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Introduction

Daniel Esser is Associate Professor with the School of International Service at American
University. He is also a fellow at AU’s Metropolitan Policy Center, and a faculty affiliate at the
Center for Latin American and Latino Studies (CLALS) and the Center for Health, Risk and
Society. He has been the Center’s principal liaison with its Costa Rican and Salvadoran partners
during the current study on “Safe and Inclusive Cities.” He investigates development
effectiveness in the context of local, national, and global policies and programs and focuses on
local governance in the context of armed conflict, global health agenda-setting, and resource
allocation, and discourses as frames for global development policies. His research has been
published in World Development, Third World Quarterly, the Journal of Modern African
Studies, and several other publications. He holds a PhD in Development Studies, and an MS in
Development Management from the London School of Economics and Political Science.

Panelists

Roberto Bricefio-Ledn is Coordinator of the Venezuelan Observatory of Violence (OVV) and a
former Wilson Center Fellow. He was Founder and Coordinator of the Group on Violence and
Society of the Latin American Social Sciences Council (CLACSO) and has served as the director
of the Social Sciences Laboratory (LACSO). Prior to joining the OVV, he served as a member of
the executive committee of the International Association of Sociology (1994-2002), as World
Secretary of the International Forum for Social Sciences and Health (1998-2003), and as a
director of the Latin American Small Grants Program for the World Health Organization
(WHO). His publications consist of more than 24 books and over 200 chapters and articles in
scientific journals, including Venezuela: Clases Sociales e Individuos (1993); Violencia, Justicia
y Sociedad en América Latina (2002); Sociologia de la Violencia en América Latina (2008); and
Inseguridad y Violencia en Venezuela (2009). He holds a PhD in Social Sciences from the
Universidad Central de Venezuela.

Larissa Brioso is Professor and Researcher at the “José Simedn Cafias” Central American
University (UCA) in El Salvador. She has been a consultant for the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP) and for the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO) on topics
related to violence, migration, youth, and gender. Her research focuses on migration,
participation, women, and children, and her publications include Seguridad Ciudadana:
esfuerzos en la reconstruccion del tejido social (2011), Jévenes Urbanos. Cultura politica 'y
democracia de posconflicto en Centroamérica El Salvador (2012), and Caracterizacion de la
poblacion salvadorefia retornada con necesidades de proteccion (2014). She holds a Master in
Community Psychology from the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile.
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Rodolfo Calderon is Professor and Researcher in Sociology at the University of Costa Rica and
a researcher at the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO) in Costa Rica. His
most recent publications include the article “Proposiciones analiticas para el estudio de la
violencia en Centroamérica: Una mirada desde la exclusion social” (2014), and his chapter
“Delito e inseguridad en Centroamérica: escenarios, desafios y propuestas de politica puablica” in
the book Crimen organizado en América Latina (2014). In 2012, his research Delito y cambio
social en Costa Rica won the first Latin American Contest on Safety and Justice. He holds a PhD
in Social Science from FLACSO-Costa Rica and a Master in Social Science from FLACSO-
Mexico.

Hugo Fruhling is Director of the Institute of Public Affairs and Professor of Public Affairs at
the University of Chile. Between 1992 and 1994, he was Executive Secretary of the Public
Security Coordinating Council of the Ministry of the Interior and Advisor to the Minister of the
Interior. As a consultant, he has worked with the Ford Foundation, United Nations, World Bank,
and Inter-American Development Bank on legal reform, human rights and criminal policies, and
police reform. He has also been published extensively on topics related to human rights, police,
and judicial reform in Latin America. Some of his recent work includes Police and Society in
Transitional Countries: the Case of Latin America (2003), Calles mas seguras: estudios de
policia comunitaria en América Latina (2004), Police Legitimacy in Chile (2007), and Violencia
y Policia en América Latina (2009). He holds a JD from the University of Chile and an LLM and
SJD from Harvard Law School.



