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Dear American University degree candidates:

Welcome to American University’s 142nd Commencement! American University trustees, senior leadership, 
faculty, staff, and alumni join me in celebrating the hard work and many accomplishments that brought you 
to this important day in this extraordinary year! 

During your time at AU, you learned from influential scholars, pursued internships in our nation’s capital, 
explored important questions, made new discoveries, and engaged in service activities, clubs, organizations, 
and athletics—all while building cherished memories, making lifelong friends, and being nimble and 
resilient to the challenges you have faced over the past year.

Your leadership skills and contributions to society are more important now than ever before, and I am 
confident that your American University education has prepared you to be changemakers in the changing 
world and to become leaders in your chosen fields. From Mayor Muriel Bowser’s work combatting COVID 
in DC, to Deon Jones’s advocacy for social justice, to Dr. Irene Glowinski’s tireless pursuit of solutions to our 
most pressing public health crises, AU alumni make a difference in their communities and the world. Now, 
we welcome you into the larger AU family of more than 135,000 alumni living in all 50 states and nearly 160 
countries. We cannot wait to see how you pursue your purpose, because as we all know, change can’t wait.

On behalf of the entire American University community, we wish you all the best as you begin the next 
chapter of your life’s story. 

Congratulations!

Sylvia M. Burwell 
President
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INFORMATION FOR GUESTS

Safety Regulations
American University welcomes all guests. To comply 
with local fire safety laws, guests are asked to cooperate 
with ushers and AU Police officers to keep aisles clear. 
All bags are subject to search. Large bags (backpacks, 
briefcases, duffel bags, etc.), large signs, banners, and 
noisemakers will not be permitted inside Bender Arena. 

AU is proud to be a tobacco- and smoke-free campus.

All commencement participants and guests (three and 
older) are required to wear face coverings at all times 
while on campus.

Social Media
For loved ones unable to attend commencement, the 
ceremony will be live-streamed at american.edu/
commencement. We invite students, alumni, friends, 
and family to tweet during the ceremony (hashtag 
#2021AUGrad). Photo highlights will be posted at 
american.edu/commencement. 

 
Archived Video
Links to archived video of the ceremony will  
be available following commencement at  
american.edu/commencement.

Photography
Guests are asked to refrain from approaching the 
stage. GradImages will take three photographs of 
each graduate during the ceremony: two before and 
after crossing the stage and one with the university 
president. Proofs will be mailed or emailed to graduates 
two weeks after the ceremony. For more information, 
contact GradImages at 800-261-2576 or gradimages.com.

University photographers will take pictures during the 
commencement ceremony for possible use on the AU 
website or in the press, AU marketing materials, or other 
university publications.

Restrooms
Public restrooms in Bender Arena are located on the 
ground floor and mezzanine level.  

Disability Support
Accessible seating is located near the stage. A sign 
language interpreter and closed captioning will  
be provided. 

Lost and Found
Retrieve lost items at the Bender Arena concession stand 
near the main entrance. After the ceremony, items of 
value will be moved to AU Police. For information, call 
202-885-2527.

Programs
To request extra copies of the commencement program, 
email commencement@american.edu. 

 
Transportation
Shuttle Service: American University provides shuttle 
service between the Tenleytown-AU Metro station 
(Red Line) and campus (shuttle stop is located between 
the McKinley Building and Letts Hall). Shuttles run 
every 10 minutes. Service to and from the north-side 
shuttle stop (behind Kogod) will be suspended on 
commencement day.

Taxi and Ride-Sharing: Passenger pickup and  
drop-off is located between the McKinley Building  
and Letts Hall. 

Questions
For more information about commencement,  
visit american.edu/commencement or email  
commencement@american.edu.
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S COMMENCEMENT TRADITION

American University awarded its first degrees 
(two doctorates and one master’s) in 1916 at 
a commencement ceremony in the university’s 
amphitheater. Today, over 3,000 students from AU’s 
eight major divisions—arts and sciences, business, 
communication, education, international service, law, 
professional studies, and public affairs—participate in 
commencement ceremonies each year, and more than 
4,000 degrees are conferred annually.

Our distinguished list of honorary university degree 
recipients includes 

•	US presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt, Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, and William J. Clinton 

•	Nobel laureates Shimon Peres and Elie Wiesel

•	international notables King Hussein, Queen Noor, 
and Alexander Dubček

•	national leaders Charlene Barshefsky, Anthony S. 
Fauci, Eric Holder, Daniel K. Inouye, John Lewis, 
Richard Lugar, Janet Napolitano, and Donna Shalala

•	Supreme Court justices Stephen Breyer, Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, and Sandra Day O’Connor

•	scholars Stephen J. Gould, John Hope Franklin, 
Henry Steele Commager, and Alfred Kazin

•	journalists Robert Costa, Katie Couric,  
Walter Cronkite, David Gregory (SIS/BA ’92), 
Charlayne Hunter-Gault, John King, Diane Rehm, 
Tim Russert, and Maria Elena Salinas

•	performing artists Marian Anderson, Michael Kahn, 
and Mstislav Rostropovich

Undergraduate Academic Honors
There are two types of graduation honors—Latin and 
university. These designations appear on the diploma and 
the transcript, both of which are official documents. 
(The commencement program is not an official 
document.) Honors designations are subject to final 
certification by the university.

Latin honors recognize general excellence based on the 
student’s cumulative grade point average. Designations 
are summa cum laude, magna cum laude, and cum laude. 
University honors are based on a combination of Honors  
program course work and cumulative grade point average. 

Undergraduate students with the honors designation 
have completed at least one-half of the credit hours 
required for the degree in residence at AU and achieved 
the requisite grade point average.

Order of Academic Procession

•	color guard (student and alumni flag bearers carry 
flags of the United States, District of Columbia, 
American University, and AU Alumni Association)

•	university marshal (Faculty Senate chair)

•	candidates for degrees

•	pipe band

•	faculty

•	platform party (honorary degree recipient or  
speaker, student speakers, trustees, president’s 
cabinet, and academic leadership)

•	university president 

The banners displayed on stage and in the Bender Arena 
hallway represent AU’s schools and colleges.

The University Mace
A symbol of authority dating back to ancient Rome, the 
mace originated as a weapon and evolved into a symbol 
of power. In the university setting, the mace heads the 
academic procession. The honor of bearing the mace is 
bestowed on a distinguished senior faculty member— 
at AU, the chair of the Faculty Senate.

Academic Regalia
The traditional gowns and hoods used in academic 
ceremonies reflect their medieval origin. The various 
colors and styles signify the type of degree and 
institutional affiliation. AU introduced its distinctive 
red, white, and blue regalia in 1988. 

Undergraduates wear the mortarboard cap with a white 
tassel, which, in keeping with tradition, is flipped 
from right to left at the close of the commencement 
ceremony. Students who expect to graduate with Latin 
or university honors wear gold cords.

Graduate students wear the mortarboard plus a blue 
hood lined in red and white with velvet trim to signify 
their degree or academic field. Master of arts students 
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wear a white-edged hood—with the exception of 
education graduates, who are identified by light 
blue, and international service graduates by peacock 
blue. Master of science degrees are signified by gold 
velvet trim, master of business administration by tan, 
master of fine arts by brown, and master of public 
administration by peacock blue. Juris doctor and 
master of laws students wear hoods trimmed with 
purple and a tam (cap). Doctoral students wear a 
tam with a silver tassel and carry their hood while 
processing; they are “hooded” by their faculty advisor 
during the commencement ceremony. 

Color is also used on the doctoral gown and hood to 
identify academic field, such as copper for economics, 
crimson for journalism, pink for music, and dark blue  
for philosophy.

Faculty members wear regalia indicative of their  
degrees, the discipline of their highest degree, and  
their alma mater.

Graduates and Degree Candidates
Students listed as August and September 2021 graduates 
are certified to have completed all degree requirements.

Candidates for December 2021 degrees are listed 
as of mid-November; the degree candidates in this 
program are anticipated to successfully complete 
work undertaken during the fall semester. December 
2021 degrees and honors designations are subject 
to final certification by the university and should not 
be considered official at the time of this publication. 
Honors designations reflect all course work counted 
toward the degree.

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY PROFILE

American University is an independent, coeducational 
university. It was chartered by an Act of Congress in 
1893 as a Methodist Church–related institution. Our 
cosmopolitan, multicultural campus enrolls more than 
14,000 students in undergraduate, master’s, doctoral, 
and professional degree programs. The university attracts 
students from all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico and the territories, and more than 130 countries. 

The university offers a wide range of undergraduate and 
graduate programs under its eight major divisions: College 
of Arts and Sciences, Kogod School of Business, School 
of Communication, School of Education, School of 
International Service, School of Public Affairs, Washington 
College of Law, and Office of Professional Studies. 

Our nationally and internationally acclaimed faculty 
are committed to excellence in scholarship and teaching 
of our diverse and talented student body. American 
University’s academic programs are grounded in the 
arts and sciences and connected to the extraordinary 
cultural, public affairs, legal, business, international, and 
communication resources of Washington, DC. 

Academic offerings consist of over 80 bachelor’s, 
approximately 99 master’s, and 11 doctoral degrees, 
plus the Washington College of Law’s JD, MLS, 
LLM, and SJD programs, and a host of certificate and 
nondegree programs. 

Each semester students from around the world 
participate in American University’s Washington 
Semester Program, AU Abroad, and Abroad at AU. 

Annually more than 400 students participate in AU’s 
Accelerator and American Collegiate programs, which 
offer curricula tailored to international students and 
provide support, training, and cultural orientation to 
help students adjust to AU and the United States. 

AU will continue to build on these strengths to advance 
a distinctive, globally oriented university dedicated 
to academic excellence and preparing students for 
leadership in a complex international society.
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

ABIGAIL D. PHILLIP
Doctor of Humane Letters

Abby Phillip is CNN’s senior political correspondent 
and anchor of Inside Politics Sunday, an hourlong 
in-depth conversation on the week’s most important 
political storylines, with a diverse set of analysts and 
news-making interviews. She joined the network in 
2017 to cover the Trump administration and served as 
White House correspondent through 2019. In January 
2020, she moderated CNN’s Democratic presidential 
debate in Iowa. She also anchored special coverage 
of election night in America surrounding the 2020 
election, which lasted several days until CNN was the 
first news outlet to project Joe Biden as the winner. 
In January 2021, she anchored the CNN Special 
Report Kamala Harris: Making History about the vice 
president’s barrier-breaking career and the childhood 
experiences that helped shape her. 

Phillip joined CNN from the Washington Post, where 
she served as a national political reporter, covering the 
White House. Before joining the Post, Phillip was a 
digital reporter for politics at ABC News. She has also 
covered campaign finance, lobbying, and the Obama 
administration for POLITICO.

Phillip was named to the Time 100 Next list in 2021, 
and she was the recipient of the National Urban League’s 
Women of Power Award.

