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EMPLOYMENT

VISITING
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EDUCATION
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TEACHING
FIELDS

PUBLICATIONS

Department of Economics Office phone: (202) 885-3688

American University Cell phone: (401) 654-0701

4400 Massachusetts Ave NW E-mail: boris.gershman@american.edu
Washington, DC 20016, USA Web: nw08.american.edu/~gershman

American University, Washington, District of Columbia, USA
Assistant Professor of Economics, August 2012 — present

University of Warwick, Department of Economics, Coventry, UK
Visiting Scholar, December 2014 — August 2015

Max Planck Institute for Tax Policy and Public Finance, Munich, Germany
Visiting Scholar, March 2015

Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island, USA
Ph.D., Economics, May 2012

Thesis: “Economic Development, Institutions, and Culture Through the Lens of Envy”
M.A., Economics, May 2008

New Economic School, Moscow, Russia
M.A., Economics, May 2007, cum laude

Moscow State University, Moscow, Russia
B.Sc., Economics, May 2005, summa cum laude

Economic Growth and Development
Economics of Culture
Agent-Based Computational Macroeconomics

Banks, Market Organization and Macroeconomic Performance:
An Agent-Based Computational Analysis (with Quamrul Ashraf and Peter Howitt).
Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization, March 2017, 135, pp. 143—-180.

Witchceraft Beliefs and the Erosion of Social Capital: Evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa.
Journal of Development Economics, May 2016, 120, pp. 182-208.

How Inflation Affects Macroeconomic Performance:
An Agent-Based Computational Investigation (with Quamrul Ashraf and Peter Howitt).
Macroeconomic Dynamics, March 2016, 20 (2), pp. 558-581.

The Economic Origins of the Evil Eye Belief.
Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization, February 2015, 110, pp. 119-144.

The Two Sides of Envy.
Journal of Economic Growth, December 2014, 19(4), pp. 407-438.
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Book
CHAPTERS

PUBLICATIONS
IN RUSSIAN

WORKING
PAPERS

RESEARCH IN
PROGRESS

RESEARCH
PRESENTATIONS

Envy in the Process of Development: Implications for Social Relations and Conflict.
Economics of Peace and Security Journal, October 2013, 8(2), pp. 13-19.

Macroeconomics in a Self-Organizing Economy (with Quamrul Ashraf and Peter Howitt).
Revue de I’OFCE / Debates and policies, 2012, 124, pp. 43-65.

Long-Run Development and the New Cultural Economics. In Demographic Change and
Long-Run Development. Edited by Matteo Cervelatti and Uwe Sunde. Cambridge, MA:
MIT Press, 2017, forthcoming.

Income Inequality and Economic Growth: An Empirical Survey.
Ekonomicheskaya Nauka Sovremennoi Rossii, July 2009, 2, pp. 91-104.

Income Inequality and Economic Growth: A Theoretical Survey.
FEkonomika i Matematicheskie Metody, April 2009, 45(2), pp. 19-30.

Capital-Skill Complementarity and the Emergence of Labor Emancipation
(with Quamrul Ashraf, Francesco Cinnirella, Oded Galor, and Erik Hornung).
Under review

Subnational Diversity in Sub-Saharan Africa: Insights from a New Dataset
(with Diego Rivera). Under review

Measuring Regional Ethnolinguistic Diversity in Sub-Saharan Africa: Surveys vs. GIS
(with Diego Rivera). Under review

Witcheraft Beliefs as a Cultural Legacy of the Atlantic Slave Trade

Subnational Diversity and Conflict in Sub-Saharan Africa
(with Diego Rivera)

Industrialization and Slavery in the Antebellum U.S. South
(with Quamrul Ashraf)

Reference-Point Formation, Inequality, and Segregation

In 2017:
CSAE annual conference, University of Oxford, March
American University, School of International Service, March
ASREC 16th annual conference, Boston MA, February

In 2016:
Florida International University, Department of Economics, October
Ethnicity and diversity conference, Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, June
Development economics and policy conference, Heidelberg University, June
ASREC 15th annual conference, Chapman University, March

In 2015:
University of Sussex, Department of Economics, April
Queen’s University Belfast, Management School, March

20f5



TEACHING
EXPERIENCE

In 2014:
CESifo Venice summer institute, Venice International University, July
Summer workshop in economic growth, University of Warwick, July
Conference on deep-rooted factors in economic development, Brown University, May
American University, Department of Economics, April
ASREC 13th annual conference, Chapman University, March
Middle East Technical University, Department of Economics, January

