjects, that research must receive prior approval 
by the IRB or its designee.  To determine whether a research project qualifies or how to apply for 
review, students should consult the IRB website at: http://www.american.edu/irb/index.cfm  
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Program Schedule and Registration Options 
              April/May:  Dates for pre-academic meeting and pre-departure meetings TBA 

Variable dates:  Internships and Independent Research in Kuala Lumpur or Hanoi 
May 20:   Arrival in Hanoi for Seminar in Vietnam  
May 21-June 11:  Seminar and Site Visits in Vietnam 
June 12:  Depart HCMC from Vietnam Seminar 
June 14:   Arrival in Kuala Lumpur for Malaysia and Indonesia Seminar 
June 15 —July 6 :  Seminar in Malaysia and Indonesia 
July 7:   Depart Kuala Lumpur from Malaysia and Indonesia Seminar 

 Variable dates:  Internships in ASEAN region 
 
Students can participate in the program through an individually tailored combination of the following 
registration options:  
 

1. Vietnam seminar only (3 credits) 
2. Malaysia seminar only (3 credits) 
3. Vietnam and Malaysia seminars (6 credits) 
4. Vietnam seminar and ASEAN region internship or independent study (6 credits) 
5. Malaysia seminar and ASEAN region internship or independent study (6 credits) 
6. Vietnam seminar, Malaysia seminar, and ASEAN region internship or independent study (9 

credits) 
 
 

About Malaysia 
Malaysia is a constitutional monarchy with an elected federal parliamentary government.  The country is 
comprised of thirteen states, eleven on the Malayan Peninsula and two, Sabah and Sarawak, on the island 
of Borneo.  It is a rapidly developing, multi-ethnic country with a population of 27 million people 
(Malays 51%, other indigenous groups 11%, Chinese 24%, Indians 7%, and others 7%).  A 
democratically elected, multi-ethnic coalition government led by the United Malays National 
Organization (UMNO) has been returned to power in each successive election since independence from 
British rule in 1957.  Malay is the official language, but English and Chinese are widely spoken.  Islam is 
the official religion, but freedom of worship is upheld by the country's constitution.  Muslims form 60% 
of the population; Buddhists/Confucians, 22%; Christians, 9%; and Hindus, 6%. 

 
Kuala Lumpur (KL) is the capital and the largest city of Malaysia.  The city proper has a population 
estimated at 1.6 million.  Its metropolitan region - known as Klang Valley - has an estimated population 
of 6.9 million and is the fastest growing area in the country in terms of population as well as economic 
development.  The city is Malaysia’s legislative capital, economic and business center, and hub for 
cultural events.  It plays host to many international sporting, political, and cultural events, including the 
1998 Commonwealth Games and the 2008 Formula One World Championship.  In addition, Kuala 
Lumpur is home to one of the tallest buildings in the world, the Petronas Twin Towers, and has developed 
into an international shopping destination with a wide variety of shopping centers and mega-malls that 
carry well known global and local brands. 

 
Acquired by the British in 1786, and incorporated into the Federation of Malaya in 1948, Penang today is 
the only state in Malaysia where ethnic Chinese forms a plurality.  Georgetown, the capital city, is a 
UNESCO world heritage site.  It is also home to the Peranakan Chinese, descendants of early Chinese 
immigrants.  Although not Muslims, they have partially adopted Malay customs and speak a Chinese-
Malay patois, and possess a distinct identity in terms of food, dress, and culture.  The third largest state 
economy in Malaysia, Penang is home to leading high-tech electronics manufacturers (such as Dell, Intel, 
AMD, Motorola, Agilent, Hitachi, Osram, Plexus, Bosch and Seagate), thus earning it the nickname of 
“Silicon Island”.  In recent years, however, the state is experiencing a gradual decline in foreign direct 
investments due to cheaper labour costs in China and India.   
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About Indonesia 
With some 238 million people, Indonesia is the world's largest Muslim country and the fourth most 
populous nation.  Since its transition to democratic governance in 1998, it is now the world’s third largest 
democracy.  Three hundred distinct ethnic groups inhabit some 17,000 islands, with the politically and 
culturally dominant Javanese forming 42% of the population.  Indonesia's national motto, Bhinneka 
Tunggal Ika (Unity in Diversity) articulates a diversity of ethnicity and regional identities that shapes the 
country while emphasizing its shared identity, defined by a common Dutch colonial history and a national 
language (Bahasa Indonesia) which has been vigorously promoted since independence in 1949. While 
religious freedom is constitutionally guaranteed, only six religions - Islam, Protestantism, Roman 
Catholicism, Hinduism, Buddhism and Confucianism - are officially recognized.  Geographically located 
at the western rim of the Pacific “Ring of Fire,” the country is subject to frequent seismic activities; recent 
disasters include the 2004 tsunami that killed an estimated 167,736 in northern Sumatra, and the 
Yogyakarta earthquake in 2006.  Despite its large population and densely populated regions, Indonesia 
has vast areas of wilderness that support the world's second highest level of biodiversity.  

