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WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS 

 

Robert Albro is Research Associate Professor at American University’s Center for Latin American & 

Latino Studies. He received his PhD in Sociocultural Anthropology from the University of Chicago, and 

has conducted ethnographic research and published widely on popular and indigenous politics along 

Bolivia’s urban periphery, including resource wars over water and extractive resources. Much of this 

work is presented in his book, Roosters at Midnight: Indigenous Signs and Stigma in Local Bolivian 

Politics (SAR Press, 2010). Dr. Albro's research and writing have been supported by the National Science 

Foundation, Mellon and Rockefeller foundations, and the American Council for Learned Societies, 

among others. He has been a Fulbright scholar, and held fellowships at the Carnegie Council, Kluge 

Center of the Library of Congress, and Smithsonian Institution. Dr. Albro currently serves as co-PI on the 

Henry Luce Foundation-funded project, "Religion and Climate Change in Cross-Regional Perspective." 

Email: robert.d.albro@gmail.com 

 

Marlene Attzs is a development economist and works as an Economics Lecturer in the Department of 

Economics at the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, where she was also a founding member of 

the Sustainable Economic Development Unit. She received her PhD in Economics from the University 

College of London and University of the West Indies. She has consulted widely and, among other topics, 

her diverse research portfolio focuses on gender and development, economic development and climate 

change, and sustainable development in island states. She is a member of Trinidad & Tobago’s Economic 

Development Advisory Board and Chair of a national UNESCO committee under the Management of 

Social Transformation Programme. Dr. Attzs is also editor of the forthcoming book, Socio Economic 

Issues for Sustainable Development in Caribbean Island States. Email: marlene.attzs@sta.uwi.edu 

 

Kelly D. Alley is Professor of Anthropology at Auburn University. She received her PhD in 

Anthropology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Dr. Alley has carried out research in northern 

India for over twenty years, focusing on public culture and environmental questions. Her book, On the 

Banks of the Ganga: When Wastewater Meets a Sacred River (University of Michigan Press, 2002), 

explores Hindu interpretations of the sacred river Ganga in light of current environmental problems. Dr. 

Alley has also worked with the World Water Forum and UNESCO to incorporate understanding of 

cultural diversity into water management. With support from Auburn’s Center for Forest Sustainability 

and the College of Liberal Arts, she is currently working on questions of water governance in the Ganges-

Brahmaputra-Meghna basin and has produced, in collaboration with colleague and students, an interactive 

website on hydropower projects and wastewater management infrastructure. Email: alleykd@auburn.edu 

 

Evan Berry is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Religion at American University and Co-Director 

of the Ethics, Peace, and Global Affairs master’s program. He received his PhD in Religious Studies from 

the University of California, Santa Barbara. His research examines the intersections among religion, 

globalization, and climate change, and seeks to advance knowledge about the role of religious actors in 
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contemporary environmental contestations. His recent book, Devoted to Nature: The Religious Roots of 

American Environmentalism (University of California Press, 2015) explores the religious sources of the 

environmental imagination in the United States. His current work combines ethnographic research with 

philosophical reflection to address the study of religious civil society groups actively engaged with the 

challenge of climate change. He currently serves as Principal Investigator on the Henry Luce Foundation-

funded project, "Religion and Climate Change in Cross-Regional Perspective." 

Email:berry@american.edu 

 

Ken Conca is Professor of International Relations in the School of International Service at American 

University.  He received his PhD from the Energy and Resources Group at the University of California, 

Berkeley. His research and teaching are concerned with global environmental governance, environmental 

peacebuilding in war-torn societies, environmental politics and policy in the UN system, and water 

governance. Dr. Conca is author or editor of several books, including An Unfinished Foundation: The 

United Nations and Global Environmental Governance (Oxford University Press, 2015). He is a two-time 

recipient of the International Studies Association’s Harold and Margaret Sprout Award for best book on 

international environmental affairs and a recipient of the Chadwick Alger Prize for best book in the field 

of International Organization. Dr. Conca is a member of the United Nations Environment Programme’s 

Expert Advisory Group on Conflict and Peacebuilding. Email: conca@american.edu 

Georgina Drew is Lecturer of Anthropology and Religion at University of Adelaide. She received her 

PhD in Anthropology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Her research combines 

environmental anthropology with a focus on water, gender and the environment, sustainable resource 

management, climate change, everyday and contested religious practice, and the relationship of religion to 

ecology in South Asia, the Himalaya, the Americas, and Australia. In such recent articles and book 

chapters as “A Retreating Goddess? Conflicting Perceptions of Change Near the Gangotri-Gaumukh 

Glacier” and “Hidden Hardships: Water, Women’s Health, and Livelihood Challenges in Rural Garhwal, 

India,” her work explores the consequences of climate change, ecological turmoil, disruption of 

livelihoods, continuity of cultural-religious practices and, more recently, indigenous water rights. Dr. 

Drew received a 2016-2019 Discovery Early Career Researcher Award for the project, “Urban Rainwater 

Harvesting and the Cultural Politics of Resource Equity.” Email: georgina.drew@adelaide.edu.au 

Maarit Forde is a Lecturer in Cultural Studies at The University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, 

where she also currently heads the Department of Literary, Cultural and Communication Studies. Dr. 

Forde received her PhD in Cultural Anthropology from the University of Helsinki. Her research interests 

include a focus on Caribbean religions, the politics and government of religion, migration, and kinship. 