Phillip was raised in Bowie, Maryland, and is a graduate 
of Harvard University with a degree in government. 
She currently lives in Washington with her husband, 
daughter, and their pup, Booker T.
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

The American University Alumni Association (AUAA) engages and sustains a worldwide community of alumni through 
opportunities for meaningful engagement aimed at increasing pride, volunteer involvement, and philanthropic commitment 
to American University. AUAA serves the university’s more than 135,000 alumni, cultivating lifelong relationships with 
graduates and offering exclusive benefits and resources. It encourages involvement with AU through volunteer, networking, 
student engagement and mentoring opportunities and includes alumni alliances and networks focused on identities, 
industries, interests, and experiences. Learn more at www.american.edu/alumni. 

LEGACY ALUMNI NETWORK

The Legacy Alumni Network (LAN) recognizes American University alumni and students who are the children, 
grandchildren, parents, and grandparents of an AU alumnus or alumna. The LAN helps these important members 
of the AU community stay in touch with the university and with one another through special events and networking 
opportunities. With more than 2,000 legacy alumni and students, the network celebrates families for their support of AU 
across generations. If you have any questions, please contact legacy@american.edu. 

Jordan Matthew Friedman	
School of Public Affairs

Benjamin Matthew Katz	
Kogod School of Business

Erin Belen Elizabeth Moore Patton	
School of International Service

Aidan C. Rossman	
School of Public Affairs
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ORDER OF EVENTS
College of Arts and Sciences

Kogod School of Business
School of Education

Office of Professional Studies

Sylvia M. Burwell, University President, Presiding

STUDENT PROCESSIONAL Prelude Brass Ensemble

FACULTY AND PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

WELCOME President Burwell

NATIONAL ANTHEM Dalia Habiby

INVOCATION Reverend Bryant Oskvig, University Chaplain

INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKERS Fanta Aw, Vice President, Undergraduate Enrollment,  
Campus Life, and Inclusive Excellence

STUDENT ADDRESSES Joseph A. Garcia, Graduate Speaker
Kogod School of Business

Yasmine Rojeen Azadi, Undergraduate Speaker
Kogod School of Business

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREE Peter Starr, Provost and Chief Academic Officer

President Burwell

Abigail D. Phillip

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Abigail D. Phillip, Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa

PRESIDENT’S CHARGE TO GRADUATES President Burwell

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES Provost Starr

CONFERRAL OF DOCTORAL DEGREES President Burwell

Max Paul Friedman, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S  
AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES

Provost Starr

CONFERRAL OF MASTER’S AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES President Burwell

Max Paul Friedman, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Cheryl Holcomb-McCoy, Dean, School of Education 

Wendy Boland, Dean of Graduate and Professional Studies

John T. Delaney, Dean, Kogod School of Business

RECESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

(Audience will rise and remain standing until the platform 
party, faculty, and graduates have left the arena.)
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MARSHALS

John Heywood
Past Chair, Faculty Senate
University Marshal

Garret Martin 
Faculty Trustee
Chair, Faculty Senate
Faculty Marshal

Wendy Boland
Doctoral Students

Walter G. Park
College of Arts and Sciences 

Casey Evans
Kogod School of Business

Olatokunbo Fashola
School of Education

Robert Stokes
Office of Professional Studies

FLAG BEARERS

Arden Danielle Lesoravage
College of Arts and Sciences
United States Flag Bearer

Haiman Michelle Wong
College of Arts and Sciences
District of Columbia Flag Bearer

Leslie Ulysse Anselme
Office of Professional Studies
American University Flag Bearer

Adam Katz, WCL/JD ’86
Alumni Flag Bearer
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College of Arts and Sciences

Degrees Awarded, August 2021

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Trinity R. H. Alexander
Clinical Psychology
Internalized Racism and Gendered Colorism 
among African Americans: A Study of Intra-
Group Bias, Perceived Discrimination, and 
Psychological Well-Being

Kathryn Celestia Asalone
Behavior, Cognition and Neuroscience
Analysis of the Mysterious Germline Restricted 
Chromosome in Zebra Finch

Curtis Matthew Harris
History
Hardwood Revolution: The NBA’s Growth  
and Player Revolt, 1950-1976

Julie Hawks
History
Mobilizing America: Traveling Publicity 
Campaigns and America’s Social Imaginaries

Chang He
Economics
Three Essays on Gender, Time Use and  
Female Labor Force Participation

Emine Elçin Köten
Economics
Three Essays on Internet Platform Usage  
and Trade

Amanda Kaufmann
Clinical Psychology
Does Changing Outcome Expectancies and 
Behavioral Reinforcers Affect Smoking-Related 
Outcomes among Young Adults?

Whitney Nicole Mhoon-Mock
Clinical Psychology
A Values-Based Intervention to Improve  
College Student Performance and Retention

Gustavo A. Rojas-Matute
Economics
Heterogeneity in Expectations, Official 
Information and Price-Setting Behavior

Naomi Francine Stahl
Clinical Psychology
Evaluation of Treatment Components of a 
Smoking Cessation Program for Veterans  
with Serious Mental Illness

MASTER OF ARTS
Andrew Muhab Anbar-Shaheen
Sociology 

Deirdre M. Belson
Economics

Ashley C. Brill
Economics

Michael Anthony D’Angelo
Economics

Mohamed Tassilmir Diaby
Economics

Meghan Dieckmann
Public Anthropology

Katherine Elizabeth Hatcher
Art History

Nicholas D. Illuzzi
Economics

Helen Louise Jackson
Arts Management

Wenjun Jiang
International Economics

Erin S. McCoy
Psychology

Alexandra McDougle
Public Anthropology

Jiaqi Meng
International Economics

Carl Moore
Audio Technology

Matthew Mulvihill
Audio Technology

Rachel Elizabeth Nelson
Psychology

Michael F. Quiroz
Public Anthropology

Ryan C. Russell
Economics

Jessica M. Tackes
Art History

Brady Tuttle
Literature, Culture, and Technology

Yafoor Waizi
Economics

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Alisa Maria Boucher
Nutrition Education

Sara M. Brown
Nutrition Education

Deborah S. Carnahan
Nutrition Education

Anna Socorro Garcia
Nutrition Education

Chia-Ling Kao
Health Promotion Management

Fengrui Liu
Data Science

Wei-Chen Lu
Data Science

Karen Marinaro
Nutrition Education

Andrew Patrick Miller
Health Promotion Management

Claire Nelson
Nutrition Education

Nathaniel G. Niemann
Data Science

Jazmin Ozuna Chavez
Nutrition Education

Trevor K. Richardson
Data Science

Anastasia A. Simakina
Nutrition Education

Yuanhan Xu
Statistics

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Theresa Claire Barnhill
Environmental Studies

Clément Hugo Raphael Beauvarlet
Anthropology

Roger M. Blease
Anthropology

Sarah J. Earnhart
Foreign Language and Communication 
Media

Ryan John Huber
Philosophy
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Kalin S. Lamme
Literature

Dharma Langham
Psychology

Denise Nyasha Moyo
Psychology

Valentina Porto
Economics

Nikki Randhawa
Asian Studies

Zoe E. Sasser
Public Health

Ayla E. Taffel
Performing Arts: Theatre

Dakoury Vincent Godo-Solo
Environmental Science
American University Scholar

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Xiaoqian Li
Statistics

Alyssa Liang
Public Health

Aarthi Mani
Public Health

Shrija Moharar
Computer Science

Egzona Rexhepi
Computer Science
Applied Mathematics

Kellam A. Schmudde
Neuroscience

Su Xu
Statistics

Zihan Zhang
Mathematics

Degree Candidates, December 2021

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Young Il Choi  
Economics
Uncertainty, Credit Risk, and  
Corporate Investment

Rebecca Brenner Graham  
History
When Mail Arrived on Sundays, 1810-1912

Ivan Grek  
History
Illiberal Civil Society in Russia, 1985-2002

Bridget A. Klein  
Anthropology
Aging Deaf Lesbians: A Study of Stigmatization, 
Marginalization, Resistance and Resilience 
from 1945 to 2020

Candace Armstrong Koman  
Clinical Psychology
Expanding a Cultural Resilience Model  
to Understand Predictors of Quality of Life 
Outcomes for Black Women

Divya Laxmi Nigam  
Behavior, Cognition and Neuroscience
Clinical Implementation of the Motion 
Diamond Stimulus

Aarti Reddy  
Economics
Overlapping Dimensions of Informality  
in Urban India

Laura C. Rice  
Behavior, Cognition and Neuroscience
The Cerebellar Contribution to Social 
Prediction and Learning in Autism

Joshua P. Schea  
Anthropology
What Are You Doing for Others?  
A Community-Centered Response to  
Neoliberal Education from a Religious  
Non-Profit Organization

MASTER OF ARTS
Anthony Anaya
Economics

Kimberly Baggelaar
Public Anthropology

Shikha Bhurtel
Economics

Megan Leigh Boyd
Psychology

Gabriel Bullard
Literature, Culture and Technology

Sarah Elizabeth Canfield
History

Elizabeth Janeway Carey
Public Anthropology

Ya Chu Chuang
Economics

Alison F. Coyne
Psychology

Joseph Craig
Economics

Seyni Da
Economics

Mohamed Samir Mansour Hussein  
Awad Faragalla
International Economics

Gregory Taylor Ferguson
Economics

Feven Fisseha
Psychology

Joseph A. Foss
Economics

Rochelle Fraser
History

Shaira Nausheen Haq
Economics

Tamia Hayes
Psychology

David Herman
Psychology

Carla Anai Herrera Ramos
Economics

Ruijuan Hu
Teaching English to Speakers  
of Other Languages

Ryan L. Jacobs
Audio Technology

Emily Lauren Ledford
Public Anthropology

Kathryn Ann Morgan
History

Tri Q. Nguyen
Economics

Frances Ariel Pepper
Art History

Margarita Salazar
Economics

Maxim Serezhin
Economics

Laura Jin Sislen
Public Anthropology

David Smith Jr.
Economics

Katrina Smith
Economics

Jiaying Wang
Economics

Cleveland St. Patrick Wedderburn
Audio Technology
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Erin Paterson Wynne
Arts Management

Jinshuo Zhang
International Economics

Linmengyu Zhao
Teaching English to Speakers  
of Other Languages

Cheng Zhou
Teaching English to Speakers  
of Other Languages

MASTER OF FINE ARTS
Loren Fossum
Creative Writing

Emily Yoona Kim
Creative Writing

Kristin McGrath
Studio Art

Jessica K. Williams-Sullivan
Creative Writing

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Raghad Mohammed F. Alayoubi
Health Promotion Management 