Jakarta is the capital and largest city of Indonesia, and tenth largest city in the world.  Located on the 
northwest coast of Java, its population of some 10 million inhabit an area of 255 square miles (the 
population of Greater Jakarta is 28 million strong).  Established in the fourth century as a major trading 
port for the Hindu Kingdom of Sunda, it served as the capital of the Dutch East Indies from 1619 to 1942 
(when it was known as Batavia) before becoming the capital of the Republic of Indonesia in 1945.  As the 
economic and political hub of Indonesia, Jakarta attracts vast numbers of domestic immigrants who bring 
their various languages, dialects, foods and customs.  The city is also home to a long-established minority 
Chinese population (6% of the city population) that performs a wide spectrum of economic roles.  Jakarta 
is also the seat of the ASEAN Secretariat. 

 

About Vietnam 
Vietnam is one of Asia’s oldest civilizations.  For three millennia, Vietnam fought Chinese dominance 
through a series of seemingly unending wars.  This history of independence struggle has shaped the 
Vietnamese sense of nationalism and independence.  French and U.S. occupations contributed to this 
sense of nationalism in the 19th and 20th centuries.  After decades of division and civil war, the country 
was finally unified under the Communist Party in 1975.  A decade into the new peace, Vietnam’s planned 
economy was nearing collapse and in 1986, the Party reformed the economy.  Opening the doors to trade 
and foreign investment, Vietnam is today a WTO member, one of the world’s top trading nations and the 
top recipient of foreign investment by size of the economy.  Vietnam is a member of the United Nations 
and as a sign of international recognition chaired the Security Council.  Vietnam holds the rotating chair 
of ASEAN in 2010 and is pushing for more regional integration.  The country is changing fast, and the 
dichotomy between bustling urban landscapes and rural farming villages is a stunning feature of this 
developing nation with an economic growth rate of 6-8% per year.  
 
The capital city of Hanoi is a newly minted megacity. In 1986, it absorbed a neighboring province to 
create space for its rapid growth. For visitors who stay in the center, Hanoi has the look of a hyperactive 
city in a colonial cloak. Its center is a UNESCO World Heritage site and a serene place to sit, drink 
coffee, think and await the emergence of the one surviving turtle in Hoan Kiem Lake. But Hanoi, which 
celebrates its 1,000 year anniversary in 2010, is also a densely populated metropolis with multiple 
universities, international banks, insurance companies and other businesses, and all the trappings of a 
cosmopolitan global city. It serves as a base for excursions to the gorgeous Ha Long Bay and the Northern 
Mountains region with its minority populations. 
 
The commercial capital of Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh City is one of Asia’s business and financial centers. 
Lacking the colonial charm of Hanoi, it is all business, including the social offerings and nightlife that 
comes with a burgeoning middle class. Ho Chi Minh City rivals any major Western city in traffic jams, 
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yet a few miles to the South lies the Mekong Delta with its floating markets, where boats, not cars or 
motorbikes, remain the mainstay of transportation. Life on the river and life in Ho Chi Minh City are just 
a dozen miles, yet seemingly centuries apart. But even in Ho Chi Minh City, one can easily find the open-
air noodle stall or haggle with a weathered peasant woman over the price of exotic fruit. The modern and 
the traditional Vietnam live on side by side in both capitals to the north and south.  
�
� �

Program Personnel 
Faculty Director, Malaysia and Indonesia  
Professor Pek Koon Heng received her Ph.D. from the School of Oriental and African Studies, London 
University.  Her areas of specialization are international relations, comparative politics, and the political 
economy in Southeast Asia.  She is an Assistant Professor and Director of ASEAN Studies Center at 
American University’s School of International Service.  She is also the Course Chair of the Maritime 
Southeast Asia Advanced Area Studies program at the Foreign Service Institute, Department of State;  
Vice-President of the Washington-based Malaysia-American Society; and a member of the Washington-
based Southeast Asia Roundtable.  Professor Heng has previously taught at the University of Auckland in 
New Zealand, University of Hull in England, National University of Malaysia, Temple University Japan 
in Tokyo, American Graduate School of International Management (Thunderbird) Program in Tokyo, and 
Peking University (visiting professor).  She has been a Rockefeller Foundation Fellow, and a Visiting 
Fellow at both the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore and the Institute of Security and 
International Studies at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok.  She also worked for the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (Orderly Departure Program) in Bangkok.  

Faculty Director, Vietnam  
Professor Thomas Jandl teaches at the School of International Service at American University. He 
researches trade and investment liberalization and decentralization, with an emphasis on SE Asia and 
particularly Vietnam. In addition to his academic work, he advises the governments, including Vietnam, 
on economic policy, international integration and public diplomacy. He regularly writes about economic 
policy and Vietnam-U.S. relations in Vietnamese newspapers. At AU, he teaches, among other courses, 
on the East Asian development model and culture and development. 
 
 

Who Should Attend 
This interdisciplinary program welcomes applications from students in all majors and disciplines and 
from any U.S. university.  Graduate students and advanced undergraduates with interests in comparative 
political systems, development and globalization studies, international security, economics, education, 
human rights, international communication, Islamic studies, international politics, Asia area studies, peace 
and conflict resolution, environmental studies, anthropology, and/or sociology are invited to apply. 
 
 

Program Orientation 
Students are required to attend a pre-departure workshop at American University and are provided with 
background readings before leaving for Malaysia or Vietnam.  The mandatory orientation covers 
administrative and logistical issues and also introduces students to the main features of the academic 
component of the program.  This meeting may take place over one or two days in April or May and is 
mandatory. 
 
In the Fall 2012 semester, SIS will host post-program events for all students who participated in SIS 
Study Abroad programs, including  the student research panels during International Education Week (in 
November).  Students will also be asked to participate in a de-briefing session in order to assess the 
Program’s impact on professional and career objectives. 
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Program Fees 
Students enrolled in the program pay tuition  for each course for which they are registered at the 
prevailing American University tuition rate.  For graduate students, this is $1,272 per credit hour (or 
$3,816 per course); for advanced undergraduates, this is $1,114 per credit hour (or $3,342 per course).   
 
Students also pay a base program fee of $1,950  This fee is for one seminar only and covers the 
orientation program, double-occupancy lodging for the duration of the program, program-related group 
site visits and field trips, ground or air transportation to and from academic sites, mandatory international 
health insurance, some group meals, guest lectures, and faculty supervision.  Students participating in 
both seminars  (KL/Jakarta and Vietnam) pay an additional $750 to cover the cost of the second seminar.     
 
Students who also register for the internship or independent research portion of the Program are 
responsible for making and paying for their own housing arrangements during their internship or 
independent research period, and are also responsible for all other personal expenses (transportation, 
meals, etc.) during this period.  Students will pay an internship program fee of  $100 for international 
travel insurance and for internship coordination 
 
Participants are responsible for their own travel to Hanoi and from Ho Chi Minh City for the seminar in 
Vietnam, and to and from Kuala Lumpur for the seminar in Malaysia and Indonesia; ground 
transportation during the internship or independent research period; most meals; any and all immunization 
and/or immigration documents; and all personal expenses.  A suggested amount of $1,500-$2,000 is 
recommended for students’ personal use and spending while on the program.   
 
 

Visa Information 
Students are solely responsible for obtaining any and all visas or other immigration documents to enter 
Malaysia and/or Vietnam.  SIS supports students in this endeavor and assists with necessary letters or 
other documents as needed.  
 