Dr. Forde is co-editor of the book, Obeah and Other Powers: The Politics of Caribbean Religion and 

Healing (Duke University Press, 2012). She teaches an array of courses on Caribbean culture, identity, 

and diasporas. Email: Maarit.Forde@sta.uwi.edu 

 

David Haberman is a Professor in the Department of Religious Studies at Indiana University, and 

received his PhD from University of Chicago. Dr. Haberman’s research and writing have been concerned 

with: the history of South Asian religions, theories of religion, religion and ecology, as well as ritual and 

Indian arts and aesthetics. He has published six books, including most recently People Trees: Worship of 

Trees in Northern India. (Oxford University Press, 2013) and River of Love in an Age of Pollution: The 

Yamuna River of Northern India (University of California Press, 2006), a study of the identification of the 

Yamuna River as an aquatic goddess, how the pollution of the river is affecting its religious culture, and 

the ways in which the religious community associated with the river is marshalling its resources to fight 

the river’s pollution. Over the years, Dr. Haberman has been a recipient of Guggenheim and Fulbright 

fellowships, among other awards. Email: dhaberma@indiana.edu 
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Jeff Haynes is Professor of Politics, Director of Faculty Research in the Faculty of Social Sciences and 

Humanities, and Director of the Centre for the Study of Religion, Conflict and Cooperation at London 

Metropolitan University. He received his PhD from Staffordshire University and teaches in the areas of 

religion, politics and international relations. Prof. Haynes is the author, co-author, editor or co-editor of 

more than forty books. The most recent are Faith-based Organizations at the United Nations (Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2014), and the Handbook of Religion and Politics (Routledge, 2016). He is also the convener 

of the European Consortium for Political Research’s Religion and Politics Standing Group, chair of 

Religion and Politics for the International Political Science Association’s Research Committee, and co-

editor of the journal Democratization, published by Taylor and Francis. Prof. Haynes was awarded the 

2016 REL Distinguished Scholar Award from the Religion and International Relations section of the 

International Studies Association. Email: jeff.haynes@londonmet.ac.uk  

 

Eric Hershberg is Director of the Center for Latin American & Latino Studies and Professor of 

Government at American University. He received his PhD in Political Science from the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison. His most recent publications include two co-edited volumes, one with Maxwell A. 

Cameron, entitled Latin American Left Turns: Politics, Policies, and Trajectories of Change (Lynne 

Rienner, 2010) and the second, New Institutions for Participatory Democracy in Latin America: Voice 

and Consequence (Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), with Maxwell A. Cameron and Kenneth E. Sharpe. Dr. 

Hershberg has taught at New York University, Southern Illinois University, Columbia, Princeton, and 

The New School. He also served for fifteen years as a Program Director at the Social Science Research 

Council in New York City. He currently also serves as co-PI on the Henry Luce Foundation-funded 

project, “Religion and Climate Change in Cross-Regional Perspective.” Email: hershber@american.edu 

 

Natasha Kuruppu is Senior Research Consultant and Core Member at the Institute for Sustainable 

Futures at the University of Technology Sydney, with more than 10 years of experience in environmental 

management. In June 2015 she joined United Nations University’s International Institute for Global Heath 

as a Postdoctoral Fellow and as part of the Planetary Change and Health programme. Dr. Kuruppu 

received her PhD in Geography and Climate Change Adaptation from Oxford. As a climate change 

adaptation specialist with a focus on small island developing nations, she has focused in particular on the 

water sector and its interactions with development, and on the Pacific Island Nation of Kiribati, most 

recently through the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Email: 

Natasha.Kuruppu@uts.edu.au 

 

Paul Manuel is Director of the School of Public Affairs (SPA) Leadership Program and Professor of 

Government at American University.  He received his PhD in Government from Georgetown University 

and an MTS from the Boston College School of Theology and Ministry. He holds a research fellow 

appointment at the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs at Georgetown University, and 

is also an affiliate at the Minda de Gunzburg Center for European Studies at Harvard University, where he 

co-chaired the Iberian Studies Group. Dr. Manuel’s research addresses issues relating to comparative 

democratization and public policy, and the relationship between religion and politics, with an emphasis in 

Portugal. He is the author and co-author of several books, including The Path of American Public Policy: 

Comparative Perspectives (Lexington, 2014) and The Catholic Church and the Nation-State: 

Comparative Perspectives (Georgetown University Press, 2006). Email: pmanuel@american.edu 

 

Raul Pacheco-Vega is Assistant Professor in the Public Administration Division of the Centre for 

Economic Research and Teaching (CIDE) in Aguascalientes, Mexico. He received his PhD in Resource 

Management and Environmental Studies and his MEng in Advanced Technology Management from The 

University of British Columbia.  He is a specialist in the comparative public policy of North American 

(Canada, US, Mexico), and recently Latin America (Mexico, Brazil, Ecuador, Bolivia, Chile), with a 

focus on global environmental politics, water conflicts and governance, sanitation and solid waste 
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management, neoinstitutional theory, transnational environmental social movements and experimental 

methods in public policy, among others. His current research program focuses on the spatial, political and 

human dimensions of public service delivery. He is also Associate Editor of the Journal of Environmental 

Studies and Sciences (JESS), and sits on several editorial boards. Email: raul.pacheco-vega@cide.edu  

 

Jorge Recharte is the Andes Program Director for The Mountain Institute (TMI), based in Huaraz and 

Lima, Peru.  He holds a PhD in Anthropology from Cornell University. Prior to joining the TMI in 1997, 

Dr. Recharte worked in Ecuador for the Latin American Social Science Institute (FLACSO), where he 

designed and led the graduate education and research program in Mountain Societies and Sustainable 

Development. Dr. Recharte has conducted research and worked to draw attention to the dramatic effects 

of climate change-induced glacial melt on the welfare of mountain communities and the Andean region, 

and has organized climate change adaptation projects for mountain ecosystems, in the process fostering 

cooperation between scientists, mountain communities and local governments to find solutions for large 

watersheds and reduce the risk of glacial lake flooding. Email: jrecharte@mountain.org 
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