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 Minutes 

Faculty Senate Meeting 

 The complete Recording for this meeting can be            February 5, 2020 

found at: 

https://myau.american.edu/groups/Committee/fs/Shared%20Documents/Forms/

AllItems.aspx 

 

 

Present: Professors: Karen Baehler, John Heywood, Elizabeth Worden Randall Blair, Stefano 

Costanzi, Max Friedman, Jolynn Gardner, Maria Gomez, Robert Hauswald, Olivia Ivey, Peter 

Kuznick, Benjamin Leff, Emily Lindsay, Stacey Marien, Garret Martin, Lillian Baeza-Mendoza, 

Danielle Mysliwiec, Hannah Park, Andrea Pearson, Zehra Peynircioglu, Jennifer Poole, Rick 

Semiatin, April Shelford, Jason Snyder, Jordan Tama. Brian Yates, Provost Dan Myers, DOF 

Mary L. Clark. 

 

Professor Baehler called the meeting to order at 2:32pm 

 

Chair’s Report – Karen Baehler  

 

Professor Baehler presented in her report the following: 

 

• Discussion of the December minutes. The Senate VOTED 22-0-0 in favor. 

 

• A call for nominations of the Vice-Chair for 2020-2021 to serve for a three-year term. 

 

• A new resolution has been put in place by the AU Core Council and the AU Abroad 

Advisory Council to ensure that students are able to take Habits of Mind credits while 

studying abroad. 

 

Provost’s Report – Dan Myers 

 

Provost Myers reported on the following: 

 

• A new Vice-Provost and Chief Online Officer will be announced this week. The 

candidate will start March 2. The other 3 searches, Dean of Graduate Studies, Dean of 

Research and Dean of SOC, are underway at various stages with the goal being to have 

all remaining positions filled by July 1. 

 

• The 8 undergraduate and 2 graduate students studying abroad in China have been 

evacuated safely and are continuing their studies on campus. Contingency plans are being 

put in place. The university is keeping close oversight of the Coronavirus threat. 

 

• Enrollments for the graduate spring face to face courses are ahead of budget. Overall the 

spring semester numbers are ahead of schedule. Applications for the fall undergraduate 
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class have been outstanding. The university has received over twenty thousand 

applications.  

  

• The selection process of university centers is ongoing. Proposals are due March 2 and 

decisions should be made by the end of the academic year allowing for the selected 

centers to be up and running by the end of the calendar year.  

 

• Discussions on the “propensity to enroll model” have caused some confusion. Interim 

Graduate Studies Dean Wendy Boland and her team will be holding a townhall for 

program directors and anyone interested in coming to ask questions and have discussions 

about the process. 

 

• The Provost’s office will be sponsoring a distinguished lecture series to gather faculty 

together to learn about what other colleagues are doing across campus. There will be one 

lecture each semester, one on research and one on teaching with a reception to follow. 

The first lecture will be announced soon. 

 

Professor Baehler acknowledged from the audience the new University Registrar Juanita 

Womack and Professor Sarah Menke-Fish who will be replacing Professor John Douglass on the 

Committee on Academic Budget and Benefits for the spring while he is on leave.  

 

Campus Plan Presentation – Ed Fisher 

 

Assistant Vice President for Community & Government Relations gave an overview of the new 

campus plan which will be in place by 2022. Emphasis was placed on current building 

renovations and future housing. 

 

New Senate Standing Committee on Scholarship Proposed Bylaws – Karen Baehler 

 

Professor Baehler opened the floor for the discussion on the proposed draft of the bylaws for the 

Committee on Scholarship (COS). The senators approved two friendly amendments to the 

proposed language and VOTED 24-1-0 in favor. 

 

SET Pilot Questions – Elizabeth Worden, Karen Froslid Jones, David Kaib and Benjamin 

England 

 

Professor Worden began the discussion with an overview of the adoption and pilot of the revised 

SET questions.  

 

Assistant Vice Provost Karen Froslid-Jones from the Office of Institutional Research and 

Assessment introduced her team, Assistant Director David Kaib and Staff member Benjamin 

England as members who have been working as a group reviewing the SET pilot. She 

highlighted the changes to the current questions being used. A robust discussion followed 

specifically on the first new question, which asks about the academic rigor of the course, but due 

to the allocated time running out for this discussion, the topic was tabled until the March 



Faculty Senate • February 5, 2020 Minutes                                                             Page 3 of 3 

 

 

meeting. VP Froslid-Jones invited senators to send any comments or suggestions to the Office of 

Institutional Research.  

 

Honors Advisory Committee Proposal – Patrick Jackson 

 

Professor and Chair of the Honors Advisory Committee Patrick Jackson gave a condensed recap 

of the New Honors program as requested at the December meeting. The senators had a vibrant 

discussion about the equity of having a limited number of students enrolled in the program. 

Senators also discussed how the revised program might help retain high performing students. 

Many felt it was a great improvement over the existing program. The Senate VOTED 20-5-0 in 

favor of the following resolution: 

 
The Faculty Senate endorses the revisions to the AU Honors Program developed and ratified unanimously by the 
Senate Honors Advisory Committee (HAC) in 2019 following a self-study and external review. The Senate supports 
implementation of the revised and restructured program subject to input from the curriculum review process, including 
any forthcoming recommendations from the Senate's Undergraduate Curriculum Committee. 
 
Ombuds Proposal – Stacey Marien and Lauren Weis 
 
Associate Librarian Marien and Professor Weis stated that the Ombuds proposal is being brought 
back to the Faculty Senate for consideration by the current administration. The proposal was 
supported by the Faculty Senate in March of 2016 but was not supported by the past administration. 
Current conversations amongst faculty still support the need for an Ombuds position. The Senate 
VOTED 25-0-0 in favor of requesting consideration of this new position from the current 
administration in the upcoming budget cycle.  
 
For the Good of the Order – Karen Baehler 
 
Professor Baehler stated that the CFA/DOF Open meeting will be held on February 12, 2020 and 
encouraged all faculty with files for action to attend the meeting. The meeting will be held in Butler 
Board Room from noon to 1pm. 
 
The meeting was dismissed at 5:03pm 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


