
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
BACHELOR OF ARTS IN JUSTICE AND LAW CHECK SHEET (120 Semester Hours) 

 

The B.A. in Justice and Law, with concentrations in criminal justice or criminology, analyzes the foundations, 
functions, policies, and procedures of justice.  Crime and deviance are serious public policy concerns in 

American Society, and systems of justice are the main public policy responses for dealing with these problems.  
Cross-cultural and international perspectives are brought to bear when they shed light on the nature of crime and 

deviance in America or on the workings of American systems of justice. 
 

Student’s Name_____________________________________________   AU ID#_____________________ 
                                    (Last)                      (First)                     (Middle)       

University Math Requirement            _________   University English Requirement – 6 Hours 
        College Writing                               __________ 
        College Writing Seminar                  __________  
General Education Requirement – 30 Hours     
Area 1: The Creative Arts      Area 4: Social Institutions and Behavior 
Foundation:________________________________   Foundation:_________________________________ 
2nd Level:__________________________________   2nd Level:___________________________________ 
Area 2: Traditions that Shape the Western World   Area 5: The Natural Sciences 
Foundation:________________________________                                Foundation:_________________________________ 
2nd Level:__________________________________                                2nd Level:___________________________________ 
Area 3: Global and Multicultural Perspectives                                
Foundation:________________________________                                 
2nd Level:__________________________________                                 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS – 51 Semester Hours 
CORE REQUIREMENTS: (7 Courses - 21 Credits) 

 
 

Note: JLS-103, JLS-104, JLS-205 and JLS-280 should be completed before any other Justice courses are taken 
  Completed     In Progress 

JLS-103 Critical Issues in Justice _________   _________ 
JLS-104 Introduction to the Systems of Justice _________  _________ 
JLS-205 Introduction to Criminology _________  _________ 
JLS-280 Introduction to Justice Research  _________  _________ 
JLS-307 Justice, Law and the Constitution  _________  _________ 
JLS-309 
JLS-402 

Justice and Public Policy [Prereq.: Junior Standing or Permission of Instructor ]       
Comparative Systems of Law & Justice [Prereq.: Junior Standing or Permission 
of Instructor ] 
 
3 Credits from Law & Society, See back for available courses 

_________  
_________ 
 
 
_________ 

 _________  
_________ 

 
 

_________ 
 

CONCENTRATIONS 
You must take 15 credit hours with 12 credit hours in one of the following concentrations, Criminal Justice or Criminology, and 3 

credit hours from the other concentration. At least 5 courses in the concentration/electives must be taken at the 300 level or above. 
 

Criminal Justice Concentration: Choose from 4 of the courses listed below, and choose one additional course from the 
Criminology Concentration. JLS-104 must be taken as a prerequisite prior to beginning the Criminal Justice Concentration. JLS-280 is 
required as a prerequisite for all courses listed below at the 300 level or above.  
                      Completed     In Progress                
Prerequisite:  
 
JLS-200 
JLS-210 
JLS-211 

JLS-104 
 
Deprivation of Liberty (Gen Ed 4:2)                    
Policing in America                                                                                        
Contemporary Issues in American Law Enforcement                           

 
 

  
 
 

JLS-230 
 
Prerequisite:  

Corrections in America    
 
JLS-280 
                                                                                            

_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 

 _________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 

JLS-311 Introduction to Forensic Science                      
JLS-332 
JLS-342 
JLS-431 
JLS-444 
JLS-530 

Corrections and the Constitution                                               
Judicial Administration  
The Prison Community                                                 
Selected Topics in Criminal Justice                                             
Concepts of Punishment                                                                              
  

   



     
Criminology Concentration: Choose from 4 of the courses listed below, and choose one additional course from the Criminal Justice 
Concentration. JLS-205 must be taken as a prerequisite prior to beginning the Criminology Concentration. JLS-280 is required as a 
prerequisite for all courses listed below at the 300 level or above. 
 

Electives:                                               (Select four additional courses offered by the JLS Department)                    
 

JLS-______ 

JLS-______ 

JLS-______ 

 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 

_________  

_________  

_________ 

  

_________  

_________  

_________ 

JLS-______ ___________________________________________ _________  _________ 

  
 Law and Society:                                 (Select one of the following courses in Law and Society)                     
 
JLS-101 
JLS-110 
JLS-202 

 
Introduction to Law 
Western Legal Tradition (Gen Ed 2:1)  
History of International Thought and Law 

 
 
_________ 

  
 
_________ 

JLS-203 Law and Social Theory (Prerequisite: JLS-101)    
JLS-225 American Legal Culture (Gen Ed 2:2)    
JLS-308 
JLS-352 
 

Justice, Morality and the Law 
Psychiatry and the Law 
                                                                                       

 
 

  
  

  
*Additional Opportunities for Justice and Law Majors 
  
JLS-390 
JLS-392 
JLS-490 
JLS-491 
JLS-521 
 
JLS-551 
JLS-XXX 

 
Independent Reading Course in Justice 
Cooperative Education Field Experience 
Independent Study Project in Justice 
Internship in Justice Setting 
Justice Workshop or Justice Practicum, Insider’s View of Justice, Advocate: 
Offender in Society, Judicial Affairs/Alternate Dispute Resolution 
Comparative Justice Studies Abroad 
Honors Research Project 

 
 
 
_________  
_________  
 

  
 
 
_________  
_________  
 

 
*No more than 9 hours total with a maximum of 6 hours in any one of the following: internships, cooperative education placements, independent 
study, independent reading, Washington Semester programs and American University study abroad programs. 
 
*A minimum grade of “C” (2.0) is required in all courses being used to fulfill major requirements. 
Dean’s List Qualifications: Minimum 3.5 G.P.A. (Fall or Spring only) in at least 15 completed credits, at least 12 credits of which must be A-F.   
Transfer Students who anticipate graduation with honors (3.5 or better) must complete at American University at least one-half (60 semester hours) 
of the credits required for the degree.  

Prerequisite: 
 
JLS-206 
JLS-215 
JLS-245 

JLS-205 
 
Justice and Deviant Behavior                             
Violence and Institutions (Gen Ed 4:2)                                     
Cities and Crime (Gen Ed 4:2)                          

 
 
 

  

JLS-368 Juvenile Delinquency: Causes, Prevention and Treatment                                         Complete   In-Progress 
 
Prerequisite: 
 
JLS-303 
JLS-313 

   
JLS-280 
 
Drugs, Alcohol and Society  
Organized Crime                            

 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 

  
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 

JLS-315 
JLS-401 
JLS-445 
JLS-454 
JLS-458 
JLS-517 

White Collar and Commercial Crime               
Criminal Behavior: A Psyc. Analysis                                         
Selected Topics in Criminology            
Violence in America                                          
The Juvenile and the Law                                     
Victimology                                                                                                                

   

JLS-526 
JLS-550 
 

Domestic Violence                                             
Drugs, Crime, and Public Policy                        
 

 


