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EDUCATION

1996-2005

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Ph.D. in the Department of Political Science

Doctoral Dissertation: “Diminishing Democracy? The Politics of Ethnic Accommodation in Namibia”
1994-1996 

McGill University 

Masters of Arts Degree in the Political Science Faculty, awarded 1996.

Masters Thesis: “How Democratic Can You Go?  Transition and Consolidation of Democracy in Namibia and Botswana”

1988-1992

University of Wisconsin at Madison 

Bachelor of Science Degree awarded December, 1992

Double major in the Departments of Political Science and History 
TEACHING INTERESTS
Comparative politics

African politics

Developing world politics 




Democratization and political change

RESEARCH INTERESTS



Political and social change in multi-ethnic states




Constitutional engineering during democratic consolidation

The politics of land in Africa, with special emphasis on Southern Africa




Democratic lessons from the Third Wave




Consolidating cultures of tolerance and human rights in post-conflict states
PUBLICATIONS 

April 2009
Book Review of Transitions in Namibia. Which Changes for Whom? Henning Melber, ed. 2007. Uppsala, Nordiska Afrikainstitutet.  In African Studies Review, Vol. 52, No. 9.
Fall 2007
Book Review of The Rise and Fall of the Caucasian Race: A Political


History of Racial Identity, Bruce Baum. 2006. New York, New York University. New Political Science.

Winter 2003
Book Review of Democratic Distributive Justice, Ross Zucker.  2001. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  New Political Science, Vol. 25.

Summer 2001
Book review of Popular Resistance and the Roots of Nationalism in Namibia, 1915- 1966,  Tony Emmett.  1999.  Basel, Switzerland: P. Schlettwein Publishing.  The South African Journal of International Affairs. Volume 8, Number 1

Winter 2000
“Namibia’s Recent Elections: Something New or Same Old Story?”   

The South African Journal of International Affairs.  Volume 7, Number 2

RESEARCH

Ph.D. Dissertation: “Diminishing Democracy? The Politics of Ethnic Accommodation in Namibia” 

Date of Graduation: Summer 2005

Dissertation Committee: Catharine Newbury (head), Andrew Reynolds, Julius Nyang’oro, Gary Marks, Joshua Forrest  

My research examines cleavages that may develop in a post-transitional democracy with multiple ethnic groups.  In particular, my dissertation looks at how minorities function in a multi-party state with an ethnic super-majority. I challenge the common assumption that ethnic diversity is to blame for democratic failures, and instead turn to structural limitations which undermine consensus and encourage ethnicity as primary (and potentially undemocratic) identity.  In the case of Namibia, I argue that democracy is threatened by institutional weaknesses which have allowed the ruling party, Swapo, to consolidate power without the support of ethnic minorities.  

Using primary data collected from Namibia, my dissertation considers the reasons behind the weakening of the post-independence power-sharing structure, and the effects this has had on two of the more cohesive minorities, the Herero and the Rehoboth Basters.  The bulk of my work comes from an analysis of interviews conducted with politicians and bureaucrats at the national and local levels, with Herero and Baster traditional authorities, as well as with other prominent actors in these communities.  I was also able to conduct a range of interviews with indigenous human rights workers and media representatives.  My findings confirm a range of institutional problems and point to a distinct feeling of alienation within minority ethnic groups that has grown in intensity since independence.  Therefore, I am able to draw conclusions about institutional solutions for Namibia as well as apply my analysis to other multi-ethnic states.
RESEARCH and PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
2004- current

Reviewer




New Political Science
1997-2001

Research Assistant




Dr. Liesbet Hooghe 


Dr. Catharine Newbury
 

Dr. Gary Marks, Director of the Center for European Studies

2000


Visiting Researcher
Department of Sociology, University of Namibia

National Society for Human Rights, Windhoek, Namibia
1997


Assistant to the Book Review Editor 

Dr. James White, Book Review Editor for The Journal of Politics

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Fall 2005 - current
Assistant Professor, American University 




Government 130: Introduction to Comparative Politics




Government 231: Third World Politics

Government 235: Dynamics of Political Change
Government 310: Introduction to Political Research 






Government 432: Topics in Selected Countries: Africa


Government 532: Political Institutions and Processes in Selected 

Countries: Africa

Fall 2000 -

Instructor, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Spring 2000
            Political Science 59: Contemporary African Politics

Political Science 60: Political Change and Modernization 

1999


Graduate Assistant, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
The Burch Field Seminar: Civil Society, Democratization and Economic Development in Southern Africa; with Dr. Julius Nyang’oro 

Held at the University of Cape Town, South Africa

1997-1999

Teaching Assistant, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Political Science 86: International Relations

 

Political Science 64: Modern Political Thought

Political Science 41: American Politics

PRESENTATIONS  at PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCES and MEETINGS

April 2007 
“The Rebirth of Patronage?  Land Redistribution in the Post-Big


Man Era”


           

Annual Conference of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago
February 2001
“The Importance of Being Burch: Undergraduate Research and Learning at the Burch Field Seminar in Cape Town” 

Students, Study Abroad, and International Exchange in Africa: an African Studies Association Symposium; UNC-Chapel Hill 

November 2000
“The Politics of Ethnic Identity and Democratization in Namibia” 

Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association; Nashville, Tennessee

May 2000

“Dissertation Work-in-Progress Report”  

Annual Conference of the Association for Anthropology in Southern Africa;  Windhoek, Namibia

October 1998
“Out of Africa: Insights on Democratic Transition from the African Cases”  

Co-authored paper with Steven Wuhs, Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting

1997 


“SADCC and SADC: From Coordination to Integration?  An 

Update.”  

1997 Northeast Political Science Association Annual Meeting 

1997


“SADCC and SADC: From Coordination to Integration?”  

1997 Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting

OTHER PRESENTATIONS 

October 2007

“The Power of One, The Power of Many: Changing the Politics of 



HIV/AIDS in Africa”




Forum hosted by the African Students Organization at American 

University, Washington, DC

October 2002

“Homophobia…or Hope? The Politics of Gay Rights in Africa”


Guest Speaker for the Gay, Lesbian, Bi- and Transsexual Students Association Seminar on Human Rights; UNC-Chapel Hill, North Carolina

September 2002
“9-11 in Africa: Lessons Learned or Opportunities Missed?”

Guest Speaker at the Red, White, and Blue Forum; Sponsored by Zeta Phi Beta and Kappa Alpha Psi; UNC-Chapel Hill, North Carolina
AWARDS

Summer 2009

Distance Learning Course Development Award




School of Public Affairs, American University 
Summer-Fall 2001
Dissertation Research Travel Grant

University Center for International Affairs at UNC-Chapel Hill

Spring 2000

Off‑Campus Dissertation Research Fellowship
Graduate School of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

1999


Graduate Certificate for International Development and Social 

Change: Democracy and Democratization 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, awarded February
RELEVANT TRAVEL

2001, 1999-2000
Dissertation Research Fieldwork

1997
 

Namibia




1999


Research and Teaching Semester  

Cape Town, South Africa; field visit to Zimbabwe
LANGUAGES

French: spoken and written; Afrikaans, Otjiherero: some spoken and written


28 April, 2009
