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Lars Levy 

Lars Levy has been a treatment professional since 1983, origi-
nally beginning as a counselor and program director of the 

outpatient clinic in the Parish of St. Mary in South Louisiana. 
After a few years, it became evident to him that South Louisi-

ana needed an inpatient drug and alcohol facility and later, af-
ter receiving a grant from SAMSHA, Lars and his staff began 

converting an out-of-use hospital to service inpatient clients. 
In 1992, they completed a grant to open a halfway house for 

women and children and admitted 12 women and 24 children 
soon after. The drug court movement started gaining some 
momentum in 1995, attracting the attention of Lars and his 

staff. The following year, they were working on beginning their 
first adult drug court in the state, with a second one to follow 

in a neighboring parish a year later.  “Within the next 6-8 years we had, within these two south Louisiana 
Parishes, two Adult Drug Courts, two Juvenile Drug Courts, two DUI Courts and two reentry courts. Need-

less to say, I was very busy as I was the coordinator of all eight of these courts.” 

He became a member of the Board of Directors of LADCP in the late 90’s and began to make acquaintanc-
es with many of the associated agencies in Washington, D.C. During 2001-03, he started doing technical 

assistance for American University, which lasted only for those two years as he became too busy in Loui-
siana with the growing drug court field. After his retirement beginning around 2013, he began working 

on TA projects for AU again and has been a consultant for JPO ever since. “It has been a great pleasure to 
use my experiences to help other courts find ways to improve their courts.” 

One thing Lars has learned in his many years of experience in the field is the acknowledgement that the 

knowledge in the drug/alcohol/mental health field is always progressing and anyone associated with the 
fields should pay close attention to new and developing best practices. These evidence based protocols 
should be taken advantage of to improve participant’s success rates. For those interested in a career in 

criminal justice, one should get an education regarding addiction, stay open minded to look for new con-
cepts and always be attentive to new information regarding best practice and evidence based protocols 

within one’s court. Lars’ favorite part of being a consultant is being able to help the team you are charged 
with assisting. After leaving a site, “hearing that they have used many of the ideas and the team becoming 

successful is most gratifying.” Personal highlights from site visits include educating a team who heeds to 
improve their treatment components.  

A fun fact about Lars is that in his spare time, he likes to spend time as an amateur astronomer and he 

“has a few very nice telescopes”. He also loves to travel and watch his wife enjoy photography. 


