
 

Panelist Biographies 

Fred I. Greenstein is Professor of Politics Emeritus at Princeton University. His books include 

Children and Politics (1965), Personality and Politics (1969), The Hidden-Hand Presidency: 

Eisenhower as Leader (1982), How Presidents Test Reality (1989, with John P. Burke), The 

Presidential Difference: Leadership Style from FDR to Barack Obama (2009), and Inventing the 

Job of President: Leadership Style from George Washington to Andrew Jackson (2009). He is a 

fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and past president of the International 

Society for Political Psychology. He received a BA from Antioch College in 1953 and a PhD. 

from Yale University in 1960. 

Paper Title: “Standing Neustadt on His Head: The Leadership Style of Dwight 

Eisenhower.”  

---------- 

 

 

Richard S. Conley teaches American and comparative politics.  His research focuses on the 

American Presidency and comparative executives and legislatures (France, Canada, Ireland).  He 

recently published The Historical Dictionary of the George W. Bush Era (2010) and is author of 

The Historical Dictionary of the Reagan-Bush Era (2007), The Presidency, Congress, and 

Divided Government: A Postwar Assessment (2002), and editor of Reassessing the Reagan 

Presidency (2003) and Transforming the American Polity: George W. Bush and the War on 

Terror (2004).  His articles have been published in American Politics Reserach, Comparative 

Political Studies, Congress and the Presidency, Political Science Quarterly, Political Research 

Quarterly, and Presidential Studies Quarterly, among others.  His forthcoming research includes 

The Historical Dictionary of the William Clinton Era (2011) and "Congressional Position Votes 

in the Truman Administration, 1947-52" in Congress and the Presidency.  He is currently 

working on a book on Prime Ministerial leadership in Canada based on research at the Canadian 

National Archives in Ottawa, Ontario.  He has also directed summer- and semester-long study 

abroad programs in Dublin, Ireland, and Paris and Aix-en-Provence, France.   

 

Paper Title: "Signing On and Sounding Off:  Signing Statements in the Eisenhower 

Presidency, 1953-60."  

---------- 

 

 

Roger H. Davidson is Professor Emeritus of Government and Politics at the University of 

Maryland, College Park and Visiting Professor of Political Science at the University of 

California, Santa Barbara.  From 1980 to 1988 he held the post of Senior Specialist in American 

National Government and Public Administration with the Congressional Research Service, U.S. 

Library of Congress.  He is a Fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration. 

 

Born in Washington, DC, and raised in Fort Collins, CO, Dr. Davidson attended the University 

of Colorado and received his Ph.D from Columbia University.  He began his teaching career at 



Dartmouth College, moving to the University of California, Santa Barbara, where he served as 

chairman of the political science department and associate dean of Letters and Science.  He has 

been a visiting professor at Johns Hopkins, Georgetown, American, and George Washington 

universities, and has lectured or conducted seminars on U.S. politics and policy making 

throughout this country and in Europe, South America, Africa, India, Japan, Australia, New 

Zealand, and other South Pacific countries.  In 1991 he was awarded an Elliot/Winant Lecture 

Fellowship by the British-American-Canadian Associates for a series of lectures in the United 

Kingdom.  In 2002 he was John Marshall Professor at the University of Debrecen, Hungary, 

awarded by the Hungarian Fulbright Commission. 

 

Dr. Davidson served as professional staff member for a study of the House committee system in 

1973-1974 (the Bolling Committee) and in 1976-1977 served in a similar capacity for a 

successful revision of the Senate's committee system (the Stevenson Committee).  He has been a 

consultant to the White House, national study commissions, and the Center for Civic Education.  

He serves on the boards of several research organizations, including the Governance Institute, 

the American University's Center for Congressional and Presidential Studies, and Indiana 

University’s Center on Congress. 

 

Dr. Davidson is author or coauthor of numerous books, monographs and  articles dealing with 

politics and policy making.  Among his books are Congress and Its Members (12th ed., 2010), 

the leading textbook on the subject; Congress Against Itself (1977); The Role of the 

Congressman (1969); The Politics of Comprehensive Manpower Legislation (1972); and A More 

Perfect Union (4th ed., 1989).  Edited volumes include The U.S. Congress and the German 

Bundestag (1990); First Among Equals: Senate Leaders of the Twentieth Century (1991); The 

Postreform Congress (1992); Remaking Congress (1995); Masters of the House: Congressional 

Leaders over Two Centuries (1998); Understanding the Presidency (6th ed., 2008); and 

Workways of Governance (2003).  His essays on U.S. Government and Congress have appeared 

in The World Book Encyclopedia and Microsoft Encarta. 

