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AU Newsmakers 

February 7 – February 21, 2014 
Prepared by University Communications 

 For prior weeks, go to http://www.american.edu/media/inthemedia.cfm 

 

Top Story 

Agustín Fernández: Ultimate Surrealist 
WETA’s Around Town featured American University Museum at the Katzen Arts 
Center’s exhibit Agustin Fernandez: Ultimate Surrealist. The review highlighted how well 
the exhibit flowed in the Katzen’s space and how the influence of Parisian surrealist artists 
shows through in the work of this Cuban artist. (2/10) 
 
 
 

 

‘Young Voters’ in Focus at AU Forum 
Washington Post highlighted the Kennedy Political Union’s DC 
Democratic Primary Mayoral Debate where six of the mayoral 
candidates debated topics from traffic cameras to the future of 

embroiled DC Fire Chief Kenneth Ellerbe before a crowd of 200 AU students and others from the local community. 
WTTG-TV, Roll Call and Northwest Current also covered the event. (2/13) 
 
 

Additional Features 
Monsieur Hollande Comes to America 

Leading up to French President Hollande’s state dinner at the White House, executive in 
residence Anita McBride spoke to dozens of national media outlets on the purpose and 
significance of the dinner and who is typically invited. McBride appeared on CBS 
Evening News, CBS This Morning and CNN and spoke to Los Angeles Times, USA 
Today and New York Daily News. (2/10, 2/11,  
 
 

 

Widows Peak 
Journalism professor Iris Krasnow wrote an op-ed for Slate.com about her latest book, 
“Sex After…Women Share How Intimacy Changes as Life Changes,” which focuses on 
Krasnow’s research on the sexual health and practices of women in all phases of their 
lives. San Jose Mercury News and El Paso Times republished the article. Krasnow 
also wrote an op-ed for CNN online and appeared on WUSA9-TV discussing her 
research.   
 

 

Book Discussion on Emergency Presidential Power   
C-SPAN’s Book TV featured government professor Chris Edelson’s National 
Constitution Center discussion focused on his book Emergency Presidential Power: From 
the Drafting of the Constitution to the War on Terror. (2/9) 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.american.edu/media/inthemedia.cfm
http://watch.weta.org/video/2365175335/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/mike-debonis/wp/2014/02/13/the-debate-watcher-young-voters-in-focus-at-au-forum/
http://www.myfoxdc.com/video?clipId=9835238&autostart=true#axzz2tD3Abhe0
http://www.rollcall.com/news/is_dc_government_enemy_no_1_in_the_fight_for_statehood-230906-1.html?pos=hln
http://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2014/02/11/good-question-why-do-white-house-state-dinners-cost-so-much/
http://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2014/02/11/good-question-why-do-white-house-state-dinners-cost-so-much/
http://s3.amazonaws.com/TVEyesMediaCenter/UserContent/146833/2812987.1172/KOTV_02-10-2014_08.13.05.mp4
http://www.cnn.com/video/?/video/bestoftv/2014/02/10/exp-erin-sot-mcbride-hollande-u-s-visit.cnn&video_referrer
http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-fg-obama-hollande-20140211,0,2776552.story#axzz2t2H10JO1
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2014/02/09/obama-hollande-state-visits/5261735/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2014/02/09/obama-hollande-state-visits/5261735/
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/francois-hollande-heads-u-s-lady-article-1.1608182
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2014/02/iris_krasnow_s_new_book_sex_after_women_share_how_intimacy_changes_as_life.html
http://www.cnn.com/2014/02/12/living/sex-after-illness-loss-infidelity-krasnow/index.html?hpt=hp_bn11
http://www.wusa9.com/story/life/2014/02/05/sex-after-book/5230345/
http://www.c-span.org/video/?317650-1/book-discussion-on-emergency-presidential-power
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A Stitch in Time 
Bethesda Magazine highlighted filmmaker in residence Nina Shapiro-Perl’s documentary, 
Through the Eye of the Needle, which illustrates the wartime experiences of a Holocaust 
survivor. *No Link Available 
 

 

Op-Eds/AU Authors 
Who Are the Protesters in Ukraine? 

