
Spring 2022 Community-Based Learning Courses  

The following are approved CB-designated courses that meet the requirements of 20 hours of service (or project) for 

a community partner, with learning rooted in critical reflection and holistic assessment:  

 

COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 

LEAD Seminar IV (2 Credits) 

CAS-251-001 Liebow, N. 

This course continues advanced study of leadership and ethical development through in-depth inquiry, mindful 

dialogue, practice, and engagement with recognized leaders. Students plan an interdisciplinary symposium on 

leadership and ethical development. Grading: A-F only. Prerequisite: CAS-250. Restriction: Leadership and Ethical 

Development (Undergraduate Certificate). 

Complex Problems Seminar: Doing Better at Doing Good (3 Credits) 

CORE-105-002 Choutka, A.  
This course examines the conversation on poverty in Washington, DC through scholarship, research, and community-

based service-learning with an afterschool program. Horton's Kids is a local nonprofit that serves families in Ward 8's 

Wellington Park neighborhood, where the average household income is below $10,000 a year. Students connect their 

work in the community to their work in the classroom by researching, writing, and reflecting on poverty in this 

neighborhood. Students learn how to reimagine service, focusing on reciprocity and equity.  AU Core Foundation: 

Complex Problems.  Grading: A-F only. Note: Open only to students in their first year at American University. 

Crosslist: CORE-107-002. 

Complex Problems Seminar: Creating Social Entrepreneurs (3 Credits) 

CORE-105-041 Gilbert, B. 
This course introduces students to how social entrepreneurs can be created and supported. Social entrepreneurs create 

businesses to address social problems or needs that are unmet by governments and current markets.  The course 

analyzes and synthesizes a diversity of perspectives on how best to create and support social entrepreneurs and 

emphasizes discussion, active learning, and opportunities to meet with guest lecturers and associated groups in the 

greater Washington, DC area. AU Core Foundation: Complex Problems. Grading: A-F only. Note: Open only to 

students in their first year at American University.  

Public Health Capstone (3 Credits) 

HLTH-480-001 Hawkins, M. 
This seminar challenges Public Health (BA) and Public Health (BS) majors to examine the multiple aspects of public 

health in a unifying manor. The course includes discussion of the practical application of public health and guest 

speakers. Students with different interests in public health work together on a capstone project and present it to the 

class and a panel of public health professionals. AU Core Integrative Requirement: Capstone. Prerequisite: senior 

standing. Restriction: Public Health (BA) or Public Health (BS). 

 

 Intro to Spanish Translation (3 Credits) 

SPAN-458-001 & SPAN-458-002. Isaac, J. 
An introduction to the methods, techniques, and problems involved in translating Spanish into English. Emphasis is 

on translating general material, with some consideration of the translation of specialized material. Crosslist: SPAN-

658. Prerequisite: SPAN-353. 
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KOGOD SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
 

Washington Initiative: Community Tax Aid (1 to 2 Credits) 

KSB-252-001 & KSB-252-002  Toczydlowski, A. 

This course provides students with practical experience in interviewing and tax preparation through Community Tax 

Aid (CTA), a nonprofit organization that provides free income tax preparation services to low-income individuals and 

families. After professionally training in tax law and Tax Wise software, students volunteer to complete federal and 

state income tax returns. Permission: Instructor. Grading: P/F Only.  

 

SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION 
 

Community Documentary: Stories of Transformation (3 Credits) 

COMM-528-001 Hinson, L. 

In this advanced documentary production course, students collaborate with a local storyteller within a DC-based, non-

profit organization to produce a short documentary. Students also study the wider social forces impacting DC 

residents such as homelessness, gentrification and urban inequality. These resulting films become part of a wider 

community storytelling initiative at the Community Voice Lab, and can be used in public meetings, websites, and 

elsewhere to mobilize communities and empower the storytellers and organizations alike. Prerequisite: COMM-331 or 

COMM-631. 

 

SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 
 

Topics: Global Ineq/Dev-Africa- Int'l Dev. & Inst. Strengthening (3 Credits) 

SISA-341-001 Njagi, M. 

This course introduces students to international development in Kenya. It explores the culture, discourse, and practice 

of international development practitioners in Kenya and their bearing on institutional building and strengthening. The 

course incorporates current debates within the field of international development and the various organizations and 

institutions working on development in Kenya. Students are introduced to many of the core activities of development 

organizations, including project planning, proposal writing, monitoring and evaluation as well as the characteristics of 

successful organizations. Repeatable for credit with different topic. Grading: A-F only. Prerequisite: SISU-206 and 

SISU-240. AU Abroad: Kenya: Nairobi. 

 

Senior Capstone: Int'l Studies - Community-Partnered Research Methods (3 Credits) 

SISU-419-011 Graddy-Lovelace, T. 
This course dives into the what, why, and how of community-based action-research methods and methodologies. 

Alternately called participatory action research, public scholarship, community-led data collection, engaged research, 

and shared analysis, this realm of inquiry and investigation follows the leads and needs of frontline, grassroots 

initiatives, movements, and communities. Yet community-based research methods face logistical and epistemic 

challenges, which the seminar-style course explores and then works to overcome. The course addresses how students 

and scholars can co-design projects with communities, practitioners, and movement leaders that produce useful, 

quality, and rigorous research deliverables. The seminar invites students to join and contribute to existing community-

based research projects focused on food, agricultural, environmental, and labor equity issues, with such groups as: 

Cooperative Garden Commission, DC Fair Food, National Family Farm Coalition, Disparity to Parity to Solidarity, 

and Rural Coalition/Coalicion Rural. 

https://eagleservice.american.edu/Student/Courses/Search
https://eagleservice.american.edu/Student/Courses/Search
https://eagleservice.american.edu/Student/Courses/Search
https://eagleservice.american.edu/Student/Courses/Search
https://eagleservice.american.edu/Student/Student/Courses/Search

	The following are approved CB-designated courses that meet the requirements of 20 hours of service (or project) for a community partner, with learning rooted in critical reflection and holistic assessment:
	LEAD Seminar IV (2 Credits)
	Complex Problems Seminar: Doing Better at Doing Good (3 Credits)
	Complex Problems Seminar: Creating Social Entrepreneurs (3 Credits)
	Public Health Capstone (3 Credits)
	Intro to Spanish Translation (3 Credits)
	Washington Initiative: Community Tax Aid (1 to 2 Credits)
	Topics: Global Ineq/Dev-Africa- Int'l Dev. & Inst. Strengthening (3 Credits)
	Senior Capstone: Int'l Studies - Community-Partnered Research Methods (3 Credits)

