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WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS 

 
Susana Adamo is a research scientist at the Center for International Earth Science Information Network 
(The Earth Institute, Columbia University) and an adjunct assistant professor in the Undergraduate 
Program in Sustainable Development in the same university. She is also a member of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee of the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research and co-coordinator of 
the Population and Environment Research Network (PERN). She received her a PhD in demography and 
sociology from the University of Texas at Austin. Dr. Adamo’s research encompasses several fields: 
environmental migration and displacement, social vulnerability and environmental change, dynamics of 
internal migration in developing countries, rural/urban demography, and all aspects of data integration 
related to demography and environment links. Among other projects, she has worked on the development 
of gridded population databases including topics such as distribution and net migration; vulnerability and 
climate variability in Latin America; migration, cities and climate change; vulnerability to winter storms 
in the US Northwest; migration and meningitis in Sahel countries; and land use and population change in 
Latin American and the Caribbean. 
 
Robert Albro is Research Associate Professor at American University’s Center for Latin American & 
Latino Studies. He received his PhD in Sociocultural Anthropology from the University of Chicago, and 
has conducted ethnographic research and published widely on popular and indigenous politics along 
Bolivia’s urban periphery, including resource wars over water and extractive resources. Much of that 
work is presented in his book, Roosters at Midnight: Indigenous Signs and Stigma in Local Bolivian 
Politics (SAR Press, 2010). More recently his work has engaged diverse arenas of cultural policy. His 
research and writing have been supported by the National Science Foundation, Mellon and Rockefeller 
foundations, and the American Council for Learned Societies, among others. He has been a Fulbright 
scholar, and held fellowships at the Carnegie Council, Kluge Center of the Library of Congress, and 
Smithsonian Institution. Dr. Albro currently serves as co-PI on the Henry Luce Foundation-funded 
project, "Religion and Climate Change in Cross-Regional Perspective." Email: albro@american.edu  
 
Evan Berry is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Religion at American University and Co-Director 
of the Ethics, Peace, and Global Affairs master’s program. He received his PhD in Religious Studies from 
the University of California, Santa Barbara. His research examines the intersections among religion, 
globalization, and climate change, and seeks to advance knowledge about the role of religious actors in 
contemporary environmental contestations. His recent book, Devoted to Nature: The Religious Roots of 
American Environmentalism (University of California Press, 2015) explores the religious sources of the 
environmental imagination in the United States. His current work combines ethnographic research with 
philosophical reflection to address the study of religious civil society groups actively engaged with the 
challenge of climate change. He currently serves as Principal Investigator on the Henry Luce Foundation 
funded project, "Religion and Climate Change in Cross-Regional Perspective." Email: 
berry@american.edu   
 
Carolina de Abreu Batista Claro is a Voluntary Professor at the International Relations Institute at the 
University of Brasília and a soon-to-be appointed Substitute Professor in the Political Science Institute at 
the same university. She is also a Researcher at the Brazilian Institute for Applied Economic Research 
(IPEA). She holds a PhD in International Law from the University of São Paulo (USP, with honors), and 
a Master’s in Sustainable Development from the University of Brasília. In 2017 she concluded her post-
doctoral studies in International Relations at the University of Brasília. Her main research areas include: 
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environment-induced migration, migration laws and policies, statelessness, forced migration and human 
rights of migrants. And as a professor, researcher, consultant and pro bono lawyer, Dr. Claro has been 
working on questions relating to international migration in Brazil for over a decade. She is the Adjunct 
Coordinator for the Program and Research Nucleus on Environmentally Displaced Persons at the Paraíba 
State University (NEPDA/UEPB). She is also a member of Red Latinoamericana sobre el Derecho de las 
Personas Refugiadas, the Red Internacional de Migración y Desarollo (RIMD), and the South-American 
Network for Environmental Migration (RESAMA). E-mail: cclaro@gmail.com 
 
Ken Conca is Professor of International Relations in the School of International Service at American 
University.  He received his PhD from the Energy and Resources Group at the University of California, 
Berkeley. His research and teaching are concerned with global environmental governance, environmental 
peacebuilding in war-torn societies, environmental politics and policy in the UN system, and water 
governance. Dr. Conca is author or editor of several books, including An Unfinished Foundation: The 
United Nations and Global Environmental Governance (Oxford University Press, 2015). Dr. Conca is a 
member of the United Nations Environment Programme’s Expert Advisory Group on Conflict and 
Peacebuilding. He is a two-time recipient of the International Studies Association’s Harold and Margaret 
Sprout Award for best book on international environmental affairs and a recipient of the Chadwick Alger 
Prize for best book in the field of International Organization. He was also recently honored with the 
prestigious Al-Moumin Award and Distinguished Lecture on Environmental Peacebuilding. Email: 
conca@american.edu  
 