For Washington Post online’s Monkey Cage blog, international 
service professor Keith Darden and his coauthor argue the mass 
protests in Kiev, Ukraine, are primarily a collective, diverse 
response to efforts by President Yanukovych to impose a more 

repressive regime rather than representing a unified protest movement speaking for the people. (2/12) 
 

Missing From Presidents Day: The People They Enslaved 
In his op-ed for Huffington Post and Zinn Education Project, international service professor 
Clarence Lusane revealed the less well-known U.S. presidential facts about the twelve 
presidents dating from Washington who participated in slavery and human trafficking. Lusane 
discussed the contributions and struggles faced by the often overlooked slaves. (2/13) 

 

The US and the Arab Awakening: Deja Vu?  
International service professor Hillary Mann Leverett’s op-ed in Al Jazeera online 
argued for a shift away from the troubled 30 year U.S. Middle East strategy of exclusively 
propping up autocratic leaders from the Shah of Iran to Egypt’s Mubarak during the Arab 
Spring in favor of a more diverse approach. (2/11) 

 
 

Expertise 
Prove to Workers That Their Lives Will Be Better 

With New York Times’ Room for Debate, international 
service professor Stephen Silvia analyzed the United Auto 
Workers defeat in Chattanooga, Tennessee, explaining that 
successful unionization needs a convincing narrative with local 

appeal more than material support and strategic alliances in order to win over traditionally resistant workers. Silvia 
also spoke to the Wall Street Journal, Atlanta Journal-Constitution, and WAMU’s Kojo Nnamdi Show about 
labor union efforts in the South. (2/13, 2/18) 
 

In the Cruz Family, Ted is the Diplomatic One 
Associated Press spoke to history professor Allan Lichtman about U.S. 
Senator Ted Cruz trying to distance himself from his father Pastor Rafael 
Cruz’s more polarizing, sensational remarks. More than 200 outlets 
republished this article. (2/9) 

 

Robert Greenwald Turns His Lens on Drone Warfare in 'Unmanned'  
With the Los Angeles Times, Patricia Aufderheide, director 
of the Center for Media and Social Impact, discussed Robert 
Greenwald’s studio devoted to making documentary films to 

influence public discussion on timely political and social issues. More than 15 outlets, including Miami Herald 
republished this article. (2/7) 
 

Did the Winter Olympics in Sochi Really Cost $50 Billion?  
Communications professor W. Joseph Campbell spoke to 
Washington Post about the media’s perpetuating 
questionable cost estimates rather than developing an 
independent analysis for the Sochi Olympics. (2/10) 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2014/02/12/who-are-the-protesters-in-ukraine/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/the-zinn-education-project/missing-from-presidents-d_b_4775473.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2014/02/us-arab-awakening-deja-vu-2014299525454852.html
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2014/02/17/organized-labors-future-in-the-south/prove-to-workers-that-their-lives-will-be-better
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304434104579382541226307368?KEYWORDS=silvia&mg=reno64-
http://www.myajc.com/news/business/southern-push-by-union-reaches-climax-friday-in-ch/ndMPK/?icmp=ajc_internallink_invitationbox_apr2013_ajcstub1
http://thekojonnamdishow.org/shows/2014-02-18/labor-unions-contemplate-future
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_TED_CRUZ_FATHER?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/moviesnow/la-et-mn-guerilla-films-unmanned-20140209,0,5022981.story#ixzz2t8zje4pE
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/did-the-winter-olympics-in-sochi-really-cost-50-billion-a-closer-look-at-that-figure/2014/02/10/a29e37b4-9260-11e3-b46a-5a3d0d2130da_story.html
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Wave of Capitol Hill Retirements May Force Lobbyists to Rebrand Themselves 
Washington Post spoke to government professor Patrick 
Griffin about congressional staffers’ prospects on becoming 
lobbyists and the necessity of reinventing themselves after 
their powerful bosses retire from Congress. (2/17) 