Bandr AlSwyan 
Computer Science

Muhamad Ilham Azhar
Environmental Science

Madeline Beasley
Neuroscience

Ka Zoua Berry
Nutrition Education

Yu-Jui Chang
Data Science

Yunting Chiu
Data Science

Chun En Chu
Data Science

Rongtao Ding
Data Science

Skieea Graham
Nutrition Education

Yu “Arunana” Guo
Data Science

Casey Erin Harkins
Health Promotion Management

Julia C. Himelick
Nutrition Education

Colin Hogan
Environmental Science

Lisa Joseph
Health Promotion Management

Zoe Kobrin
Nutrition Education

Jodi Lynne Kuhn
Nutrition Education

Jiazeng Li
Data Science

Shan Lin
Data Science

Nicholas Ryan Lindner
Nutrition Education

Hanzhou Liu
Data Science

Meilen Grice Louth
Environmental Science

Hsueh-Jen Lu
Statistics

Amani John Maberi
Data Science

Yashar Mansouri
Data Science

Laura E. Mauroschadt
Nutrition Education

Serena Elizabeth McCarthy
Biotechnology

Mingfan Meng
Data Science

Mingfan Meng
Environmental Science

Jasmine I. Morrow
Nutrition Education

Emily Nguyen
Environmental Science

Milene Nkouamen Mbianda
Biotechnology

Kingsley Ofoegbu
Data Science

Nawal Oufkir Bordreuil
Nutrition Education

Jacika Nischal Patel
Professional Science: Biostatistics

Stefan R. Pontius
Health Promotion

Cole R. Rosner
Environmental Studies

Sahriani
Health Promotion Management

Andrea Samayoa
Health Promotion Management

Doudou Shi
Data Science

Nitchell Tapalu
Nutrition Education

Michael Wadley
Data Science

Yiyao Wang
Data Science

Haiman Michelle Wong
Data Science

Jingyi Xu
Data Science

Chihui Yang
Statistics

Semhar Yemane
Nutrition Education

Yan Zhang
Data Science

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Emilia Sofia Amaro
Psychology

Thamara Lynda Aridou
Philosophy

Daniel R. N. Bamford
Economics

Farshad Bazargani
Public Health
Public Health Scholar

Claire Kathryn Berggren
Psychology

Carson M. Boches
Music
summa cum laude

Hayley F. Budnick
Psychology
Justice and Law

Megan E. Burns
Economics
summa cum laude

Maria Manuela Chang Svensson
Economics
Business Administration

Yiran Chu
History

Rebecca Connet
Anthropology

Carly Marie Costello
Philosophy

Sofia Del Aguila
Public Health

Rosemary Elizabeth DeLuca
Performing Arts: Musical Theatre

Justin E. Dennis
Economics

Hannah Marie DeVito
Literature
summa cum laude
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Kelly Koumba Diouf
Psychology

Emilee Eastman
Anthropology

Elizabeth A. Ellis
Economics

Miya Rei Hamashige
Performing Arts: Musical Theatre

Adrian S. Harris
History

Lauren Michelle Hewins
American Studies

Sam Hickman
Audio Production
Psychology

Kiomi A. Hori Peixoto
Psychology
Justice and Law

Yihong Hou
Arab World Studies

Julia Frances Hub
Art History
magna cum laude
American University Scholar

Isabel Katherine Iem
Art History
summa cum laude

Heather-Ann Lauren Simone Irons
Philosophy

Claudia Christina Joppert
Economics

Aleksia Kainovic
Economics

Sean Jay Hyun Kim
Environmental Studies

Virginia Louise Krigbaum
Interdisciplinary Studies: Understanding 
Human Behavior in the Context of Crime

Leona A. Lee
Psychology

Noah Leibowitz
Jewish Studies

Arden Danielle Lesoravage
Psychology
magna cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Abigail Shang Jin Ling
Literature

Qiming Liu
Economics

Yongyi Lu
Public Health
cum laude

Malachy McGovern
Psychology
magna cum laude

Katherine Leah Meyerson
Psychology
summa cum laude
American University Scholar

Mariam Morad
Psychology

William Carson Murray
Audio Production

Lauren E. Newton
Economics
Political Science

Arianna Catherine O’Brien Cannon
Psychology
summa cum laude

Atousa Ostovartafti
Graphic Design

Bhavik D. Patel
Sociology

Milo Paul
American Studies

Rafaela A. Peralta-Vasquez
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies

Christopher G. Pingitore
Economics
summa cum laude

Sarah Frances Pollock
Performing Arts: Musical Theatre

Yijie Ren
Psychology

John W. Seipp
Psychology
Public Health

Esther Shapiro
Psychology
cum laude

Taha A. Sherif
Economics

Halle Yael Jaymes Shumate
History
cum laude

Olivia R. Silver
Environmental Studies

Winaly Isai Simpson
Economics

Skylar K. Spore
Arabic Studies

Kendall Nicole Sultan
Public Health
magna cum laude

Hannah Sweeney
Psychology

Nyvia J. Taylor
Public Health
cum laude

Alejandra Vallejo Jauslin
Performing Arts: Musical Theatre

Christopher J. Vanek
Philosophy
magna cum laude
American University Scholar

Adore Nadira Waldon
Economics

Nicholas D. Wilms
Economics

Yaomin Xun
Graphic Design

Areeba Babar Yasin
Economics
Political Science
magna cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Monica Abonce
Environmental Science

Caroline Berdugo Ramirez
Public Health

Rocio Bereilh
Computer Science

Nicolas Tagnon Raphael Blassou
Biology

Sophie A. Boisseau
Health Promotion
magna cum laude

Sarina M. Bridges
Biology

Cole Davis Cerabona
Economics
summa cum laude
American University Scholar

Kevin Chávez López
Neuroscience
Honors in Neuroscience

William Alexander Cohen
Data Science

Olivia E. Freides
Statistics

Darcy Anna Grand
Mathematics

Sean Herrera Hall
Computer Science

Christopher S. Hoffmann
Statistics

Marty Rose Isaacson Acoca Lavi
Neuroscience
Honors in Neuroscience
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Jai Lovie Evette James
Mathematics

Patrick Judy
Audio Technology
magna cum laude

Ana Lipton
Environmental Science

Sabine L. Malik
Environmental Science
summa cum laude
American University Scholar

Dasia Noelle McKoy
Neuroscience

Andrew Christian McMichael
Biology
cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Kim Angelina Pruitt
Interdisciplinary Studies: Multimedia Design 
and Development

Abigail Maura Record
Biology

Ethan L. Royce
Economics
International Studies

Mollie Katherine Russell
Environmental Science
cum laude

Nils Alexander Enstrom Schofer
Computer Science

Ginger Schwarz
Computer Science
cum laude

Emma Marjorie Sciole
Mathematics

Aruzhan Sultanova
Public Health

Soorya Thaivalappil
Environmental Science
American University Scholar

Mira Thakkar
Public Health
summa cum laude

Rebecca Erin Wahlenmayer
Economics
magna cum laude

Mark J. Ware
Biology
summa cum laude

Matthew Wilkinson
Computer Science
magna cum laude

Jerry Zouantcha
Health Promotion
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Kogod School of Business

Degrees Awarded, August 2021

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Subhan Ahmed
Finance

Anna Jelin Bernstein
Sustainability Management

Bethany Bilewu
Marketing

Adam Bundy
Analytics

Gabriela Sofia Cantero
Marketing

Jose A. Castellanos
Marketing

Ethan M. Dickstein
Finance

Jonathan Francis Duggan
Taxation

Emma M. Eichelman
Sustainability Management

Kara George Galletta
Accounting

Mariana Gomez-Calderon
Marketing

Hao Gu
Finance

Melissa Rose Hampton
Sustainability Management

Tyler Howington
Finance

Yiming Jiang
Accounting

Yuan Jin
Analytics

Jon Rasmus Jonsson
Sustainability Management

Soraya Kamil
Analytics

Hyo Kim
Management

Bah Yannick Konan
Analytics

Marisela Lara
Analytics

Joshua C. Lin
Marketing

Xin Liu
Marketing

Zeen Liu
Analytics

Cassidy Lowther
Marketing

Madeline K. Lynch
Marketing

Ramesh Makhloga
Accounting

Lauren R. McManus
Sustainability Management

Elizabeth M. Mendes
Marketing

Amelia Grace Miles
Sustainability Management

Juan Tomas Montas Rodriguez
Marketing

José Tomás Muci Lander
Analytics

Dilda Mukhametkhan
Accounting

Rosemary W. Ndulu
Marketing

Ha Ngoc Nguyen
Finance

Nana Kwaku Duah Nsiah-Poku
Marketing

Taylor Owens
Marketing

Jade Marie Paul
Sustainability Management

Bowen Quan
Analytics

Barbara P. Rivera-Nevares
Marketing

Hector M. Rodriguez-Tanner
Finance

Jennifer L. Rushe
Marketing

Rafael Ignacio Saavedra Casielles
Analytics

Erica Elizabeth Skowron
Sustainability Management

Andrew Stewart
Analytics

Mary Katherine Stinton
Marketing

Emma Stoney
Sustainability Management

Xiaoqi Sun
Analytics

Dipali Manik Tikone
Marketing

Xuehao Wang
Analytics

Grace J. Welton
Analytics

Yue Yuan
Accounting

Ruidan Zhang
Marketing

Xiaobo Zhang
Analytics

Junyao Zhou
Marketing

Nancy Zhou
Marketing

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Olivia Al
Finance

Shengbo Han
Finance

Jordan Robert Merrick
Finance

Sayf A. Sbaitan
Accounting

Mengxue Sun
Finance

Zihao Xu
Finance
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Abdullah Abdul Samad
cum laude

Boan Chen
cum laude

David Reid Dortch

Max Jonathan Finkel

Faris Hajrovic

Youssuf Hassan

Paige Laurel Henning

Omer Mubarak Ali Ibrahim

Hongyuan Liu

Yanting Liu

Liu Peng

Joshua E. Polk

Carmen N. Reynolds

Jose Antonio Rodríguez

Ting Shi

Tejus Jay Subramanian

Ke Ni Teo
cum laude

Wanyi Zou
cum laude

Degrees Awarded, September 2021

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
Lauren J. Acierto

Jayashri Narayanan Aja

Bethelehem Felseta Akalu

Govinda Bankay

Terin Bates

Rebecca Bentley

Karly Marie Clayton

Boubacar Diallo

Otis Garner Jr.

Lindsay Marie Williams Ghrist

Simone J.  Grant

Lauren Griffiths

Jarret Paul Harrigan

Jacquelyn Harris

Eric Daniel Hian-Cheong

Mariah Howes

Lillian Margaret Kamara

Timothy John Kielich

Eric R. Kramer

Mollie Alyssa Leinson

Dominic A. Mancini

Shawn A. Maxberry

Jonathan S. Minion

Sara E. Nazir

Victor Orion

Travis Emmanuel Parker

Damiere A. Snell

Zhigsitu B. Tollossa

Sarah Wilson Miller

Gerard John Zimmerman III

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Amanda Chase Jones
Analytics

Moniefia Monee Maitland
International Relations and Business

Alex Cameron Myers
International Relations and Business

Kellie T. Rouege
Analytics

Degree Candidates, December 2021

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
Bacilia Angel

Spencer J. Bain

Carly Michele Belloff

Kathryn Eliza Korengold Bernstorf

Julian Yuu Booker

Kevin Patrick Bradley

Elizabeth Brummett

Shannon L. Capps

Alana Sharron Chinn

Jawando L. Clarke

Chiara LaVon Cooper

Keanu Coupet

Matthew L. Cummings

Hannah Marie Duffy

Onyx Adiaha Evison

Lisa Francis

Joseph A. Garcia

Bryce Nyeema General

Eric N. Goff

Nicole Moss Greene

Reed Douglas Hendricks

Connor Jones Henningsen

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

Jiajia Jiang

Malcolm Lequent Jones

Maegan Aileen Kuczwara

Shahad Mahdi

Sarah K. Moss

Anthony Peak

Xavier R. Rivera

Olivia Louise Robertson
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Joshua R. Schulnick

Stanley Schwitalla

Michael K. Silochan Jr.