 

Paper Title: "Eisenhower and Depressed-Areas Legislation, 1955-1961" 

---------------- 

 

 

Stepehen Hess is a Senior Fellow Emeritus at the Brookings Institution. Hess served on the 

White House staffs of Presidents Eisenhower and Nixon. He has been a US Delegate to the UN 

General Assembly and the UNESCO General Conference, and National Chairman of the White 

House Conference on Children and Youth. His books include Organizing the Presidency (3
rd

 

edition, 2002, Brookings), and What Do We Do Now? A Workbook for the President-Elect 

(2008, Brookings).  

 

Paper Title: “What Congress Looked Like From Inside the Eisenhower White House.” 

---------------- 

 

 

Stephen J. Wayne is a well known author and lecturer on American presidents and the 

presidency. A Professor of Government at Georgetown University since 1988 and a Washington-



based “insider” for over 40 years, Wayne has written or edited 11 books, many in multiple 

editions, authored numerous articles, chapters, and reviews that have appeared in professional 

journals, scholarly compilations, newspapers and magazines. In His best known works are The 

Legislative Presidency, The Road To The White House now in its 8th edition,  

Presidential Leadership with George Edwards also in its 8th ed. and Is This Any Way to Run a 

Democratic Election?, recently published in its 4th ed. 

 

Professor Wayne, frequently quoted by White House journalists, regularly appears on television 

and radio news shows. He lectures widely at home and aboard to international visitors, college 

students, federal executives, and business leaders. He has testified before Congress on the subject 

of presidential elections and governance and before the Democratic and Republican Party 

advisory committees on the presidential nomination processes. 

 

At Georgetown, Professor Wayne teaches courses on the American Presidency, presidential 

elections, and Psychology and Politics. Wayne has been a past president of the National Capital 

Area Political Science Association, a founder and president of the Presidency Research Group, 

and an active member of the American Political Science Association, the Center for the Study of 

the Presidency, and the International Society of Political Psychology. He is on the adviser board 

for the Center of Congress and the Presidency at American University. 

 

Paper Title: “The Eisenhower Administration: The Bridge from the Personal to the 

Institutionalized Presidency.” 

---------------- 

 

 

Jordan Tama is Assistant Professor at American University’s School of International Service 

and Research Fellow at AU’s Center for Congressional and Presidential Studies. Dr. Tama 

specializes in national security policy and the foreign policymaking process. He is the author of a 

book under review for publication on how national security advisory commissions can trigger 

important reforms after crises, and has published articles in a variety of scholarly and popular 

publications. Dr. Tama has served as a speechwriter for former U.S. Representative Lee 

Hamilton, and as a member of the Intelligence and Counterterrorism Expert Advisory Groups for 

Barack Obama’s presidential campaign. 

 

Paper Title: “Eisenhower, Congress, and Foreign Policy” 

---------------- 

 

 

Moderator Biographies 

 

Walter J. Oleszek is senior specialist in American national government at the Congressional 

Research Service. In 1993, he served as policy director of the Joint Committee on the 

Organization of Congress. He is an adjunct professor of political science at American University 

and a frequent lecturer on political affairs. Oleszek is the author of several books, including 

Congressional Procedures and the Policy Process, Eighth Edition (CQ Press, 1995). He is also 

co-author of Congress and its Members, Twelfth Edition (CQ Press, 2000), with Roger H. 



Davidson and Frances E. Lee as well as Congress Under Fire: Reform Politics and the 

Republican Majority (Houghton Mifflin, 1997), with C. Lawrence Evans. 

 

 

Michael J. Birkner is Professor of History at Gettysburg College and Benjamin Franklin 

Professor of Liberal Arts.   He has taught at Gettysburg since 1989, chairing the department from 

1993-2003.  Birkner is the author or editor of nine books and more than two hundred scholarly 

and popular articles on history.  His interest in the Eisenhower presidency is reflected in 

numerous essays on Eisenhower, politics during the Eisenhower years, and on Ike’s chief of 

chief, Sherman Adams. One of his recent books is a biography of Eisenhower for young adults, 

published by Scholastic Press in 2005.  Birkner runs an annual workshop for teachers on the 

Eisenhower years in cooperation with Carol Hegeman, Supervisory Historian of the Eisenhower 

National Historical Site. 

 

 


