Spring 2014 Courses

"Mona Lisa of the Galilee," Sepphoris, Israel

Jewish Studies:
JWST-210.001, FA2: Voices of Modern Jewish Literature (3)
T/TH
6:45PM – 8:00PM
Jerome Copulsky, Assistant Professor, Jewish Studies Program

Explores a variety of literary works analyzing the historical experience of modern Jewish
communities in Europe, as well as the United States and Israel, emphasizing how migration, racism,
industrialization, and political change affected these Jews and their Judaism.

History:
HIST-418.001: Nazi Germany (3)

M/TH 2:35PM – 3:50PM
Richard Breitman, Professor, Department of History

The political, social, and economic conditions that made it possible for Hitler to take power. The
nature of Nazi rule. Emphasis on World War II and the Holocaust. Meets with HIST-618.
HIST-419.001: Holocaust (3)

T/F
11:45AM - 1:00PM
Lisa Leff, Associate Professor, Department of History

Traces the history of anti-Semitism and the development of racism that led to the Holocaust.
Examines the historical development of the Final Solution. Considers the variety of responses to
Jewish persecution by the Nazi perpetrators, the Jews, and the nations of the world. Meets with
HIST-619.
HIST-443.001: History of Israel (3)

M/TH 11:45AM - 1:00PM
Michael Brenner, Seymour and Lillian Abensohn Chair in Israel Studies

Traces the history of Israel since 1948, including patterns of Jewish immigration and its relationship
to the Arab world. Meets with HIST-643.

School of International Service:
SISU-319.001: Arab-Israeli Relations (3)
F
8:55AM-11:35AM
Dan Arbell, Scholar-in-Residence in Israel Studies

A survey of Arab-Israeli relations from their origins to the present. Includes an account of Zionism
and Palestinian nationalism, the history of the British mandate, the Arab-Israeli wars, the
involvement of external powers, and the quest for peace. The emphasis is on conflict resolution.
Prerequisite: SISU-206 and SISU-210.

Sociology:
SOCY-396.004: Israeli IdentitiesThrough Film (3)
T/F
11:45AM-1:00PM
M
8:10PM-10:40PM
Dan Chyutin, Schusterman Visiting Israeli Professor

This course provides a broad overview of Israeli cinema, taking as its focus the various ways through
which the filmic medium has portrayed Israel's complex matrix of social identities. Oscillating
between considerations of social history and film aesthetics, the course addresses the major factors
shaping Israeli identity: war and the demands of battlefield heroism; the trauma of the Holocaust;
the Mizrahi-Ashkenazi ethnic divide; the Ethiopian and Russian immigration experience; the
challenge of Judaism to Israeli secularity; engagements with the Palestinian Other; gender politics;
heteronorrmativity, queer culture, and the threat of "pink washing"; kibbutz life and the decline of
collectivism; and the effects of globalization on local social practices. Meets with LIT-346.002 and
COMM-396.

International Business:
IBUS-244.001: International Dimensions in Management:Israel
Erran Carmel, Kogod School of Business Professor of Information Technology

This course provides the opportunity to experience the management practices and business
environments in international and foreign organizations. This spring students will visit Israel and
Palestine. The program begins with four class meetings during the first half of the semester to learn
about the Israeli business environment and set the stage for the course. The class dates are:
Wednesday evenings, February 5, 12, 19 and 26 from 8:10—10:40 p.m. During spring break,
students will travel to Israel. The week will consist of a series of meetings with senior managers and
company tours of both local and multinational companies across various industry sectors, engaged
in interactive follow-up discussions to analyze the state of economic development in the region.

World Languages and Cultures:
HEBR-117: Hebrew, Elementary Modern II
M/TH 11:45AM - 1:00PM

Prerequisite: HEBR-116 or equivalent.
HEBR-217: Hebrew, Intermediate Modern II
M/TH 1:10PM - 2:25PM

Prerequisite: HEBR-216 or equivalent.

Additional independent study, independent reading, and internships available.
Prerequisite: Standing as Jewish Studies major or minor and permission of Professor Nadell.

JWST-481/482 Senior Thesis (3 Credits)
JWST-490 Independent Study Project in Jewish Studies (1-6 Credits)
JWST-491 Internship (1-6 Credits)

Intern in Metropolitan Washington D.C.
An opportunity to earn university credit while contributing services to a local Jewish organization
such as the Anti-Defamation League, Hadassah Washington Action Office, Jewish Historical
Society, Jewish Community Center, and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.
For a complete list of internships available to Jewish Studies majors and minors visit:
http://www.american.edu/cas/js/internships.cfm

Why Take A Course in Jewish Studies?
Through the Jewish Studies Program, you can train for a career in the Jewish
community or in Jewish education, learn about Jewish issues and opportunities
for Jewish service, and develop a deeper understanding of American and world
Jewry. Moreover, since dynamic contact with many other religions and cultures
influenced the development of Jewish civilization, students study Jews and
Judaism within the broader context of dominant societies and the spectrum of
the arts, humanities, and social sciences.

MAJOR or MINOR in Jewish Studies: The Jewish Studies Program offers students
the opportunity to receive a major or minor in Jewish Studies.
MINOR in Israel Studies: The Jewish Studies Program offers a minor in Israel
Studies. For more information, contact Dr. Pamela Nadell.
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