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Kierra Zoellick 

Kierra Zoellick, Program Associate, graduated from 
University of Iowa with a Bachelors in Political Science 

and American Studies in 2010. She worked at a law firm 
in Iowa City and then went on to earn her Masters in 

International Development from American University. 

Upon graduation, she worked at the Public 

International Law and Policy Group, focusing on issues 
related to constitution drafting. In 2015, she joined JPO 

as the Office Coordinator and became a Program 
Associate in September 2016. When asked what drew 
her to JPO, she says, “One of the cornerstones of 

criminal justice reform is making sure peoples’ rights 
are respected and that people are treated fairly. JPO’s 

focus on that through various projects such as drug 
courts and right to counsel immediately drew me in.” 

Kierra advises those interested in a career in criminal justice reform to pursue any opportunity that 

helps get their foot in the door. Find an organization that you are passionate about and seize any chance 
to get involved – even if it isn’t the position you originally were looking for. “It’s important to get your 

foot in the door any way you can. I started off as Office Coordinator and was able to move up to the 
programmatic side to a position that I was passionate about.” There will always be chances to move 

towards what you want – it’s important to get yourself in the room, first.  Over her two years here, 
Kierra has had several memorable experiences and one of her favorites has been going on site visits to 
operational courts.  “It’s great to see the system in action while acknowledging the barriers and 

challenges to the reforms you want to make.”  You can’t effectively reform what you don’t fully 
understand; site visits are a crucial component in responding to the needs of the system.  

As for the future of JPO, Kierra is most excited about expanding the vision of the office. In the past, JPO 

has had almost a singular mission within the drug court world. While those courts are immensely 
important, “it will be exciting to broaden JPO’s horizons by focusing on interconnected issues that help 

the system as a whole.”  

A diehard Cubs fan, Kierra is hoping to channel their World Series victory as she coaches AU’s Mock 
Trial team at the National Championship Tournament this year in Los Angeles. They are hoping to best 

their last year’s 3rd place finish and with Kierra as their coach and two JPO Student Researchers on the 
team, we’ve got all the faith in the world in them. Hey JPO, what do you say? The AU Mock Trial team is 

gonna win today (well, April 21st - 23rd)!!  