Morgan Rae Speakman

Gregory J. Stanton

Marina Tomei

Artemio M. Valdez

Justin White

Jean Lynnette Williams

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Samir Sami Achkar
Finance

Feyisayo Adebiyi
Analytics

Adetokunbo T. Adekanmbi
Analytics

Perry Nat Adu
Analytics

Chidi Edward Agbaeruneke Jr.
Analytics

Zulma J. Amaya
Accounting

Jessica Rhema Yumang Arenas
Analytics

Christopher J. Bartholomew
Analytics

Nissim Benjamin Begas
Taxation

Jiayi Bian
Finance

Nina Gabrielle Biggs
Marketing Analytics

Glen Brownson
Analytics

Hannah Katherine Bruening
Analytics

Caroline Anne Buckley
Taxation

Mpho Vivian Chinyolo
International Relations and Business

Archibald James Cullen
Finance

Marco de la Rosa
Analytics

Michael T. DeMarco
Analytics

Jette Dieckmann
Analytics

Yiming Ding
Finance

Emily Dragan
Accounting

Maiya Eldridge
Marketing Analytics

Joshua Andrew Fredlund
International Relations and Business

Victoria A. Furbay
Analytics

Nicholas Anthony Gallo
Accounting

Clayton Lee Gardner
Analytics

Nicole M. Hardy
Analytics

Jeremiah M. Harvey
Analytics

Jason Edward Hess
Accounting

Marcus Hines
Marketing Analytics

Paul Hopkins
Analytics

Bria Janae Howard
Accounting

Dominick Jackson
Marketing Analytics

Jourdan D. Jones
International Relations and Business

Joshua N. Junious II
Analytics

Matthew A. Kaplan
Analytics

James Andrew Koons
International Relations and Business

Daniel J. Kossler III
Analytics

Tacy Elizabeth Lambiase
Sustainability Management

Yingjia Liao
Sustainability Management

Mia S. Lopez
Marketing Analytics

Hiwot T. Mamo
Analytics

Kaitlin Megan Mathias
International Relations and Business

Spencer Reed McDonald
Analytics

Joylin Cheryse McFarlane
Analytics

Jue Meng
Finance

Samira Bandara Mirihella
Analytics

Andrew Mitchell
Analytics

Gillian Susannah Moses
Analytics

Edmond H. Niesen
Real Estate

Luiz Felipe Nogueira Gomes
Analytics

Laura Mary Nolan
Accounting

Zhanibek Nurmakhan
Accounting

Jonathan Obeng Andam
Analytics

Chiagoziem Chukwuemaka Onyegbule
Analytics

Hyun Woo Park
Analytics

Elise Lauraincia Patipewe Yotchou
Accounting

Tri Dinh Phan
Analytics

Grant Thomas Posell
Analytics

Alexandra Sophia Rasch
International Relations and Business

Mohit Singh Narendra Singh Rathod
Real Estate

Christian Anthony David Romero
Analytics

Alexa L. Ryan
Analytics

Declan Asher Sales
Analytics

Brandon J. Sigler
Marketing Analytics

Ryan Stewart
Finance

Perry Joules Taylor
Accounting

Kisha Thakur
Accounting

Coleen O. Thomas
Analytics

Alec V. Thompson
Analytics

Fan Wang
Accounting

Xixi Wang
Accounting

Suravut Warajuntano
Analytics

Katherine Elizabeth Westcott
Analytics



merican niversity  •  Kogod School of Business 21

Diana Cristina Wilcox
Analytics

Joseph P. Woehling
Marketing Analytics

Ziyi Xue
Finance

Lauren Marie Zappaterrini
Sustainability Management

Zile Zeng
Accounting

Yue Zhang
Analytics

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Sijia An
Accounting

Matthew R. Barresi
Finance

Nicholas Eugene Bartell
Finance

Emma Elizabeth Cabral
Business and Entertainment

Tingyi Cai
Finance

Benjamin K. Campagnone
Accounting

Talmage D. Crom
Finance

Xinyu Cui
Finance

Yiran Cui
Finance

Nikita A. Damodaran
Finance

Madelyn M. Gallagher
Business and Entertainment

Brindha K. Kodlapur
Finance
summa cum laude

Peixuan Li
Finance

Anni Liu
Accounting

Zhilan Ma
Finance

Erica Nichole Mariani
Accounting

Lauren McKenzie
Business and Entertainment

Brendan P. McLaughlin
Business and Entertainment

Alisha Michelle Erene Netus
Accounting

Camilla Michelle Nourie
Finance

Aaron Novack
Finance

Kieu Xuan Phan
Finance

Allison Rebecca Rever
Business and Entertainment
magna cum laude
Kogod Honors

Ximena Rojas
Finance

Andrew Sabo
Business and Entertainment 

Carl Viggo Love Georgsson Sjöberg
Finance
magna cum laude

Yiran Su
Business and Entertainment

Theodore James Vagell
Finance

Yuxin Xie
Finance

Zhangziyuan Xu
Accounting

Ruike Yu
Business and Entertainment

Xifeng Yu
Finance
cum laude

Zewen Yu
Accounting
magna cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Worod Alhumedi M. Alenezi

Fahad Jobair M Aljobair

Hazza Bin Hamdan Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Yasmine Rojeen Azadi

Siyuan Chen

Zexin Chen

Haodong Chu

Yujie Cui

Nikolas A. Dekeyzer

Wei Ding

Ha Diep Do

Ziqiang Dong
magna cum laude

Santiago Domingo Dunn Bustamante

Arden P. Fortaleza

Valentin Goldstein

Jiyai Guo
magna cum laude

Phuoc Anh Dung Ho

Yukun Ji 

Weiyuan Jiang

Nikola Ngong Jok

Fareena Kamran

Benjamin Matthew Katz

Katrina Roisin Kavanagh
cum laude

Meiru Liu

Xinran Liu

Jacqueline Anne Long

Wenxia Lu

Evanna Marencel
cum laude

Folashade M. J. McMullen

Diego Ortega 

Nicole E. Perez

Jaycie Madison Risch
cum laude
Kogod Honors

Michael W. Saade

Benjamin J. Scheiner

Rohit Hemant Seth
Second Major in Public Relations & 
Strategic Communication

Youssef Mehdi Slimani

Zhirong Tan

Emma Thompson

Eugenio Torres

Peter J. Tuffey

Dexing Wang

Xian “Alice”  Wang

Yixu Wang

Joshua Wilens
summa cum laude
Kogod Honors

Madison Lauren Wrigley
summa cum laude

Imane Keltouma Zerhouni 

Liangxin Zhang

Ruoyi Zhang

Xiangyang Zheng
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School of Education

Degrees Awarded, August 2021

MASTER OF ARTS
Jessica Staihar Bruce
Special Education: Learning Disabilities

Jessica M. Coke
International Training and Education

Chelsea Makela Marina Greene
Special Education: Learning Disabilities

Samantha Levine
Special Education: Learning Disabilities

Jeffrey Nicholas Martine
Special Education: Learning Disabilities

Lucie Mendelson
Special Education: Learning Disabilities

Mikaela Li Smith
Special Education: Learning Disabilities

Amaryllis Sarah-Nissim Torres
Special Education: Learning Disabilities

MASTER OF EDUCATION
Mouayad Numan Abu Shanab 
Education Policy and Leadership

Rebecca A. Breeyear
Education Policy and Leadership

Kathleen McNulty Brennan
Education Policy and Leadership

Jon-Thomas Bujold
Education Policy and Leadership

Elisabeth C. Butler
Education Policy and Leadership

Leah D. Clawson
Education Policy and Leadership

Elizabeth Haley Dipert
Education Policy and Leadership

Cassandra D. Edwards
Education Policy and Leadership

Hayley E. Fife
Education Policy and Leadership

Alexandra Kumm
Education Policy and Leadership

Michelle M. Lake
Education Policy and Leadership

Maureen Lemp
Education Policy and Leadership

Kathleen Ruth Mullins
Education Policy and Leadership

Kathryn Elizabeth Alley 
Education Policy and Leadership

Rachael M. Sheehan
Education Policy and Leadership

Abigail Jordon Willard
Education Policy and Leadership

Christopher Michael Zinzarella
Education Policy and Leadership
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Degree Candidates, December 2021

MASTER OF ARTS
Katherine Burbridge
International Training and Education

Dereck Onofre Parada
International Training and Education

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING
Heather M. Cotton

Teleah Angelique Hollingsworth

Amanda Gayle Inkenbrandt

Abigail K. Martin

Kevin C. Riley

Evan Warner Welsh

MASTER OF EDUCATION
Natasha C. Acosta
Education Policy and Leadership

Kasey Leigh Barnes
Education Policy and Leaderhip

Janelle Elizabeth Blackstone
Education Policy and Leadership

Holly Rochelle Bluhm
Education Policy and Leadership

Dwayne E. Brown
Education Policy and Leadership

Jazmine C. Brown
Education Policy and Leadership

Yerisson F. Cardenas
Education Policy and Leadership

Shanique Carmichael
Education Policy and Leadership

Ian Raynaldo Cavasos
Education Policy and Leadership

Andrea Michelle Conway
Education Policy and Leadership

Lauren A. Corboy
Education Policy and Leadership

Eileen Stacey Curtayne
Education Policy and Leadership

Jacob Evans Deitz
Education Policy and Leadership

Ticia L. Fareed-Cole
Education Policy and Leadership

Briana Charne Fleetwood
Education Policy and Leadership

Aaliyah Muslimah Furqan
Education Policy and Leadership

Rowena Estacio Razon Gesick
Education Policy and Leadership

Shahana Ghosh
Education Policy and Leadership

Travis J. Glennon
Education Policy and Leadership

Madeline S. Kilburn
Education Policy and Leadership

Christopher Onado Levy
Education Policy and Leadership

Viktor Tenojaik Ling
Education Policy and Leadership

Elyse M. Nuttall
Education Policy and Leadership

Jennifer L. Russell Ziarnik
Education Policy and Leadership

Samantha Rose Saltzman
Education Policy and Leadership

Emma Simpleman
Education Policy and Leadership

Chelsea Smith
Education Policy and Leadership

Briana Nicole Sneed
Education Policy and Leadership

Rebecca K. Snider
Education Policy and Leadership

Francesca Snow
Education Policy and Leadership

Darrion T. Sprueill
Education Policy and Leadership

Elizabeth A. Tiblanc
Education Policy and Leadership

Martina P. Van Norden
Education Policy and Leadership

Nicole Donna Winans
Education Policy and Leadership

Jessica Morgan Young
Education Policy and Leadership

Zihan Zhao
Education Policy and Leadership
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Office of Professional Studies