In 2013:
Bilkent University, Department of Economics, December
EEA-ESEM congress, University of Gothenburg, August
University of Namur, CRED workshop, June
ASREC 12th annual conference, Arlington VA, April
Workshop on growth and development, University of Southern Denmark, March
University of Copenhagen, Department of Economics, March
George Mason University, Center for Study of Public Choice, January

In 2012:
University of Oxford, Department of Economics, February
Gettysburg College, Department of Economics, February
University of South Carolina, Moore School of Business, January
American University, Department of Economics, January

In 2011:
New Economic School, Moscow, December
Higher School of Economics, Moscow, December
NEUDC conference, Yale University, November
Midwest Economic Theory Meetings, Vanderbilt University, November
Brown University, Workshop in Macroeconomics, October
Williams College, Department of Economics Lunch Seminar, September

In 2010 and earlier:
Moscow State University, Department of Economics, December 2010
Southern Economic Association annual meetings, Atlanta GA, November 2010
New Economic School, NES/CEFIR seminar, July 2010
Brown University, Macro Lunch seminar, Novembers 2007, 2009, 2010

American University
Macroeconomic Analysis-IT (doctoral). Instructor, Spring 2013 — Spring 2017
Intermediate Macroeconomics (undergraduate). Instructor, Fall 2012 — Spring 2017
(including honors sections and a version of the course with calculus)

Brown University
Econometrics-IT (advanced undergraduate). TA for Koen Jochmans, Fall 2010
Introduction to Econometrics (undergraduate). TA for Stefan Hoderlein, Spring 2010
Macroeconomics-1I (doctoral). TA for Peter Howitt, Spring 2009
Macroeconomics-I (doctoral). TA for David Weil, Fall 2008

New Economic School
Econometrics-I11 (master’s). TA for Stanislav Anatolyev, Spring 2007
Open-Economy Macroeconomics (master’s). TA for Kirill Sosunov, Fall 2006

State University of Humanities, Moscow, Russia
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HoONORS,
AWARDS, AND
FELLOWSHIPS

EARLY
RESEARCH
EXPERIENCE

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Microeconomics-I (undergraduate). TA for Mikhail Afanasiev, Fall 2006

5th Lindau Nobel Laureate Meeting on Economic Sciences, August 2014
Invited young scientist

American University
International Travel Award, Spring 2016, Spring 2013
Faculty Data Purchase Award, Spring 2015
Mellon Faculty Award, Spring 2014

Brown University
Merit Dissertation Fellowship, Fall 2011 — Spring 2012
Summer Research Fellowship, 2011
Abramson Prize for the third-year research paper, 2010
Stephen R. Ehrlich Fellowship, 20072008

Russian Academy of Sciences, Central Economics and Mathematics Institute
Research Grant, Laboratory of Mathematical Economics, 2008—2009

New Economic School
Best Student Paper Award, 2007
Best TA Award, 2007

Moscow State University
Sberbank Fellowship, 2004-2005
Moscow Mayor Fellowship, 2003-2004

Brown University
Research assistant to Prof. Peter Howitt, Fall 2009
Research assistant to Prof. Oded Galor, Summers 2008—-2009

Russian Academy of Sciences, Central Economics and Mathematics Institute
Research fellow, Laboratory of Mathematical Economics, 2006—2009

Moscow University of Industry and Finance
Researcher, Department of Innovation Projects, 2003—2005

Organizer of the Economics Research Seminar Series, American University, 2012-2014
Member of the American Economic Association, Furopean FEconomic Association

Fellow of Spatial Structures in Social Sciences (S4), Brown University, 2010 — present
Organizer of the Macro Lunch Workshop, Brown University, 2010-2011

Recipient of Teaching Certificate I, Sheridan Center for Teaching and Learning, 2009
Translator for Quantile, international econometric journal in Russian language, 2007-2010

Referee for Economic Journal, European Economic Review, Journal of Development Eco-
nomics, Journal of Economic Growth, Journal of the European FEconomic Association,
Macroeconomic Dynamics, Public Choice, Review of Economics and Institutions, Southern
Economic Journal
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LANGUAGES Russian (native), English (fluent), Spanish (intermediate, DELE Bésico certificate, 2001),
German (intermediate, DSH certificate, 2004)

March 22, 2017
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