Sarah Deardorff Miller leads the Capstone Mercy Corps project, which focuses on refugee youth, and is 
an Adjunct Assistant Professor of International and Public Affairs at Columbia University. She is also 
adjunct faculty at American University's School of International Service and the University of London's 
School of Advanced Study. Dr. Deardorff Miller received her PhD in International Relations from Oxford 
University. Her research focuses on the politics of forced migration and on the role of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees in protracted refugee situations. She has worked on refugee issues with 
various non-profit organizations, including Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service in Tanzania, the World 
Council of Churches in Switzerland, and World Relief in the United States. She has carried out research 
or consulted in Thailand, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Nepal, Kenya and Uganda, and written a book on 
Syrian displacement, Political and Humanitarian Responses to Syrian Displacement (Routledge, 2016). 
Dr. Deardorff Miller has assisted with displacement-related projects at USAID and the Department of 
State as a Franklin Fellow, and consulted with think tanks like the Brookings Institution. Email: 
sarah.deardorff@sas.ac.uk  
  
Todd Eisenstadt is Professor of Government at American University’s School of Public Affairs and is 
also affiliated with the School of International Service and the Latin American Faculty for Social 
Sciences (FLACSO) in Quito, Ecuador. He received his PhD from University of California, San Diego. 
Dr. Eisenstadt’s research and writing has focused on constitution-making processes, environmental 
politics, indigenous movements, and climate-induced migration. He was recently principal investigator 
for a National Science Foundation project titled "Who Speaks for Nature? Indigenous Environmental 
Movements, Public Opinion, and Ecuador's Petro-State” (2014-2017). And he has authored or edited 
several award-winning books, including Politics, Identity, and Mexico’s Indigenous Rights Movements 
(Cambridge University Press, 2011), and Courting Democracy in Mexico: Party Strategies and Electoral 
Institutions (Cambridge University Press, 2004). Dr. Eisenstadt has also served as director of multiple 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) grants in Mexico. Email: 
eisensta@american.edu 
 
Francois Gemenne is a FNRS senior research associate at the University of Liège (Belgium), where he 
directs the Hugo Observatory. He is also co-director of the French Ministry of Defense’s Observatory on 
Defense and Climate. He lectures on environmental and migration policies in various universities, 
including Sciences Po (Paris and Grenoble) and the Free University of Brussels, where he holds 
the Bernheim Chair on Peace and Citizenship. Dr. Gemenne holds a joint doctorate in political science 
from Sciences Po Paris and the University of Liège. His research is concerned with environmental and 
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migration governance, in particular populations displaced by environmental changes, including natural 
disasters, and the policies of adaptation to climate change. He has conducted field studies in New Orleans 
after hurricane Katrina, Tuvalu, China, Kyrgyzstan, the Maldives, Mauritius and Japan, after the 
Fukushima disaster. He has authored many peer-reviewed articles and authored or edited multiple books, 
including co-authoring The Atlas of Environmental Migration (Routledge, 2016) and co-editing the 
Handbook of Environmental Migration (Routledge, 2018).  Among other activities, Dr. Gemenne was a 
2015 Fulbright scholar at Princeton University and is director of the Sustainable Development series 
at Presses de Sciences Po.  
 
Eric Hershberg is Director of the Center for Latin American & Latino Studies and Professor of 
Government at American University. He received his PhD in Political Science from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. His most recent publications include two co-edited volumes, one with Maxwell A. 
Cameron, entitled Latin American Left Turns: Politics, Policies, and Trajectories of Change (Lynne 
Rienner, 2010) and the second, New Institutions for Participatory Democracy in Latin America: Voice 
and Consequence (Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), with Maxwell A. Cameron and Kenneth E. Sharpe. Dr. 
Hershberg has taught at New York University, Southern Illinois University, Columbia, Princeton, and 
The New School. He also served for fifteen years as a Program Director at the Social Science Research 
Council in New York City. He currently also serves as co-PI on the Henry Luce Foundation-funded 
project, “Religion and Climate Change in Cross-Regional Perspective.” Email: hershber@american.edu   
 
Patrick Innocent serves as a Project Officer of SCH (Service Chretien d’Haiti), a leading social and 
environmental organization in Haiti. He is also the Deputy Coordinator of PSC-CC (Plateforme de la 
Societe Civile sur le Changement Climatique en Haiti). Mr. Innocent is a specialist in environmental 
sociology, and climate change. He has engaged in extensive outreach toward improving and enhancing 
the living conditions of the environment and has worked for several years on immigration and refugee 
matters at the Haitian-Dominican boarder, where he implements several immigrations policies. He is also 
an expert in gender equality, particularly with respect to insuring equal access to resources and 
opportunities. He holds a BA in Sociology. Email: ipatrick81@yahoo.fr   
 