Degrees Awarded, August 2021

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Agaila Abba Hemeida
Healthcare Management

Rebecca H. Abels
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Bryan Albin
Sports Analytics and Management

Erin M. Campbell
Instructional Design and Learning Analytics

Noah Keauliikolomanu Mamoru Chang
Sports Analytics and Management

Janet R. Clarke
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Katherine Jennifer Coleman
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Bryon C. Cook
Sports Analytics and Management

Mark Frances DallaValle 
Sports Analytics and Management

Michael Elliot Desjardins
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Joseph N. Farinelli
Sports Analytics and Management

Kyle Lee Fisher
Sports Analytics and Management

Akhil Ghirnikar
Sports Analytics and Management

Nicholas John Giella
Sports Analytics and Management

Talatha G. Kiazolu-Reeves
Measurement and Evaluation

Annie Lee
Sports Analytics and Management

Jessica Littman
Measurement and Evaluation

Dylan S. Lloyd
Instructional Design and Learning Analytics

Isabelle McMahon
Measurement and Evaluation

Amirh Adzua Morgan
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Forrest Matthew Newhall
Sports Analytics and Management

Catherine Carter Rogers
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Atorey Ikilil Salihu
Sports Analytics and Management

Matthew Spier
Sports Analytics and Management

Taylor S. Strain
Sports Analytics and Management

Kerry Marie Sutherland
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Jake Taraska
Sports Analytics and Management

Leighanne Marie Virosco
Sports Analytics and Management

Benjamin Wasserman
Sports Analytics and Management

Kernal Asberry White Jr.
Human Resource Analytics and Management

David N. Yakovleff
Human Resource Analytics and Management
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Degree Candidates, December 2021

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Ameer Abdelkrim
Sports Analytics and Management

Anthony Amankona-Diawuoh
Healthcare Management

Leslie Ulysse Anselme
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Ronald Arbertha Jr.
Sports Analytics and Management

Caleb J. Beazer
Sports Analytics and Management

Marie-Luise Virginia Brase
Sports Analytics and Management

Dan Trong Bui
Sports Analytics and Management

Tabitha Dawn Butler
Healthcare Management

Noah Benjamin Cheney
Sports Analytics and Management

Rodney O’Neil  Coaxum-Richardson
Sports Analytics and Management

Brandon Conoley
Sports Analytics and Management

Susan K. Davis
Instructional Design and Learning Analytics

Pamgrace Gachenge
Healthcare Management

Alison Mooney 
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Casey Hobbs
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Ashleigh L. Hughes
Healthcare Management

Eric Robert Kaulback
Sports Analytics and Management

Robert D. Maffei
Sports Analytics and Management

Phyllis M. McGovern
Healthcare Management

Ryan Mimnaugh
Sports Analytics and Management

Steven Morel
Sports Analytics and Management

Benjamin J. Obeng
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Sean O’Connor 
Sports Analytics and Management

Jacob S. Perriman
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Christine Pompa
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Daniel John Port
Sports Analytics and Management

Zachariah Mohammad Rabah Barghouti
Measurement and Evaluation

Alexander Thomas Temple
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Tracy T. Thomas
Human Resource Analytics and Management

Pamela Winston
Measurement and Evaluation
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ORDER OF EVENTS
School of Communication

School of International Service
School of Public Affairs

Washington College of Law

Sylvia M. Burwell, University President, Presiding

STUDENT PROCESSIONAL Prelude Brass Ensemble

FACULTY AND PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

WELCOME President Burwell

NATIONAL ANTHEM Dalia Habiby

INVOCATION Reverend Bryant Oskvig, University Chaplain

INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKERS Fanta Aw, Vice President, Undergraduate Enrollment,  
Campus Life, and Inclusive Excellence

STUDENT ADDRESSES Barbara Soares Lima dos Santos, Graduate Speaker
School of Public Affairs

Ngakiya Camara, Undergraduate Speaker
School of Public Affairs

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREE Peter Starr, Provost and Chief Academic Officer

President Burwell

Abigail D. Phillip

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Abigail D. Phillip, Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa 

PRESIDENT’S CHARGE TO GRADUATES President Burwell

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES Provost Starr

CONFERRAL OF DOCTORAL DEGREES President Burwell

Vicky M. Wilkins, Dean, School of Public Affairs

Roger A. Fairfax Jr., Dean, Washington College of Law

Christine BN Chin, Dean, School of International Service

Sam Fulwood III, Dean, School of Communication

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S  
AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES

Provost Starr

CONFERRAL OF MASTER’S AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES President Burwell

Christine BN Chin, Dean, School of International Service

Sam Fulwood III, Dean, School of Communication

Roger A. Fairfax Jr., Dean, Washington College of Law

Vicky M. Wilkins, Dean, School of Public Affairs

RECESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

(Audience will rise and remain standing until the platform 
party, faculty, and graduates have left the arena.)
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MARSHALS

Garret Martin 
Faculty Trustee
Chair, Faculty Senate
University Marshal

Lilian Baeza-Mendoza
Vice Chair, Faculty Senate
Faculty Marshal

Wendy Boland
Doctoral Students

Sherri Marie Williams
School of Communication 

Lauren Carruth
School of International Service

Saul Newman
School of Public Affairs

Elizabeth Beske
Washington College of Law

FLAG BEARERS

Michael Santino Giachetti
School of International Service
United States Flag Bearer

Abigail Boaduwa Yirrah
Washington College of Law
District of Columbia Flag Bearer

Talia Naomi Scharf
School of Communication
American University Flag Bearer

Gordon-Andrew Fletcher, SPA/BA ’06, 
MPAP ’17
Alumni Flag Bearer
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School of Communication

Degrees Awarded, August 2021

MASTER OF ARTS
Ana Rocío Álvarez Bríñez
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Annissa Katelin Bensalah
Strategic Communication

Dani Birzer
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Calla Mayer Boeckman
Strategic Communication

Stephon Je’von Bradberry
Political Communication

Anna Brugmann
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Brianna Lane Burch
Strategic Communication

Kimberly Cataudella
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Amal Chmouny
Strategic Communication

Elena Alessandra Ciaccio
Strategic Communication

Roshanna Dotson
Strategic Communication

Emily Dyckman
Strategic Communication

Roderick H. Evans
Communication: Producing Film,  
Television, and Video

Lolade Fadulu
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Neekta Farahmand
Strategic Communication

Ashton Farmanara
Strategic Communication

Monique S. Fontenot
Strategic Communication

Jesana Danielle Gadley
Strategic Communication

Zeina Hamade
Strategic Communication

Devyn Walter Harris
Film and Media Production

Jillian Rose James
Strategic Communication

Kamau Joseph
Strategic Communication

Christine C. Lee
Strategic Communication

Alex Lucas
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Julia Mann
Strategic Communication

Molly Nicole McCabe
Strategic Communication

Patrick James McNulty Jr.
Strategic Communication

Shant Mirzaians
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Raquel Olivia Missbrenner
Strategic Communication

Zeina Mohammed
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Tyler Anne Morgan Parker
Strategic Communication

Myra Corinthian Patrick
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Udomdej Puenpa
Film and Media Production

Oluwatobi Raji
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Kayla Redstone
Strategic Communication

Charlotte Ann Richardson
Strategic Communication

Brittani B. Riddle
Strategic Communication

Maria Luisa Rossel
Strategic Communication

Michele B. Russell
Strategic Communication

Coralie Saint-Louis
Strategic Communication

Sarah R. Salem
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Alexandra Lin Sarria
Strategic Communication

Aaron Joseph Schaffer
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Robin Nicole Seitz
Strategic Communication

John T. Seward
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Benjamin Coy Simmons III
Strategic Communication

Maya R. Smith
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Samuel Robert Souvannason
Strategic Communication

Rebecca Teixeira
Strategic Communication

Zoë Keeley Watkins
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Sarah Welch
Communication: Journalism  
and Public Affairs

Jena Olivia Wimsatt
Strategic Communication

Anfernee Jordan Young
Strategic Communication

MASTER OF FINE ARTS
Sydney Kay MaHan
Film and Media Arts

Alan Pittman
Film and Electronic Media

Emily Nesha Streim
Film and Media Arts
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BACHELOR OF ARTS
Claudia Maria De Ona 
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Zaria A. Diarra
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Kelton Gibson
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Diana Sofia Guzman Rodriguez
Communication Studies

Natalie Shira Kathok
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Anna Dainiusovna Kulagina
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
cum laude

Matthew S. Lapuck
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Jalen S. Lesly
Communication: Film and Media Arts
Audio Production
cum laude

Tucker John Malkowski
Communication: Film and Media Arts
Environmental Studies

Cecilia Ann Markley
Communication: Journalism
magna cum laude

Maria Luisa Montes de Oca Morales
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Oluwateniola Enitan Oduntan
Communication: Journalism

Marco Alessandro Perosch
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Isaac Pokryska
Communication: Journalism

McKenna B. Roper
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Grace Gile Soriano
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Alison Christine Van Metre
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Biyan Xu
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Semhar Semere Yehdego
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Junlong Zhu
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Degree Candidates, December 2021

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Jane Olivia Penelope Cronin
Communication
The Summer of Our Discontent:  
Anger and Hope in Hashtag Activism

MASTER OF ARTS
Annette Marie Abdelfatah
Strategic Communication

Hamad Al-Lakhen
Political Communication

Lisa Renee Bell
Film and Media Production

Halle Nicole Ellis
Strategic Communication

Niccolas Jordan Gadsden
Film and Media Arts

Adna Gasi
Strategic Communication

Christopher John Gilbert
Film and Video

Michelle E. Hinkson-Goins 
Strategic Communication

Jordan E. Harvey
Strategic Communication

Patrick J. Kirby
Film and Media Production

Dominique Cymone-Elizabeth Littles
Communication: Producing Film,  
Television, and Video

Hyatt Mamoun
Film and Media Production

Ian Mayberry
Strategic Communication

Sade Moore
Strategic Communication

Kathrine Morris
Strategic Communication

Ariana Dianne Orne
Strategic Communication

Minahil Rafay
Political Communication

Sasha-Ann Simons
Communication: Producing Film,  
Television, and Video

Kirstin Michaela Spanu
Strategic Communication

Sierra Ann Thompson
Strategic Communication

Spencer Sanders Trinwith
Film and Media Production

Heavenly York
Strategic Communication

MASTER OF FINE ARTS
Dunkeach Pasquel Buchanan II
Film and Media Arts

Elizabeth Joy Ebisch
Film and Media Arts

Grace Eggleston
Film and Media Arts

Marva Jemelle Gibbs
Film and Media Arts

Quamé A. Hamlin
Film and Electronic Media

Jessica Marcy
Film and Electronic Media

Alyssa Michener
Film and Media Arts

Michael D. Notzon
Film and Electronic Media

Kendra A. Oladipo
Film and Electronic Media

Shirin Saghaie
Film and Electronic Media

Stephanie C. Smith
Film and Media Arts

Nicholas Robert Tucker
Film and Media Arts

Marissa L. Woods
Film and Media Arts

Alazar Zewoldi
Film and Media Arts
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BACHELOR OF ARTS
Iman Cynthia Bakayoko
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Taylor Baker
Communication: Journalism

