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FOR MORE INFORMATION

The submitted Campus Plan, the draft plan, 
PowerPoint presentations, handouts, and 
supporting information are available at 
www.american.edu/finance/fas/2011-Campus-Plan.cfm.

If you would like to support AU’s campus plan, visit
www.american.edu/finance/fas/SupportCP.cfm.

For questions or more information about the 
2011 Campus Plan, contact Penny Pagano at 
202-885-2167 or pagano@american.edu.

Campus Plan
Special Edition

AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY, BEING 

PART OF A COMMUNITY means 

working to fulfill our academic 

objectives while acting as a responsible 

neighbor. We take these commitments 

seriously and have balanced the needs 

of our students with the concerns of 

the community in the development of a 

reasonable Campus Plan.

American University’s 2011 Campus 

Plan reflects a desire to strengthen 

our impressive growth in academic 

prestige, serve as an asset to 

Washington, D.C., and offer educational, 

cultural, and aesthetic amenities to the 

surrounding community. Our plan is 

the result of almost two years of public 

discussions and consultation with 

community members regarding our 

academic objectives, planning ideals, 

and potential building sites.

 

WHAT IS THE CAMPUS PLAN?
The Campus Plan is a document that all local colleges 
and universities located in residentially-zoned areas 
must file for approval with the District of Columbia 
Zoning Commission delineating their building plans 
for the next decade. AU’s last Campus Plan was 
approved in August 2001 and expires in August 2011. 

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
To support the university’s academic objectives, AU 
plans to:
• enhance undergraduate housing to bring more 

students back to campus and remain competitive 
with other institutions of higher education

• establish a new law school campus close to public 
transportation and a retail corridor

• build additional offices to attract and keep top 
faculty

• provide more recreation, dining, and activity space 
to give students an on-campus focus, including:
 improved science and research facilities to 

sharpen our scholarly edge
 additional athletic facilities for campus wellness 

and fitness
 an admissions welcome center to greet new 

students and their parents
 an alumni center to serve our graduates

Proposals for New Housing Address 
Housing Shortage for Existing Students
In the 25 years since the last new residential housing 
was built on campus, an undergraduate housing 
shortage has developed. Currently, new housing 
is needed to accommodate students already here, 
including:
• nearly 300 students who live in triples
• 200 students who live in nearby apartments under 

a university lease
• 497 students who will need to be relocated to the 

main campus to make room for the new Washington 
College of Law on the Tenley campus

Campus Plan
Special Edition

FSC  and 30% recyling logo 
(from the printer)



The proposals in the 2011 Campus Plan alleviate the university’s undergraduate housing shortage by 
building new residence halls on residentially zoned university property. In response to community 
concerns about the concentration of housing at any one location, residence halls will be distributed 
among four different sites on campus.

SOUTH 
HALL

A new residence 
hall housing 200 

students will be built 
on the current Child 
Development Center 

site.

NEBRASKA 
HALL 

An addition will be 
built to the existing 

residence hall to 
accommodate an 

additional 150 
students.

NORTH 
HALL

A new residence 
hall housing 360 

students will be built on 
a location behind the 

President’s Office 
Building.

EAST 
CAMPUS

The eight-acre asphalt 
Nebraska Avenue parking 

lot will be developed to 
accommodate 590 students, 

and serve academic and 
administrative needs. When 

completed, this will comprise 
less than 14 percent of 

AU’s total housing 
inventory.

A New Home for the Washington College of Law
The law school on Massachusetts Avenue has outgrown its current 
space. The Campus Plan proposes to relocate the law school to 
the Tenley Campus, where it will be walking distance to Metro and 
other public transportation options. The new facilities will use the 
current campus building footprint to the fullest extent possible. 

In recognition of their historic presence, Capital Hall, below left, 
will be renovated and integrated with a new facility designed to 
complement its architecture, and the Dunblane Building, below 
right, will be left intact. It is anticipated that the relocated law 
school also will add economic vitality to the Tenleytown and 
Wisconsin Avenue corridor and spur new business development.

Additional Building Proposals
• Dining and recreation amenities are proposed to provide a 

better on-campus experience for students.
• A new Alumni Center will serve AU alums in the D.C. and 

Greater Washington area, where almost 40 percent of 
alumni reside currently.

• An Admissions Welcome Center will greet out-of-town 
guests to Washington, D.C., and introduce them to our 
neighborhood and life at AU.