Anthony Oliver-Smith is Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at the University of Florida, and is 
affiliated with its School of Natural Resources and Environment and Center for Latin American 
Studies. He has carried out anthropological research, consulted, and published widely on issues relating to 
disasters and involuntary resettlement in Peru, Honduras, India, Brazil, Jamaica, Mexico, Japan, and the 
United States, including his book Defying Displacement: Grassroots Resistance and the Critique of 
Development (University of Texas Press, 2010). Prof. Oliver-Smith has held the Greenleaf Chair of Latin 
American Studies at Tulane University’s Stone Center for Latin American Studies (2008) and the Munich 
Re Foundation Chair on Social Vulnerability at the United Nations University Institute on Environment 
and Human Security (2007). He has also served on the executive boards of the National Association of 
Practicing Anthropologists, Society for Applied Anthropology, as well as the Social Sciences Committee 
of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute. He is a member of La Red de Estudios Sociales en 
Prevención de Desastres en America Latina. In 2013 he was awarded the Bronislaw Malinowski Award 
of the Society for Applied Anthropology for lifetime achievement in disaster studies and resettlement 
research. Email: aros@ufl.edu  
 
Jayesh Rathod is a Professor of Law at American University Washington College of Law, and founding 
Director of its Immigrant Justice Clinic. He is a graduate of Columbia Law School and Harvard College. 
His areas of expertise interests include immigration law, labor and employment law, legal pedagogy, 
occupational safety and health, and clinical legal education, and he has published widely on these topics. 
Previously, he was a Staff Attorney at CASA of Maryland, representing low-wage immigrant workers on 
employment law and immigration matters. He also practiced in the litigation section at Wilmer, Cutler & 
Pickering LLP, and was law clerk to the Honorable Louis F. Oberdorfer, of the US District Court for the 
District of Columbia. In addition to many speaking invitations, Prof. Rathod has served as a commentator 
in local and national media (including CNN, NBC News, and National Public Radio). He has also worked 
with numerous non-governmental organizations to advance the civil and human rights of communities in 
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the United States and abroad. He currently serves on the Council of Advisors of South Asian Americans 
Leading Together (SAALT). Email: jrathod@wcl.american.edu  
  
Daniela Stevens is a Ph.D. Candidate in Political Science at American University’s School of Public 
Affairs. She is a recipient of a 2014 Tinker Field Research Grant, which supported her dissertation 
research titled “Uniting Behind Presidential Bills Even in a Divided Congress: Evidence from Mexico’s 
National and Subnational Legislatures.” Her research focuses on national and subnational policies that put 
a price on carbon emissions. She has also written multiple blog posts for American University’s Center 
for Latin American & Latino Studies (the AULA Blog), including “Mexico: Environmental Initiatives 
Likely to Stir Things Up.”  
 
Toby Alice Volkman is Director of Policy Initiatives and Secretary at the Henry Luce Foundation where 
she is primarily responsible for the Henry R. Luce Initiative on Religion and International Affairs. This 
initiative was launched in 2005 to deepen American understanding of the role of religion in the 
international arena, and to connect scholarly, media, and policy communities working on these issues. Dr. 
Volkman is a cultural anthropologist with a PhD from Cornell University. Prior to joining the Luce 
Foundation, Dr. Volkman worked with the Ford Foundation International Fellowships Program, where 
she edited Origins, Journeys, and Returns: Social Justice in International Higher Education (SSRC, 
2009). As a Program Officer at the Ford Foundation in the 1990s, she developed “Crossing Borders,” an 
initiative to revitalize the field of area studies. She has also served as director of the South and Southeast 
Asia Programs at the Social Science Research Council, and as deputy provost at the New School.  
Email: tvolkman@luce.org  
 
Robert Warwick is the Senior Director overseeing the Development and Humanitarian Assistance 
(DHA) programs worldwide for Church World Service. For more than a year he has held the post of 
Acting Vice President, DHA. His development and humanitarian work began with the US Peace Corps in 
Malawi more than 25 years ago. Prior to joining CWS, Robert worked with several non-government 
organizations leading international development, emergency relief and US domestic refugee resettlement 
programs for organizations such as the International Rescue Committee, CARE Canada, Action Against 
Hunger and the American Refugee Committee. Robert’s management focus includes food security, 
disaster risk reduction, health and nutrition as well as a lifelong commitment to partnership building and 
local capacity development. He is now based in Washington DC but has lived and worked for more than 
two decades in Africa, Asia and the Middle East with frequent travel to South America and Europe. 
Email: rwarwick@cwsglobal.org 
 
Erin Wilson is the Director of the Centre for Religion, Conflict and the Public Domain at the Faculty of 
Theology and Religious Studies, University of Groningen. She received her PhD in Political Science from 
the University of Queensland. Her research focuses on the intersection of religion with politics and public 
life, at the local, national and global levels. This includes attention to the interconnections between 
religion, secularism, global justice and human rights, with a particular emphasis on forced migration, 
gender equality and sexual and reproductive health and rights in development, and the right of freedom of 
religion or belief. Prof. Wilson has published widely on religion and global justice, globalization, active 
citizenship and the politics of asylum in International Studies Quarterly, the Journal of Refugee 
Studies, Global Society, Globalizations and Politics, Religion, Ideology. She was previously a research 
fellow at RMIT University, Melbourne. Her books include After Secularism: Rethinking Religion in 
Global Politics (Palgrave, 2012) and Justice Globalism: Ideology, Crises, Policy (Sage, 2014), co-
authored with Manfred B. Steger and James Goodman. Email: e.k.wilson@rug.nl   
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