Ethan E. Beacher
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Costa Beavin-Pappas
Journalism

Kayla R. Benjamin
Communication: Journalism
Political Science
summa cum laude

Kelsey Maura Carolan
Communication: Journalism
Political Science
magna cum laude

Brianna Chen
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
cum laude

Michal Cohen
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Manny Coleman
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Nicole Dubrow
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
magna cum laude

Grace Virginia Engler
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
cum laude

Logan Alexander Flynn
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
cum laude

Gabriela Rita García-Astolfi
Communication Studies

Chloe E. Gavigan
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
magna cum laude

Julia Angela Hook
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Cristina Isidro Martin
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Donya Khosrodad
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Jonathan Krieger
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Dezimey S. Kum
Communication: Journalism

Esteban Miguel Larach Garza
Communication: Film and Media Arts
Business Administration

Emma E. Lawn
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Evan R. Lenneville-Hutchinson
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
magna cum laude
American University Scholar

Chloe K. Li
Communication: Journalism
magna cum laude

Catherine Ann Longino
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
magna cum laude

Marisa Maria Marcos Estrada
Communication: Journalism

Luiza Moreno Ribeiro
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Nollan Maxwell O’Reilly 
Communication: Film and Media Arts

Marissa Parisi
Communication: Journalism
Psychology
Community-Based Research Scholar

Raylene R. Parkinson
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Allesandra Juliette Plourde
Communication: Journalism
cum laude

Aaron Max Raubvogel
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
cum laude
American University Scholar

Shane McCoy Ryden
Communication: Journalism
cum laude
American University Scholar

Athena Maria Sarghos
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Talia Naomi Scharf
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
cum laude

Susanna Elisabeth Schmidt 
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
magna cum laude

Riddhi Kumari Setty
Communication: Journalism
magna cum laude

Chandni Singhvi
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Skylar Amidon Smith
Public Relations & Strategic Communication
summa cum laude
American University Scholar

Sophia Nicole Solano
Communication: Journalism
summa cum laude

Marc B. Steiner
Communication Studies: Media and Society

Liam K. Thurman
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Lucie Xia Waller
Communication: Film and Media Arts
cum laude

Jiaqi Wang
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Aidan James Yektafar
Communication Studies
cum laude
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School of International Service

Degrees Awarded, August 2021

MASTER OF ARTS
Khalifa Mohamed Elsharif Khalifa 
Abdullah
International Development

Elizabeth Denney Albershardt
International Development

Sandra Asieduah
International Development

Alexa S. August
International Affairs

Emily Louise Becker
International Affairs

Kate Cecile Bock
International Relations

Joseph A. Bodnar
International Affairs

Alexander David Borushek
International Affairs

Francesca Katherine Braden
International Affairs

Jordan D. Chase
International Affairs

Sidler A. Davis
International Relations

Jhostyn Dennys Duval
International Relations

Christopher Fisher
International Relations

Loren Alan Fogel
International Affairs

Kiely R. Ford
International Development

Emily J. Foulke
Global Environmental Policy

Mark A. Garcia
International Relations

Gabrielle Maudeva Hansford
International Relations

Alexa M. Harmon
International Affairs

Abigail Brittany Haughton
International Affairs

Anne Huber
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Torre M. Ippolito
International Affairs

Fatu Musu Jambawai
Global Environmental Policy

Travis William Johns
International Relations

Emily Morris Kelly
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Somaieya Khurram
International Affairs

Abigail Elizabeth Klima
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Angela Peggy Kostelyk
International Relations

Varsha Varambally Kumar
International Development

Andrew J. Lawrence
International Affairs

Kimberly A. Leone
International Affairs

Anna P. Loughran
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Twinkle P. Loungani
International Affairs

Alisha R. Lujan
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Taylor MacBain
International Affairs

Jessica Lee McKenney
International Affairs

Tyler Michael Mestan
International Affairs

Jestina Jocelyn Mponda
International Development

Nimra Muhammad
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Jackeline J. Ojeda
International Affairs

Rachel R. Oliver
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Muna Omar
International Affairs

Emily Alice Pandis
International Affairs

Ashlin H. Petrucci
International Affairs

Brian A. Portillo
International Relations

Danielle Emmanoel Prouty
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Roslenn M. Richardson
International Affairs

Natasha Sakura Riegle
International Affairs

Cooper Mackenzie Roberts
International Development

Jennifer Michelle Roche
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Jorge Luis Rodriguez-Larrain
International Relations

Ali Samran
International Relations

Robert Frederick Smith
International Affairs

Trevor Douglas Smith
International Affairs

Camille A. Streeter
International Relations

Caleb James Sturman
International Relations

Josiane Umulisa
International Affairs

Michelle M. Unda
International Development

Kanika Varma
International Development

Natalie M. Vesely
International Affairs

Darren Villalobos
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Kevin W. White
International Relations

Emma K. Wilcher
International Relations

Kinga Wojtas
International Relations

JuanTing Yu
International Relations
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Denisse B. Zambon Regalado
International Relations

Rachel Zubrin
International Development

MASTER OF INTERNATIONAL 
SERVICE
Faten Belghith

Shaunil Nayan Chokshi

Idrissa Salam Conteh

Nathan Lee Pooler

Christopher Michael Roberts

Virna Julia Ruiz Taipe

Juan Sanchez

Sahar Soliman

Carlos Virgilio Urmeneta

Christopher Michael Williams

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY
Andrew Sumner Hagopian
International Relations

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Lisa Marie Roa Clark
Development Management

Molly S. Fellenbaum
Development Management

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
Jiatong Ban
Second Major in Economics

Prajnaa Bangalore Mahaveer Jain
Global Scholar

Isabella Bocardo
summa cum laude

Sophia D. Bojorque

Heidi Carmen Caisachana
Second Major in Economics

Ik Jun Chi

Gabriela Katherine Chipana

Gabrielle Teresa DellaRipa
Second Major in History

Christopher Mark Devine

Kyle A. Dimovitz

Hope Elizabeth D’Ovidio

Zachary Lawrence Forrester

Tianyi Guo
cum laude

Mackenzie Rose Xiaojing Hale

Michael P. James

Michael A. Karlis

William M. Landis

María Camila López Debayle

Courtney J. Marthens
summa cum laude

Michael C. McShane Jr.

Liam J. Szentjobi

Alexis P. Trowbridge

Sophia M. Watters

Ethan Ross Wills

Degree Candidates, December 2021

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Yoonbin Ha
International Relations
Social Reproduction in South Korea: The Role 
of the State in the Fields of Education, Labor, 
and Housing

MASTER OF ARTS
Lesly M. Alvarez
International Relations

Aisha A. Azimi
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Fatima Aida Bamba
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Drew P. Barker
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Ciara Beaulieu
International Affairs

Sarah Naziha Beddawi
International Affairs

Gilmarys Bernal Chacon
International Development

Stacey B. Boateng
International Relations

Rachel M. Boellstorff
International Relations

Heidi J. Bonilla-Ramos
International Relations

Matthew Michael Burke
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Erin C. Caffrey
International Affairs

Jonathan Louis Tobia Carkhuff
International Relations

Adam Chapman
International Relations

Ezihe L. Chikwere
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Megan E. Cooper
International Relations

Asha Dania Coutrier
International Affairs

Katerina Z. Dee
International Affairs

Sydney Jane Delin
International Affairs

Stephen Henry Demarais
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Meagan Desimone
International Affairs

Tyler William Dewey
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Vanessa N. Dunn
International Relations

Maia A. Edmunds
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Ashley Lynn Edwards
International Relations

Ashleigh Olivia Forte
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Abbey Ann Frederick
International Affairs

Kaitlin E. Fusco
International Affairs

Andrew Patrick Giganti
International Relations

Kyle Shawn Green
International Development
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Auliza-mae Guerrero
International Affairs

Jonathan D. Haber
International Affairs

Ryan Ethan Haber
International Affairs

Colby Patrick Harriman
International Affairs

Margaret R. Harty Hill
International Relations

Mary Katherine Hoag
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Lauren Dong Hollingsworth
International Relations

Elizabeth R. Hull
International Relations

Elizabeth Parks Hutcheson
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

David Anthony Johnson
International Affairs

Nadine Juweid
International Affairs

Min Jung Kim
International Affairs

Christopher Kimura
International Affairs

Katie J. Knoch
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Russell Miles Kopley
International Affairs

David Randall Kreft
International Relations

Zachary Ryan Krocek
International Relations

Lorraine Rebecca Kudayah
International Development

Rizki Amalia Laksmiputri
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Amanda Lau
International Affairs

Jocelyn Johanna Lazo
International Relations

Dongmin Lee
International Affairs

Aaron A. Lopez
International Affairs

Stephanie Lytle
International Relations

Elizabeth Asuiyele Mabom 
International Relations

Timothy Xavier Madden
International Relations

Kelsey A. McKenna
International Affairs

Kathleen M. McTigue
International Affairs

Wilson D. Miles
International Affairs

Jennifer Miller
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Laura Nicole Miller
International Affairs Policy and Analysis

Monica A. Miranda
International Development

Gabriela Moore
International Relations

Lucette J. Moran
International Affairs

Rabia Muhammad
International Affairs

Saniah S. Naim
International Development

Bryce Rohan Onnen
International Relations

Amy Jo Petersen
International Relations

Wendy Phillips Piret
International Relations

Nicholas Isaiah Potocki
International Affairs

George Raspall
International Affairs

Jacob M. Redman
International Affairs

Dahlia Jacqueline Miriam 
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Kelse W. Risner
International Relations

Alexis Marie Rossetti
International Affairs

Carrie K. Shah
International Relations

Mike George Shelor
International Relations

Rebekah Siddique
International Relations

Henna Slowe
International Affairs

Colin Solo Smith
International Affairs

Dakota L. Spears
International Relations

Somer Elizabeth Stapleton
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Brian Charles Strohmaier
International Relations

Valentine Carl Stutz
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Karen Jessica Swatson
International Development

Brian D. Sweeney
International Affairs

Aras James Troy
International Relations

Afua Angela Tweneboah
International Relations

Matthew G. Tyris
International Affairs

Valery Lucia Valdez Pinto
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

Tia Walker
Intercultural and International 
Communication

Eric A. Wenz
International Affairs

Julia Rose Gubitosi White
International Peace and Conflict Resolution

Sofia Jeanne White
Ethics, Peace, and Human Rights

John Williams II
International Relations

Selomie Yakob
International Relations

Merna S. Zaki
International Economics

MASTER OF INTERNATIONAL 
SERVICE
Dustin Miller Benedict

Chester T. Carter

Cory Forer

Collin Dalton Kilpatrick

Tabarruk Nabijon

Christian Paxson

Chris Pelitere

Bhavreen Kaur Sandhu

Peter Schrader
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Lisa Ann Schwoob

Mohammad Ishaq Shiwani

Andrew J. Sullivan

Michael Parke Wolchko

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY
James Dylan Bryan
International Relations

