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Dear Students: 

 

The energy level in Washington is high as we return for the semester and the city prepares for 

the 58th Presidential Inauguration. We understand that you may plan to participate in the 

Inauguration and surrounding events as well as host guests on campus who also wish to 

participate. We encourage you to make appropriate plans and responsible decisions during this 

time, and have compiled the resources below to help. 

 

Public Safety, Facilities Management, Housing & Dining Programs staff, and others will work 

extended hours to make certain that campus operations are uninterrupted. For students who do 

not wish to travel downtown to attend the Inauguration, a live broadcast will be televised in the 

Mary Graydon Center.  

 

Planning ahead 

Be aware and make informed choices to ensure your health and safety. Consider the following: 

 Carry important phone numbers for campus services including your residence hall front 
desk and Public Safety (202-885-2527). 

 Public transportation will be crowded – identify alternative routes and modes of travel. 

 The volume of people in D.C. may make it difficult to find places to eat, find a 

taxi/Uber/Lyft, and possibly to get immediate help in an urgent situation. 

 Dress appropriately for winter weather. Be prepared to stand for long periods before, 

during, and after activities. 

 If walking to your destination, walk in groups and advise others of your plans. 

 Carry snacks and water if venturing downtown. 

 Note prohibited items such as umbrellas at the Inauguration ceremony. 

 Make responsible choices regarding consumption of alcohol, recognizing that excessive 

drinking puts one at greater risk of harm.  

 Be aware of surroundings in protest spaces and avoid vandalism and violence. 

 Cell phone service may be unreliable, and there is potential for delayed response from 

the city’s emergency services. Use text messaging and landlines for communication, 

when possible. 

 Carry identification with you at all times. 
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Helpful links 

The links below will provide up-to-date information on Inauguration weekend planning and 

events both on and off campus: 

AU Housing and Dining Guest Registration Policy (guest registration process)  

Destination DC Guide to the 2017 Presidential Inauguration (practical tips, events, history) 

Presidential Inaugural Committee (events schedule, press room, blog) 

District of Columbia’s Presidential Inauguration website (transportation, safety, closures) 

Washington Metrorail Inaugural website (Metro, buses, parking, rider guide) 

U.S. Secret Service Inaugural website (security screenings, prohibited items, air and water 

security) 

 

As an AU student, you are in a unique position to experience this Inauguration first hand. 

Developing your Inauguration plans in advance will result in a safer, more enjoyable experience. 

The Office of the Dean of Students is available to answer your questions and concerns. Please 

feel free to contact us if we may be of assistance to you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Robert Hradsky, Ed.D. 

Assistant Vice President for Campus Life and Dean of Students 

http://www.american.edu/ocl/housing/upload/guest-housing-process-for-inauguration-weekend.pdf
https://washington.org/DC-guide-to/presidential-inauguration-washington-dc
https://www.58pic2017.org/
http://inauguration.dc.gov/
https://www.wmata.com/rider-guide/events/inauguration/
https://www.secretservice.gov/events/2017-Inaug/