Enrollment Goals for the Next Decade
American University’s current student population—not 
including law students—is 10,298 (below the 10,600 cap 
mandated by the 2001 Campus Plan), comprising:
• 6,318 undergraduates
• 3,230 graduate students
• 750 others
• 1,770 law students (not included in cap, as the law school  

is located off campus) 
Total: 12,068 students

The 2011 Campus Plan proposes a cap on the number of 
students, faculty, and staff for the coming decade with 
a total enrollment of 13,600 (including the law school) 
comprising:
• 6,400 undergraduates
• 4,400 graduate students
• 2,000 law students (included in cap, as the law school  

will be on Tenley campus)
• 800 others

The Campus Plan’s projections reflect:
• nominal undergraduate growth with an increase of less 

than 100 new undergraduate students (1.3 percent) during 
the next 10 years

• moderate growth in law students (approximately 230) and 
graduate students (approximately 1,170), both generally 
comprising an older demographic that is often part time in 
status and has different class-time and behavior patterns

• a limit of 2,900 faculty and staff

ADDRESSING TRAFFIC CONCERNS
Before proposing the Campus Plan, AU conducted a study  
to predict what impact, if any, there might be on local 
commuter traffic. The study showed that:
• Based on the volume of traffic entering and exiting the 

major campus thoroughfares, AU main campus–based 
vehicles account for 7.5 percent and 8.5 percent of all 
traffic coming into campus during the weekday morning 
and evening peak hours, respectively. Vehicular traffic 
exiting campus during the same hours account for 2.2 
percent and 11.2 percent, respectively.

• Campus-related traffic has decreased at a rate of 3.9 
percent per year since 1999. In the same period, parking 
demand has declined 3.1 percent annually.

• There has been a steady decline in vehicular travel to 
and from campus—even with a sustained increase in total 
campus population.

• The AU shuttle carries almost 2 million riders each year 
(up from approximately 1.2 million a decade ago), helping 
to manage auto and pedestrian traffic.

Based on the sustained trends of the past decade, AU’s 
implementation and promotion of the use of public transpor-

tation and car pooling to help reduce traffic congestion and 
pollution, and recommended traffic signal and pedestrian 
crosswalk modifications, the traffic study anticipates that 
the building proposals made in the Campus Plan should have 
a nominal impact on overall traffic in the commmunity.

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF 2011 CAMPUS PLAN  
ON WASHINGTON, D.C.
The building proposals in the 2011 Campus Plan could  
provide close to $400 million in new construction and 
renovation projects on existing campus property, bringing 
economic benefits to the local area through jobs and 
contract opportunities. This would complement the already 
large impact AU has on the District economy, injecting some 
$415 million each year.
 

CHANGES MADE TO THE CAMPUS PLAN  
AS A RESULT OF COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
Throughout the development of the Campus Plan, AU 
has solicited input from our neighbors at community task 
force meetings, citizens’ group gatherings, and one-on-one 
meetings. We also have consulted with ANCs, D.C. agencies, 
city officials, and university constituencies. The Campus 
Plan, in its current form, reflects many of the changes and 
modifications requested by the community. 
 
In response to community comment, AU has:
• reduced the total proposed gross floor area from 

1,200,000 to 845,000 square feet
• reduced the housing inventory target from 4,900 to  

4,300 beds
• proposed a number of changes to the initial East Campus 

plans, including:
 reducing the proposed number of students housed 

from 770 to 590
 maintaining a distance of at least 100 feet from the 

nearest townhome property line
 maintaining a 40- to 80-foot buffer of mature trees, 

vegetation, and landscaping between student housing 
and townhomes

 reorienting buildings so that windows do not face the 
townhomes

 ensuring that buildings closest to townhomes are of 
similar height (34 feet) and are used only for academic 
and administrative purposes

• proposed to manage potential mid-block crossings by 
recommending a pedestrian-activated signal at the 
Nebraska Avenue driveway

• reduced the parking inventory by 100 spaces, resulting  
in a total of 400 parking spaces

• retained the location of the current vehicular entrance 
from New Mexico Avenue into the site

CAMPUS PLAN APPROVAL PROCESS
The zoning approval process includes: (1) approval of  
the overall Campus Plan with general information; and  
(2) further processing for individual buildings that includes 
more specific architectural design information. The new 
Campus Plan was filed on March 18, 2011, with the D.C. Office 
of Zoning; changes to the plan were filed as a pre-hearing 
statement on May 20, 2011; public hearings are scheduled  
for June 9, June 23, and July 14.

Tenley Campus: Proposed Site Plan


