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Amonyg the nniversities of the land American
University is yet young; but vou have a great
futiire — a great opportunily for initiative, for
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vonstructive thinking, for praciical idealism,
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and for national service. And you are fortunate
Address of the President of the United Statey indeed to bave the o pportunity of moving for-
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. Ladies and Onsan:.‘_gl
The President of the United States

Doctor Christic: Ladies and gentlemen: The President
: of the United Stares. )

President Roosevelt: Chancellor Gray, Ladies and Gen-
tlemen: Itis very delighcful to me to become today an alum-
. nus of Amencan University, and 1 am honored also in the
. association with your new Chancellor which it affords. May
all the guardian angels be with your adminiscration, Doctor
Gray, including that delighcful new angel chat we have
heard about from Bishop Hughes—che fiscal angel.

I am grateful also for che refercnce by Chancellor Gray
to the increasing use of experts in the affairs of our Govern-
ment. I assure him thar the people of the United Staces and
their Presidenc are doing their very best to keep up with
these experts.

And so for this and many other reasons, it is a good
thing for our American life chat this University should

. be situated in the Capital of che country. It is good in che
opportunity which it gives to higher education to come into
a more intimate understanding of the pracrical problems of
what we call government; it is good for government to ex-
pand its associations with the teachers and pupils of a liberal
institucion. -

The New School of Public Afgivs

1t 15, of course, matural thac [ should take special interest
in the announcement made by Doccor Lawrence, my old
friend, of the creation of 2 School of Public Affairs by
American University. Many articles have been writeen,
many speeches are being made today and tomorrow secking
to review and to estimate che history of the United States
during the past year, and [ am willing to hazard the guess
that very few of these cpitomes will stress what 1o me stands
out as one of the most salient features of a salient year in
our Ametican life.

I speak of the amazing and universal increase in the in-
telligent interest which the people of the United States ace
taking in the whole subject of government. In cities, in

; 5 - haralets, and on farms men and women in their daily con-
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- 11

& UNCERWTGD & u

Awicrican dveeeidy L .



racrs with each other are discussing, as never before, except
in time of war, the methods by which community and na-
tional problems are ordered; and war is not, a5 a marrer of
fact, an exception, because in such case there is bur a single
objective.

In the broader problem of present times in so far as it
affects government of ali kinds, local and stare and federal
and international, we in this country today are thinking not
merely in terms of the moment, but in terms that apply to
all che resc of our lives and o the lives of our children and
grandchildren. It is true thar the immediate canse of chis
logical and deep-seated new intcrest was a crisis—an imme-
diate crisis that broke over our heads 1 year ago. It would
have been possible, pechaps, for all of us ro have sought only
a temporary cure for the immediate illness of the Nation;
and we can be thankful that we have studied and are engaged
in the process of eradicating the deeper causes of rhat illness
and of many other illnesses of the body politic.

The Need for a Trained Personnel

In so doing, we need very definitely practical contacts
between che collegiace and educational world and the oper-
ations of government. The development of our economic
life requires the intelligent understanding of the hundreds
of complicated clements in our seciety. Government needs
very definitely not only the soviological and economic points
of view, but it needs also che practical assistance of men and
women who represent the acadenmiic, the business, and the
professional elements in all cur eommunicics.

Yes, we neced a trained personnel in government. We
need disinterested, as well as broad-gauged educated public
officials.  And, my friends, that part of our program we
have by no mwcans sclved yet; but it can be solved, and it
can be accomplished withour the creation of 3 national
bureaucracy which would dorminate the national life of our
gavernmental system.

An Assurance of Ceoperalion

And chac is why [ am especally happy in the announce-
ment of che establishment of this School of Public Affairs.
1 can assure you of the hearty cooperation of the Adminis-
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tracion in all its branches. Tn the conduct of this school
the more widely you can draw on every part of che Nation
for the membeeship of its student bedy, the greater will be
its influence in che disseminarion of knawledge of guvern-
ment throughoue the councry.

_ Among the universities of the land American Universicy
is yet young: but you have a great fururc—a great uppor-
tunity for initiative, for construcrive thinking, for prac-
tical idealism, and for narional service.  And you are fortu-
nate, indeed, to have the opportunity of moving forward
under che lcadership of Chancellor Gray.

The Renediction

 Doctor Christic: The benediceion will be pronounced by
Bishop John W. Hamilcon.

Bishop Hamilton: The peace of God that passeth all
understanding keep your heares and minds in the knowledge
and love of God and of His Son, Jesus Clirist, our Savior;
and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, be with you, round about you, hemceforch and
focever. Amen. .
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