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Definitions relevant to the COI annual disclosure procedure include: 

• Conflict of interest means a specific situation in which there is a separation between the 
interests of an American University faculty member and his or her professional 
obligations to AU.  This separation is of sufficient magnitude that an independent 
observer might reasonably question whether the faculty member’s professional actions 
or decisions are determined by considerations other than the best interests of the 
university. 

• Family means a spouse, in-law, child, sibling, parent or grandchild of an AU faculty 
member, as well as the spouses or partners of all of these relations.   

• Faculty member means a person who has an academic appointment at American 
University.  The conflict of interest (COI) annual disclosure requirements apply to 
tenured, tenure-earning, as well as term faculty members with multi-year 
appointments.  Faculty members who are expected to participate in annual COI 
disclosures are faculty with these types of academic appointments in AU’s academic 
units, the University Library, the Washington College of Law, and the Pence Law Library.   

• Financial Interest means salary and other payments, loans or the forgiveness of debt, 
gifts, interest in company or corporate equity, intellectual property rights, or other 
interests of value that a member of the faculty has in a third-party entity outside of 
American University.   

• Intellectual Property means creations of the mind, such as inventions, literary and 
artistic works, designs, symbols, as well as names and images used in commerce. 
Intellectual property is protected by law via patents, copyrights and trademarks, 
allowing people to obtain recognition or financial benefit from their creative or 
entrepreneurial activities.   

• Management Plan means a written statement that provides a detailed strategy 
designed to reduce, eliminate or manage an actual or potential conflict of interest.  

• Non-Financial Considerations means items and services of non-monetary value 
including, but not limited to: publication credit, research participation or access to data, 
awards or merit or recognition, promotions or other opportunities. 

• Significant Financial Interest means goods and services with a value of $10,000 or more 
when aggregated across a member of the faculty and his or her family members. Goods 
and services that qualify as significant financial interests include equity or membership 
interests in legal entities of any amount.  This does not include institutional investment 
entities such as pension, money market or mutual funds.  A significant financial interest 
can also be defined as interest in intellectual property or annual business compensation 
in excess of $10,000, or a loan from a business of any amount.   

• Sponsored Research means all research and development activities that are sponsored 
by Federal and non-Federal agencies and organizations. 


