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Present: Professors: John Heywood, Garret Martin, Karen Baehler, , Randall Blair, Mike Cabot, 
Todd Eisenstadt, David Haaga, Robert Hauswald, Olivia Ivey, Kelly Joiner, Benjamin Leff, Stacey 
Marien, Tom Merrill, Lillian Baeza-Mendoza, Mirjana Morosini, Hannah Park, Carolyn Parker, Britta 
Peterson, Jennifer Poole, Rick Semiatin, Richard Sha, Cathy Schaeff, April Shelford, Jason Snyder, 
Jennifer Steele, Laurie Stepanek, Brian Yates, Acting Provost Peter Starr, Interim Dean of Faculty 
Monica Jackson 
 
Chair Heywood opened the meeting at 1pm.  
 
Freshman Forgiveness Policy Changes – Jessica Waters & Justin Keilholtz 

VP Waters and Academic Advisor Justin Keilholtz stated that the proposed changes would include 
moving away from the gendered language of  ‘freshman’, changes recognizing the fact that students 
do not only face struggles in their first year, so these revisions would offer them greater flexibility, 
and that this amended policy would be more inclusive since it would also be open to transfer 
students. Finally, in comparison to existing policies in other institutions in the broader Washington 
region, the current AU policy is significantly more restrictive.  

VP Waters added that, as part of this proposed policy, all grades would remain on the student’s 

official transcript, but only the second grade would count toward the student’s GPA. All academic 

units would still have flexibility when designating that some courses, such as Capstones, are not 

eligible for this amended policy. The academic units would just need to clearly indicate that courses 

are ineligible in the Eagle Service Course Catalog. 

VP Waters noted that they were trying to find a suitable alternative name for the ‘Freshman 

Forgiveness’ policy and had initially settled on ‘Course Grade Replacement’. The Faculty Senate 

proposed a friendly amendment to change the name of ‘Freshman Forgiveness’ policy to ‘Course 

Repetition and Grade Replacement’ policy. The Faculty Senate approved the friendly amendment, 

and the wider changes proposed. The Senate VOTED 23-0-1. 

The Name and Gender Policy – John Heywood 

Professor Heywood opened the floor for a discussion but not a vote on the draft of the ‘Name and 

Gender Identity Policy’. While generally supportive of the proposed policy, Senators raised a few 

concerns and questions about specific aspects of the policy, such as how the University will 

determine what names can be deemed ‘obscene’ or ‘not representative’ of the individual.  

 



For the Good of the Order – John Heywood 

Professor Heywood confirmed that the Title IX changes in the Faculty Manual had been approved 

by the Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 pm. 

 

 