 

FCC Media Survey Plan Draws Fire 
Communication professor John Watson appeared on Fox News Channel voicing 
serious concern about the Federal Communications Commission’s probing into U.S. 
media newsrooms to determine how and why they select which stories to cover. (2/20) 
 
 
 
 

 

Lawmaker Holds Stock in Defense Contractor that he Champions 
USA Today talked to James Thurber, director of the Center for Congressional and Presidential 
Studies about Congressman Tom Petri’s conflict of interest in supporting U.S. contracts for 
Oshkosh Corp., a company in which he personally holds stock shares. More than 40 outlets 
republished this article. (2/8)  

 

First Ladies Series Review 
Executive in residence Anita McBride appeared on C-SPAN’s two hour wrap-up show 
looking back at the year-long C-SPAN series, First Ladies: Influence and Image.  (2/17) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Obama Administration Sharpens Its Language Toward Syria 
With NPR's Weekend Edition Saturday law professor Kenneth Anderson discussed 
the Obama administration’s removing military strikes from consideration in exchange for 
Syria’s giving up its chemical weapons. (2/8) 
 

 

Russia's Coming Out Party 
Director of the Initiative for Russian Culture Anton Fedyashin spoke to U.S. 
News & World Report and NBC’s Today Online about the Sochi Olympics 
serving Russian President Vladimir Putin’s ambition to internationalize Russia 
and highlight its culture. (2/7) 

 

Degrees of Change 
Washington Post Express highlighted graduate programs in homeland 
security and spoke to justice, law and criminology professor Joseph Young 
about the value of adapting coursework to real and current domestic and 
foreign terrorism in AU’s Master of Science in Justice, Law and Criminology 

program. (2/10) 
 

Are Groupon Deals a Sign a Business is Failing? 
Marketing professor Nelson Amaral spoke to WTOP Radio about how a restaurant offering 
Groupons could mean that the business is not doing well. (2/8) 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/a-wave-of-capitol-hill-retirements-may-force-some-lobbyists-to-rebrand-themselves/2014/02/17/d886d2ba-9363-11e3-83b9-1f024193bb84_story.html
http://www.wfxg.com/story/24771275/fcc-media-survey-plan-draws-fire
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2014/02/08/tom-petri-contractor-stock/5279629/
http://www.c-span.org/video/?317640-1/first-ladies-series-review
http://www.npr.org/2014/02/08/273577640/obama-administration-sharpens-its-language-toward-syria
http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/pat-garofalo/2014/02/07/putins-sochi-games-are-just-the-latest-authoritarian-olympics
http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/pat-garofalo/2014/02/07/putins-sochi-games-are-just-the-latest-authoritarian-olympics
http://www.today.com/sochi/sochi-olympics-opening-ceremony-your-burning-questions-answered-2D12074341
http://www.washingtonpost.com/express/wp/2014/02/10/degrees-of-change/
http://www.wtop.com/109/3558710/Are-Groupon-deals-a-sign-of-trouble
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US Prayer Breakfast Draws World Leaders  
AU Chaplain Joe Eldridge appeared on Voice of America Television to discuss 
President Obama’s National Prayer Breakfast message and how it demonstrates his faith 
and values inside the White House. (2/7) 
 
 
 
 

 

Kerry Traveling to South Korea and China for Talks on North Korea  
In four separate interviews with Voice of America Television, School of International 
Service emeritus dean Louis Goodman discussed Secretary of State Kerry’s trip to South 
Korea and China to discuss North Korea. (2/10, 2/11, 2/13, 2/17)  
 
  

http://www.voanews.com/content/us-prayer-breakfast-draws-world-leaders/1847032.html
http://www.voanews.com/media/video/1849133.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/kerry-traveling-south-korea-china-talks-north-korea/1848673.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/kerry-miliatry-drills-should-not-be-linked-to-korean-family-reunions/1850610.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/us-pushes-for-greater-transparency-in-south-china-sea-claims/1852273.html