Ian Jeffrey Reynolds
International Relations

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Fatoumata Magassa
Development Management

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
Aryn T. Adkins

Lauren Melisa Akgerman
cum laude

Brooktawit Alemayehu
summa cum laude

Blake Ammerlaan
cum laude
Global Scholar

Alexander J. Anderson

Joshua Sessler Anthony
American University Scholar

Kalissa I. Azooz
magna cum laude

Isabella Diane Baker
magna cum laude

Katherine B. Baker
magna cum laude

Eleanor Treacy Bauerschmidt

Erin R. Bordman
magna cum laude

Aubrey I. Byrum
Second Major in Economics
American University Scholar

Michael G. Carbone II

Casey Clarke Chambers

Cooper Russell Cheetham

Ho Yeung Ocean Cheng
cum laude

Jason Tyler Churchfield

Xandra A. Coleman
summa cum laude
Global Scholar

Sophia Marie Corbisiero

Joseph P. Daab

Bradley J. Darin

Mary Lee Donnellan

Charlotte A. DuBois

Ryan D. Ellis

Jaysen Ashcraft Ensor
magna cum laude

Randi Taylor Epstein
cum laude
American University Scholar

Ingrid Rodrigues Fontes
Second Major in Political Science

Michael Santino Giachetti
magna cum laude

Jordan W. Glider
cum laude

Rachel Marie Griffin

MacClement Scott Guthrie
magna cum laude
American University Scholar

Tatum Haberman 

Mursal Habibzai
Second Major in Communication:  
Film and Media Arts

Michael C. Hariman
Second Major in Economics
cum laude

Kyle H. Hayes

Silvia Hernandez Benito
cum laude
American University Scholar

Tiffany V. Hidalgo

Carly A. Holencik
summa cum laude

Zachary Joseph Houdek

Svetlana Houle

Bernadette Lourdes Itzkow
cum laude

Bridgid Kennelly
cum laude
Global Scholar

Ziyi Lai
cum laude

Aislinn Redden Lee
summa cum laude 

Ana Lipton

Samantha A. Lord

Grace Eppa Magness
Second Major in Economics
summa cum laude

Kendall Nicole Malinchock

John Salvi McAndrew
magna cum laude

Kathleen Anne McCall
magna cum laude
American University Scholar

Ben J. McCormick

Nicholas A. McElwee-Adame

Christopher Elliott Medlin

Stephanie Marie Mejia
cum laude

Vaishnavi A. Menon
summa cum laude
Global Scholar

Noor I. Merchant

Mathias A. Migliorini-Marchesi

Taeja M. Milton

Alexia Estefanía Morán

Daniel A. Moreno
magna cum laude

Lauren Morrison
cum laude

Rudairo C. Mudede

Zarah Naqib
cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Nicholas A. Navidi 

Caitlin D. Neels

Zarina D. Neff

Izabella Vieira Nunes 

Christian Oghosa Omoruyi
cum laude
Global Scholar

Madison Paige Otalora

Anastasia Papadimitriou
cum laude

Erin Belen Elizabeth Moore Patton

Renaldie Anne Paul
summa cum laude
American University Scholar

Johnson V. Pham

Reese C. Phillips

Justin Thomas Poulin
cum laude

Julianna Puett
cum laude

Mirielle Naomie Pyram

Hayley Quinn
magna cum laude
American University Scholar
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Duran Reza Ramirez

Shahrzad R. Rasekh
cum laude

Kelvin Terrell Riddick

Joan Alexandra Rioux
cum laude

Andrew Michael Ross
magna cum laude

Lyla Saxena
summa cum laude

Paige A. Sciallis

Gabriella Pono Sembenini-Tato
cum laude

Rohit Shankar Ram

Genevieve J. Sipes
magna cum laude

Csilla M. Smith

Lucy Sobol
cum laude

Mason Stabile
summa cum laude 

Claudia Steiner
magna cum laude
American University Scholar

Claudia Renate-Rose Stephens
summa cum laude
American University Scholar

Shannon L. Stillwell

Makayla J. Thompson

Benjamin Z. Thorner

Liam Thomas Tormey

Wallis Caroline Turley
magna cum laude

Alexandra Ventura Quiroz
cum laude
Global Scholar

Elizabeth Volynsky-Lauzon
magna cum laude
Global Scholar

Elizabeth Demei Wade
cum laude

Tong Xu

Eden Campbell Yanaitis
cum laude
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School of Public Affairs

Degrees Awarded, August 2021

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Katherine M. Dunn
Justice, Law and Criminology
Are Defendant Characteristics Tipping the
Scales of Justice in Cases Involving Plea Deals? 
A Multilevel Analysis

Ene Ikpebe
Public Administration
Essays on Women’s Development: Minimum 
Marriageable Age Policy, Early Marriage,  
and Female Education in Nigeria

William Case Jorgeson
Political Science
Disgust as a Discrete Emotion: Causes and
Consequences for Political Behavior

Minjung Kim
Public Administration
Perceived “Price” of Giving’s Relationship
with Charitable Giving and Its Association 
with Reputational Effectiveness and 
Trustworthiness

Aeric Allen Helsel Koerner
Public Administration
Managing for the Health of It: Turbulence and 
Organizational Performance in the American 
Public Healthcare System

Fei Wang Roberts
Public Administration
Discretion Across Public and Private Sectors 
and Its Impact on Organizational Performance: 
Evidence From K-12 Education

Wallis Greenamyre Romzek
Public Administration
Data, Data Everywhere . . . How Can Cities 
Use It? Drawing Descriptive and Predictive 
Insights from New and Existing Big Data

Barbara Soares Lima dos Santos 
Political Science
Group Competition and Climate Policy 
Outcomes: Climate Activists, Fossil Fuel Lobby, 
and Government Preferences

Rui Wang
Public Administration
Essays on Public Employee Behavior

MASTER OF ARTS
Eden Iscil
Political Science

Jacob R. Sobel
Political Science

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION
Lisa T. Antoine

Joelle Hope Appenrodt

Amelia A. Bell

Malisha Toniell Cooper-Suggs

Amelia Joy Faulkner

Kelsey A. Nauta

Hongchan Tang

Laurel Virginia Wolf

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION  
AND POLICY 
Jacob M. Agus-Kleinman

Cheyanne N. Aldrich

Anderson Arnold-Murray

Carol Ruth Heil Barsotti

Angela Botticella

Madeline Elizabeth Brown

Danielle Durkin McKeever

Angela M. Gutierrez

Christopher James Heck

Tara M. Hyde

Kristof Kertesz

Troy Michael Kieser

Laura Mallory Lane

Jennifer Rebecca Lloyd

Janilyn Kay Murtha

Amy Johanna Neal

Caitlin Paige Nichols

Ross Olchyk

Lincoln Op’t Hof 

Lauren Nicole Phelps

Katherine A. Pomplun

Penina J. Rosenberg

Reneisha N. Rudder

Jessica L. Shultz

Jamie Stoik

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
POLICY 
Shantell Marche House

Eventiany Ivonita Lamataro

Colleen Mattingly

Meredith Anne McCarthy

Stefanie Linnea Neuber

David Joseph Tycz Jr.

Elizabeth J. Waibel

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Chelsea N. Bomher
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Nathan Tyler Bowman
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Samantha Combs-Schaefer
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Brenda M. Cuellar
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Jenna deCastro
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Michael Reginald Fitch II
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Ryan J. Harry
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Jacob W. Henkels
Data Science

Mara J. Kiernan
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Ryan Patrick Milley
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Samantha Cardin Roberts
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security
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David Allen Saff
Data Science

Erin Schulte
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Jenny C. Sharma
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Ashlyn C. Tripp
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Lucas Ernesto Valentin
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Dana Kimberly Woller
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Emmanuel C. Boardman
Interdisciplinary Studies: Communication, 
Legal Institutions, Economics, and 
Government

Andrew Dominic Borbely
Political Science
Business Administration

Nicola C. Crocenzi
Law and Society

Taylor Diane Daniels
Justice and Law

Mary V. FitzGibbons
Political Science

Antara Garg
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude

Alex Joseph Lunine
Political Science
Environmental Studies

Melody Mansourkia
Justice and Law

Sarah Rachel Perez
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
American University Scholar

Flor de Maria Rizo
Political Science

Wayne Anthony Rodriquez
Political Science
Public Relations & Strategic Communication

Nathan I. Vallejo
Political Science

Victoria Grace Vena
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Noah Michael Whitehead
Political Science

Benjamin Andres Zavaleta
Political Science

Degree Candidates, December 2021

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Carley A. Weted
Public Administration
The Black Box Between Climate Change  
and Climate Change Policy

Gabe E. Whitbread
Justice, Law, and Criminology
Justifying Punishment in Liberal Theory: Moral 
Accountability in Locke, Bentham, and Kant

MASTER OF ARTS
Alexa Gabrielle Barnes
Political Science

Madeline Ward Buschang
Political Communication

Sahiba Kaur
Political Science

Ryan K. Marsan
Political Science

Tyler John Martin
Political Science

Elisabeth Ketterman St. Onge
Political Science

Ze Zhou
Political Science

MASTER OF  
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Angela Marie Acampora

Anu R. Bakshi

Faith M. Boehm

Tracey Togodne Boulandi

Maria Victoria Castillo

Karen Gabriella Caycho Molero

Maria Imelda Nona Coriyanti

Derek Gainsboro

Eryn Greaney

Angela M. Grieco

Alex R. Harrington

Kelly Irene McCone

Taylor Marie Moore

Powei Princely Mumboh

Gabriella Aja Siegfried

Peyton Elizabeth Smith

Jessica J. Spielman

Emily C. Stets

Marta Tewolde

Yue Yang

Yu Zhang

MASTER OF  
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION  
AND POLICY
David Matthew Bollweg

Evelyn Ann Bromberg

Jessica Dobrinsky

Yasmine Montasser Haddad

York Keith Haverkamp

Lorraine J. Hopkins

Nathan Stanley Kolker

Samantha E. Miller

Heather A. Millett

Tayanna Teel Osorio

Takumi B. Rader

Kirk H. Ross

Aaron R. Turner

Erin L. Willis

MASTER OF PUBLIC POLICY
Marcel A. Akhame

Mashael Esame A. Alattas

Casey Alexander Conroy

Breanna F. Hill

Christopher Olúṣèyí Adseérèmí Kọyà
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Christopher J. Leacock

Haoyu Ma

Ansgarius Richard Manek

Allison E. McCollum

Veronica I. Morales

Olivia Randi

Richard A. Sill III

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Anthony Bailey Jr.
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Travis William Bayne
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Aimee Breaux
Justice, Law and Criminology

Shelly L. Du
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

C’Asha  Tonee Faltz
Data Science

Jordan Matthew Friedman
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Marcos E. Garcia
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Sarah Elisabeth Giles
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Ariel Elizabeth Rose Harris
Justice, Law and Criminology

Gabriella Anne Hart
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Keenan Dominic Iuliano
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Gerald Jeandron
Justice, Law and Criminology

