Page 1 of 3
ANNOUNCEMENT TO STUDENTS
New Academic Regulations Effective Fall Semester 2012
The Office of Undergraduate Studies is pleased to present the new Academic Regulations for
American University. These new regulations are much shorter and retain the policies that are
significant to achieving a strong academic environment and strengthening the undergraduate student
experience. The community-wide, inclusive process established by the university’s strategic plan
created the framework for revising the Academic Regulations. There was student involvement
throughout this process, which is now complete.
This announcement includes the highlights of changes to the Academic Regulations, with special
provisions for continuing students. A complete copy of the regulations is posted on the Office of
Undergraduate Studies web site, http://www.american.edu/provost/undergrad/undergrad-rulesand-regulations-toc.cfm. Within the next few weeks, we will announce dates for town halls for
students who have questions about the regulations. What follows is a listing of the major changes
and the grandfather provisions for continuing students.
Highlights of Changes to Undergraduate Academic Regulations
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Decimal equivalent of letter grades will be to the hundredths place – previous GPAs will not
be adjusted.
Starting fall semester 2012, all students will be restricted to one P/F per semester for up to
four elective courses (continuing students’ previous P/F courses will not count toward this
total).
Students on probation may not receive incompletes in courses taken during a semester they
are on probation.
Students may not be penalized for excused absences but are required to make-up all work
missed as a result of the excused absence. (Note: Faculty will be encouraged to contact nonattending students.)
Freshman Forgiveness may apply to only two courses and students may request such
forgiveness if their grades are a C- or lower. The lower grade does not count toward the
cumulative GPA.
Repetition of courses:
o Students may repeat a course up to three times for a better grade. The lower grades
count in the cumulative GPA in repetition of courses.
o Students may apply the policy of repetition of courses to a total of five courses,
including the courses they use for freshman forgiveness.
Students can petition for an academic Medical Temporary Leave, Medical Permit to Study,
or a Reduction of Course Load due to Medical Reasons (Students do not provide faculty, advisors,
or other staff their personal medical documentation. All such documentation must be submitted to Office of
the Dean of Students. The Office of the Dean of Students will provide verification of the documentation to
the academic unit).
Registration stops will be placed on all students who have not met the College Writing, and
University Math requirement in the allotted time (must be cleared by advisor to register).
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•
•
•
•
•
•

There are now well-defined criteria for maximum credit and workload hours associated with
Internships.
Add/Drops must be within 10 business days of the start of the semester.
Students can change their grade type (A-F vs. P/F) through the eighth week of the semester.
Continuing students will have the same flexibility available to the new students for meeting
the General Education requirements.
Raised minimum standard for Dean’s List of 3.67 (from 3.5)
Grandfather policies for number of Pass/Fail courses, repetition of courses, and Latin
Honors (see below).

Grandfather Policies for Undergraduate Academic Regulations
AY 2012-2013
I.

All curriculum (course) requirements (excluding General Education requirements which
will follow the new system for all students) pertaining to the meeting the graduation
requirements for students’ academic programs will be based on the student’s Catalog
Year of admission (or readmission).

II.

All other new regulations will apply to all new and continuing students except for the
following which will have a grandfather provision for continuing students
a. Number of courses taken Pass/Fail (see item III)
b. Policy on repeating courses (see item IV)
c. Policy on Latin Honors (see item V)

III.

Number of Pass/Fail Courses: Starting fall 2012 semester, continuing students will be
able to take up to 4 more elective courses (that are designated as A – F or Pass/Fail)
with the option of Pass/Fail following the guidelines in the new regulations. Note: the
count for number of Pass/Fail courses does not include courses that are designated only as
Pass/Fail courses.

IV.

Repetition of Courses: Continuing students (AY 2011-2012 Catalog Year and Earlier)
will not count repeated courses taken before AY 2012-2013; but the new limits on
repeating courses will be applied to all courses taken AY 2012-2013 and later.

V.

Grandfather Policy for Latin Honors for continuing students as of AY 2012-2013
A. Definition: Qualified students under the Latin Honors Grandfather policy are all
students who are active status, continuing students as of the beginning of fall
semester 2012.
B. Duration of Policy: The period for the Latin Honors Grandfather policy is from
August 24, 2012 until August 22, 2014.
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C. Application of Policy:
1. If a qualified student has not finished all course work for graduation by the end
of the Latin Honors Grandfather period, he or she will be eligible for Latin
Honors only under the new policy.
2. During the Latin Honors Grandfather period, all qualified students who, for
every semester from fall 2012 semester to graduation, make a semester GPA of
3.67 and have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or above will receive the appropriate
Latin Honors according to the former policy.
3. If a qualified student does not make a 3.67 in any given regular semester during
the Latin Honors Grandfather period and his or her GPA is below 3.67, then
that student will not receive Latin Honors.
4. If a qualified student does not make a 3.67 in any given regular semester during
the Latin Honors Grandfather period and his or her GPA is above 3.67, that
student will receive Latin Honors under the new policy.
Latin Honor
Cum Laude
Magna Cum Laude
Summa Cum Laude

Former Policy
3.50 – 3.69
3.70 – 3.89
3.90 or higher

New Policy AY 2012-2013
3.67 – 3.80
3.81 – 3.9
3.91 or higher

