
 
About AU’s Community-Based Research Scholars (CBRS) program: 
 

The purpose of the CBRS program is to emphasize responsible and meaningful service 
learning through community-based research opportunities. The Scholars learn how to 
conduct research to inform community solutions for pressing social problems.  

CBR Scholars are trained in research methods, research ethics, and issues relevant to the 
participating organization’s area of focus. The program focuses primarily on issues that 
affect low-income residents of the District of Columbia region. 
 

What is Community-Based Research? 

Community-Based Research (CBR) is a partnership of students, faculty and community 
members who collaboratively engage in research to inform solutions for a pressing 
community problem, identify avenues to effect social change or evaluate program 
impact. 

The research project is community-informed, collaborative and action-oriented.  The 
philosophy underpinning this approach is that the community members are the experts 
and solutions to a social issue should be informed by the persons affected by the issue.  
 

How Can My Organization Get Involved? 

 Community Service Site: All CBR Scholars volunteer with local non-profits during the 
first year of the program for the entire academic year. 

 Fall Research Design Site: Share your research ideas with a small group of CBR 
Scholars who will then design a research project based on one of your ideas. This is a 
great first step if you are considering becoming a Spring Research Partner or a CBR 
Capstone Site. 

 Spring Research Partner: Apply to become a spring research partner through a 
competitive request for proposals process. Applications are due on August 1 annually. 
The spring research partner works with the Director of the program to coordinate a 
substantive research project with 20 – 30 students who collect and analyze data based 
on the non-profit’s research needs. Spring research partners tend to have already been 
involved with CBRS as a community service site or fall research design site. 

 CBR Capstone Site: Students who participate in AU’s undergraduate certificate 
program for community-based research are required to do an independent study 
research project in collaboration with a local non-profit. 

For More Information: 

Contact Dr. Jane E. Palmer, Director, Community-Based Research Scholars program, American 
University, School of Public Affairs, 202-885-3118 or jpalmer@american.edu. 

Visit http://www.american.edu/learning-communities/cbrs/  
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