Samantha N. Juarez
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Kelly Anne Kenny
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Morgan R. Lueck
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security

Claire Elizabeth Nelson
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Caitlyn M. O’Neil 
Justice, Law and Criminology

Daniele Debroah Richards
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Kasey Renee Ridings
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Alyssa M. Schulenberg
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Sean Michael Schuster
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Roxanne Brook Vigil
Terrorism and Homeland Security Policy

Alif Iskandar Zabidi Bin Azmil
Data Science

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
ORGANIZATION DEVELOPMENT
Micah S. Anderson

Jacob A. Beasley

Charise Beckett

Anjan Chaudhry

David Alexander Chevalier

Charley A. Fogel

Golara Haghtalab

Amber Lynn Lingenfelter

Briana Renée Luster

Griffin Y. Moore

Mary R. Quandt

David Barrett Ridgway

Ingrid H. Rosales Zavala

K. Morgan White

Tiffany Kania Williams

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Humaid Rashed Humaid Saeed Al Mheiri
Political Science

Jesslyn Jasmine Alvares Lopez
Justice and Law

Jamie Alaina Andrews
Legal Studies

Iman Arande
Justice and Law

Jake S. Attias
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
summa cum laude

William C. Bigham
Political Science
cum laude

Rhianna Rose Bliss
Political Science

Zachary Robert Bontempo
Political Science

Evan Hart Bowman
Political Science
cum laude

Eli Louis Brand
Political Science
American Studies

Lucas Kenneth Browne
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude

Parker P. Butler
Political Science

Warda A. Butt
Justice and Law
magna cum laude

Ngakiya Camara
Political Science
magna cum laude

Gregory Anthony Comito II
Political Science

Jake Denton
Political Science
magna cum laude

John Dodge
Law and Society

Trevor Scot Esper
Justice and Law

Coura Fall
Political Science

Josselyn Handel Fano
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Sean-Matthew Roberto Flores
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude

Olivia Elizabeth Ford
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Sophie O. Frantz
Political Science
cum laude

William Wallace Giannakouros
Political Science
cum laude

Samuel I. Greenberg
Political Science
magna cum laude
American University Scholar

Lily Sonja Hart
Political Science
magna cum laude

Cannon Kuhlmann Haworth
Justice and Law

Evan M. Heath
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude
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Abigail E. Hoover
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
summa cum laude
American University Scholar

Clara Victoria Hunter
Justice and Law

Claire Elise Jocelyn Ivers
Justice and Law

Ceylan A. Jones
Law and Society

Nicholas P. Kelley
Political Science

Julia Ann Kennedy
Justice and Law
cum laude

Joan Yeju Kim
Justice and Law

Riya Kohli
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
American University Scholar

Ritabella Krapf
Political Science
cum laude

Mackenzie Faith Krebs
Justice and Law
cum laude

Nattanai Kuprasert
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude

John L. Lenox
Political Science

Arden Danielle Lesoravage
Justice and Law
magna cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Cassandra A. Leussing
Political Science
magna cum laude

Jacob Pierce Lewis
Political Science
magna cum laude

Trevor A. Luciani
Political Science

Andrew Jacob McCoy
Justice and Law
summa cum laude

Rachel McGahan
Justice and Law
Community-Based Research Scholar

Ethan G. McInerney
Political Science

Caroline McKeon
Legal Studies

Alexis Elizabeth McMenamin
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Meghan R. Mertyris
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude
Community-Based Research Scholar

Emily Joan Minty
Justice and Law

Samuel Chamberlin Morris
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Neha Myl
Political Science
magna cum laude

Tobey Noble
Political Science
cum laude

Zoe G. H. Parsons
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Graham Payne-Reichert
Justice and Law
magna cum laude
American University Scholar

Lewis Dylan Polay
Political Science
History

Sophie Ruth Rapley
Political Science
magna cum laude
American University Scholar

Rafael Shaun Rodriguez
Law and Society

Eleanor B. Ross
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
Legal Studies

Kathryn Ng Ross
Political Science
History
cum laude

Aidan C. Rossman
Political Science
summa cum laude
School of Public Affairs Honors

Adit Roy
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
summa cum laude

Mia Luisa Rubio
Political Science
cum laude

Hannah Sachtleben
Justice and Law
summa cum laude

Joseph Reza Saghafi
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Samuel C. Schroeder
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Chloe Elizabeth Schubert
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude
Politics, Policy, and Law Scholar

Emma Joy Semaan
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
summa cum laude
Politics, Policy, and Law Scholar

Jasmine Sarah Singh
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
Environmental Studies
magna cum laude
American University Scholar

James A. Speaks
Political Science

Blake R. Steinmetz
Political Science
Environmental Studies

Jessica R. Stern
Political Science
cum laude

William C. Stevenson III
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics and Government
Political Science
summa cum laude

Julia C. Susany
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude

Marlon Stuart Teo-Diaz
Justice and Law

Tori Lynn Tindall
Political Science

Michael R. Tracy
Political Science
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Campbell P. Urrutia
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government

Miles X. Vando
Political Science

Sophia Rose Vener
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude

Imani Kiah Vice
Political Science
cum laude

Jillian Joell Vitale
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
magna cum laude

Hoang Viet Vu
Political Science

Rebecca Erin Wahlenmayer
Political Science
magna cum laude

Daniel A. Ward
Political Science
cum laude

Taylor William Weeks
Political Science

Reed Henry Weiler
Interdisciplinary Studies:  
Communication, Legal Institutions, 
Economics, and Government
cum laude

Nathan S. White
Political Science
cum laude

Zachary J. Whitney
Justice and Law

Cedar James Williams
Political Science

Brett Davis Wolk
Political Science
magna cum laude

Alison J. Zuliani
Political Science
magna cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Keelin Grace Ferris
Data Sciences for Justice, Law  
and Criminology
Political Science
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Washington College of Law

Degrees Awarded, August 2021

DOCTOR OF 
JURIDICAL SCIENCE
Abdalrahman Saud Abdalaziz Alangari

Katayoon Beshkardana

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
AND TECHNOLOGY
Yusuf Nusret Barutcu

Stephanie Fonseca-Romero

Lauren Marie Ingram

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL  
HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
HUMANITARIAN LAW
Felipe Aravena

Christian Felipe Berndt

Mario Fernando Candia

Rosa I. Diendomi Álvarez

Raúl Gómez García 

Walters Ngoweh Itie

Mercy Leticia López Martínez

Luise Ordziniak

Leonardo Peralta Segura

Carla Andrea Pierini

Santiago José Vázquez Camacho

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL 
LEGAL STUDIES
Lizanne Michelle Aching

Murat Erdem

JURIS DOCTOR
John Joseph Foley

Miles D. Franklin

David M. Manthos

Anita Devraj Paka

Andres Quiroga Roldan

Degrees Awarded, September 2021

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES
Monica A. Agyemang

Jashaun Allen

Alexa Raquel Baker-Braham

Rachel L. Boyer

Jevette Danae Brown

Janaeya Carmouche Williams

Caitlyn Nicole Dunning

Raven Leigh Edge

Maëlle Marilyn Klenam Farah

Chantal J. Fulgencio

Nathaniel Lee Holley II

Brenna Lemon

Kadera Lyburn

Liz A. McIlvaine

Matthew Rigler

Thelma Sabi

Robert E. Scott

Shayla Smith

Jill Renee Talley

Sidi M. Traore

Jennifer Alexis Zambout



merican niversity  •  Washington College of Law  45

Degree Candidates, December 2021 

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN GENDER, INTERNATIONAL 
AND COMPARATIVE LAW
Georgiana Grozescu

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL 
ARBITRATION AND  
BUSINESS LAW
Juan Felipe Patino Fajardo

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
AND TRADE LAW
Ashley Jessica Bodden

Ronny Tejada Collado

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
HUMANITARIAN LAW
Ivan Perez Cruz

Luis Fernandez Tovar

Kafumu M. Kalyalya

Mario Quiroz Martinez

Angela Margarita Rey Anaya

Cruz Sanchez de Lara Sorzano

Roberta Mae Ward

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
AND TECHNOLOGY
Awilda I. Moné

Erica Nkrumah

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL LEGAL 
STUDIES
Alalyaa Abdulaziz Alhowity

Eleonora Amichetti

Chloe Baldwin

Adela Balima

Solomon Ezike

Alyssa Jean Feliciano

Chiara Giustiniani

Diego Alberto Jaen Small

Marlon M. Meza

Gina L. Noval Acevedo

Ira Papagjika

Hala Fuad Shaikh

MASTER OF LAWS IN  
LAW AND GOVERNMENT
Shadi Jahan Bin

Shiven Shirish

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES
Melissa Gayle Alexander 

Erin Atak

Tara L. Bateman 

Kevin A. Berling

Natalia Blades-Kinard

Sophie E. Blanchard

Kenneth Ashton Bryant III

Jazmin E. DeLilly

Sequoyah M. Douglas

Katherine E. Edgerton

Anny Francisca Espinal

Lyndsi M. Felder

Emilia Ann Fittipaldi

Makeze Javid

Madison A. Lee

Dominique M. Minor

Lauren Piersall

Angelique Xiubin Poragratti

Na’im Ibn Abdul Malik Pretlow

Karalynn N. Reynolds

Lara Elizabeth Slattery

Barbara J. E. St. Louis

Jefrey Shea Steiner

Brianna M. Torres

Robinson C. Valverde

Reed Elizabeth Walter

Afomia A. Wendemagegn

Abigail Boaduwa Yirrah

Wesley P. Zimmerman

JURIS DOCTOR
Samir Aougab

Lindsey Dawn Barrington

María Elena Brito

Trishala Dessai

Erin Lynnette Howard

Soumyo Lahiri-Gupta

Anastasia Moesta

Julio A. Sanchez

Cameron E. Smith

Stephen M. Smith

Blake Turley

Cynthia Tyaba

Monica Bailey Ward
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CAMPUS MAP

AU shuttle stop for Tenleytown Metro  
(Red Line)

Shuttle stop closed

Accessible pick-up

Guest parking with commencement pass  
(SIS and Katzen Arts Center garages)

Taxi and ride-sharing stop

Route to accessible pick-up location

Bender Arena tunnel closed to traffic

Parking for faculty, staff, and individuals 
with disability plate or placard  
(Sports Center garage)

P

P

P
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American University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, personal appearance, 

sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family responsibilities, political affiliation, disability, source of income, place of residence or 

business, veteran status, or any other bases under federal or local laws in its programs and activities, including employment and admission. The 

university also expressly prohibits any form of sexual misconduct, including sexual harassment, dating and domestic violence, sexual assault, 

sexual exploitation, and stalking. For information, contact the assistant vice president and Title IX coordinator (equityoffice@american.edu, 

202-885-8080) at American University, 4400 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20016. UP22-125

 

In addition, a copy of the University’s Discrimination and Sexual Harassment Policy is available here.  

https://www.american.edu/policies/upload/discrimination-and-sexual-harassment-policy.pdf.

For information regarding the accreditation and licensing of American University, please visit american.edu/academics.
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