For more information on entry requirements for Vietnam, students should consult the following website: 
http://www.vietnamembassy-usa.org/consular_services/visa_info/.  As of November 14, 2011, citizens of 
the United States require a visa to enter Vietnam, and additional documentation may be required if you 
are entering from another country, or leaving and re-entering. Travelers also must have a passport that is 
valid at least six months past travel dates in Vietnam.  The Dept. of State recommends that students have 
at least two blank visa pages available in their passports. More information from the Dept. of State can be 
found at the following website: http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1060.html 
 
For more information on entry requirements for Malaysia, students should consult the following website:  
http://www.imi.gov.my/index.php/en/entry-requirements.  As of November 14, 2011, citizens of the 
United States do not require a visa to enter Malaysia for a stay of 90 days or less.  An entry stamp, 
specifying the allowed number of days, is issued upon arrival.  Passports must be valid at least six months 
beyond the visitor’s stay in Malaysia.  The U.S. Department of State recommends that students carry their 
passports with them at all times.  More information from the Dept. of State can be found at the following 
website:   http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_960.html.   
 
For more information on entry requirements for Indonesia, students should consult the following website:  
http://www.embassyofindonesia.org/.  As of November 11, 2011, citizens of the United States require a 
visa to enter Indonesia, and additional documentation may be required if you are entering from another 
country, or leaving and re-entering. Travelers also must have a passport that is valid at least six months 
past travel dates in Indonesia.  The Dept. of State recommends that students have at least two blank visa 
pages available in their passports. More information from the Dept. of State can be found at the following 
website: http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_2052.html 
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Medical Information 
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommends that travelers consult a health care provider 4-6 
weeks prior to traveling abroad.  It also recommends that travelers make sure their routine vaccinations 
are up-to-date.  For more information on vaccinations and travelers’ health issues, consult the CDC 
website: http://wwwn.cdc.gov/travel/destinationMalaysia.aspx   
 
The CDC further recommends that travelers to Vietnam have up to date vaccinations for Hepatitis A and 
B, Typhoid, Yellow Fever, Japanese Encephalitis and take an anti-malarial drug.  The Vietnamese 
government requires travelers arriving from yellow fever areas to present proof of vaccination.  Anti-
malarial medications are recommended for some areas of Vietnam, but neither Hanoi nor Ho Chi Minh 
City are in a malarial zone.  Vietnam is one of the areas reporting dengue activity as of November 14, 
2011.  More information can be found on the CDC website: 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/outbreak-notice/dengue-tropical-sub-tropical.htm 
  
While no special vaccinations are required for entry to Malaysia as of November 14, 2011, the Malaysian 
and Indonesian governments require travelers arriving from yellow fever areas to present proof of 
vaccination.  The CDC further recommends that travelers to Malaysia and Indonesia are vaccinated 
against hepatitis A, hepatitis B, typhoid, and Japanese encephalitis.  Rabies vaccination is only 
recommended by CDC for travelers involved in any activities that might bring them into direct contact 
with bats, carnivores, and other mammals.  Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta are not in a malarial zones.   
 
 

Nuts and Bolts of Enrollment 
Application 
Students must complete and return all parts of the application, which can be found in the final pages of 
this program brochure.  No incomplete applications will be accepted.  Completed applications should be  
e-mailed to SIS Study Abroad Programs (address on page 14) by February 27, 2012 for priority 
consideration. 
 
Components of the application are as follows: 

· Participant Application and Information Form 
· Internship Interest and Application Form (if applicable) 
· Independent Study Application Form and supporting documents (if applicable) 
· Personal Statement 
· Résumé/C.V. 
· Unofficial transcript 
· Academic Advisor Approval Form (if applicable) 
· Non-Degree/Visiting Student Information Form (if applicable) 
 

Admission and Acceptance 
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis but must be received by February 27, 2012 for priority 
consideration.  As part of the review process, the Faculty Director of the SIS Director of International 
Programs may invite students to meet with them to discuss the submitted application.  Enrollment is 
limited to approximately 10 students.  Once admitted to the Program by SIS, students receive notification 
via e-mail.  At that time, students will be required to submit a non-refundable deposit of $250 to SIS, 
through a check or money order made payable to American University, to secure their place in the 
Program.  
 
