
#MeetJPOConsul tants  

Dr. Roger Peters 

Dr. Roger Peters has worked as a consultant for American University, 

School of Public Affair’s Justice Programs Office for 20 years, enjoying “the 

collaboration with the AU/JPO staff and the opportunity to provide tech-

nical assistance and consultation to the field.” He has a Ph.D. in Clinical Psy-

chology and has been a licensed psychologist in Florida since 1988. His re-

search, training and consultation, and clinical work has focused on offend-

ers with substance abuse disorders, including those who have co-occurring 

mental disorders. In the early 1990s, he served on the NADCP Board of Di-

rectors and helped develop the Ten Key Components of Drug Courts for the 

U.S. Department of Justice. Since then, he has conducted research on drug 

courts and completed several drug court outcome evaluations, as well as 

provided consultation and technical assistance for a number of problem-

solving courts. He currently serves on the Florida Supreme Court Task Force 

for Mental Health and Substance Abuse Issues.  

 

For those interested in a career in criminal justice, Dr. Peters advises that obtaining a graduate degree in 

criminal justice, social sciences or in related fields “can significantly enhance your career opportunities, and 

it’s often useful to take some time to work in the criminal justice field before completing your graduate de-

gree.” Dr. Peters finds true value in spending time visiting the drug courts and criminal justice programs in 

person. Through meeting the staff and participants, one can come to understand their unique challenges, 

their innovative approaches in working with justice-involved individuals with substance use disorders and can 

start to lay groundwork to help areas that can be strengthened. These site visits are Dr. Peters’ favorite part 

of being a consultant. They “provide a unique opportunity to ‘give back’ to those in recovery and to staff who 

are working to support offenders’ recovery, and an opportunity to learn about new and innovative strategies 

being implemented in the field.”  

 

In his free time, Dr. Peters enjoys golfing, scuba diving and traveling. 


