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STEVE COLLINS 

Steve Collins, Senior Research Associate, first heard about JPO at a 

job fair when he was a junior at AU and it immediately caught his 

interest. He began working in the office during his senior year and 

upon graduation in 2011, he joined JPO as a full time staff member. 

He encourages those interested in a career in criminal justice to get 

involved now, when criminal justice is such a hot topic. “Criminal 

justice is currently receiving lots of national attention, so always be 

aware of the opportunities. Drive and desire combined with a 

unique skill set will be proponents for change.”  In the current cli-

mate, there are countless opportunities to get involved in criminal 

justice reform. For college students, now is the perfect time to find 

what you are passionate about in the criminal justice world and 

pursue it.   

As someone who has been involved with JPO since undergrad, Steve has many wonderful memories about 

the experiences he had and continues to have with the office. One event in particular tops them all. “The 

NADCP Conference is my favorite event to go to each year. We get to meet up with consultants and other 

national partners that we work with on a day to day basis. It’s great to catch up with them both personally 

and professionally, and learn about the progress being made in their work over the past year.” In looking to 

the future, Steve is most excited about JPO delving into contemporary issues regarding race relations in crim-

inal justice. These topics are at the forefront of the national conversation and people are calling for change. 

Through conversation and collaboration with JPO’s staff, consultants and national partners, the possibilities 

to create progress together are endless. 

When not working on justice reform, Steve loves to scuba dive. “What I enjoy most about it is the feeling of 

total weightlessness and tranquility that comes with being submerged in beautiful surroundings.”  Speaking 

of beautiful surroundings, he also got married this July. Congratulations, Steve!  