Registration 
Once the non-refundable deposit of $250 is received, students will be registered for the appropriate 
courses by SIS and receive e-mail confirmation from SIS.  Once registered, students are billed through the 
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AU Office of Student Accounts for the program fee and course tuition.   
 
Financial Aid 
Students are able to use AU financial aid, including loans, to cover tuition for course(s).  Some awards 
may  not apply to summer registration, so students will need to consult their financial aid advisors for 
specific information.  Students should also remember that in order to be considered full-time students in 
the summer semester, they will need to be registered for 6 credits or receive in lieu certification from their 
academic advisor.  Students should consult their advisors to discuss their eligibility. 
 
Payments   
Students are required to pay the program fees (tuition and program fee) in full a minimum of seven 
days before the start of the program.  Students will be dropped from the course by the Office of the 
Registrar if payment is not received by that time.  If this happens, a reinstatement fee of $100 will be 
added to the outstanding balance, all of which must be paid in advance for re-registration.  To avoid 
complications, students should be prepared to alert SIS about any financial aid that they have pending for 
the summer. 
 
Withdrawal Policy 
Once students have accepted their place in the program and paid the deposit, they are committing to 
participating in the program.  Students may NOT drop the program courses on-line or through their 
academic advisor.  Students seeking special permission to withdraw must contact the SIS Director of 
International Programs in writing (rbellinger@american.edu). 

Students who are granted special permission to withdraw from the program will be responsible for 
any expenses incurred on their behalf prior to the date of withdrawal from the program; these 
expenses are non-refundable.  Tuition refunds in this program do not follow the standard refund policy 
as outlined in the American University Schedule of Classes.  No refunds are guaranteed after the program 
start date and depend upon the terms of any/all contracts between American University and affiliates of 
this Program.  

 
Program Cancellation Policy 
In the event that SIS has to cancel the Program prior to the start date, enrolled students will be notified in 
writing and will receive full refunds for tuition, program fee and deposit. 
 
 

Additional Information 
Visiting Students 
Degree-seeking students from other educational institutions are welcome to apply to the Program.  They 
must complete the Non-Degree/Visiting Student Information Form included in the application.  Under 
D.C. law, students under age 26 must also complete an immunization form.  This form needs to be 
returned with the application materials and can be found on-line at:  
http://www.american.edu/ocl/healthcenter/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&pageid=39852. 
�
International Students 
Students who are not citizens or permanent residents of the United States may be required to obtain �
immigration documents from AU to enter or re-enter the United States as a function of their participation 
in the program.  For information regarding visa status, benefits and limitations, international students 
should consult with the office of AU International Student and Scholar Services, or the appropriate office 
on their home campus.   More information for AU international students is also available online at 
http://www.american.edu/ocl/isss. 

Students needing to withdraw from the Program after having accepted an offer of admission must  
contact the SIS Director of International Programs in writing at rbellinger@american.edu.�



�
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Alumni Audit 
The alumni audit option is not available for SIS Summer Study Abroad Programs. 
 
Tuition Remission 
Current staff members at American University who are also enrolled as degree-seeking AU students may 
apply their tuition remission benefits to the seminar portion of this program only.  Staff members who wish to 
apply the benefit to the program will need to seek the approval of their supervisor first and submit written 
authorization as part of their application.  For additional information, staff members may contact the SIS 
Director of International Programs (rbellinger@american.edu). 
 
 

Deadlines 
Due to the logistics involved in planning this program, the application process begins immediately.  
Applications are reviewed in the order they are received.  Applications received after the program is full will 
be put on a waitlist in the order they are received.  Applications should be received by February 27, 2012 for 
priority consideration. 
 
 

Contact Information 
Return completed applications to: 
SIS Study Abroad Programs 
(Mailbox: SIS 116, Main Office) 
American University 
4400 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20016 
E-mail: sisabroad@american.edu  
Fax: 202-885-2494 
 
 
Questions?  Please contact SIS Study Abroad Programs at 
sisabroad@american.edu  
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