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The General Education Program, or GenEd, is American University’s liberal arts requirement.
(What some institutions call a core or distribution requirement.) Schools with a core liberal
arts program believe that there is a certain body of knowledge that all educated adults should
possess. Those with distribution requirements think students should learn about subjects
outside their main course of study. We agree with both of those philosophies.

We reject the idea that there is any single body

of knowledge that constitutes “what all educated

people should know.” What we care about are

learning outcomes—that is, how your education
’ l helps you become who you are. We believe

that our graduates should be equipped with

certain intellectual skills and resources if they
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increasingly connected global environment.
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Critical reflections on
) > the nature and history [:“MM“N":MI“N

of beauty and art SKIlls

Interchanging ideas and information 7
through writing, speech, and visual /
INuUIHY and digital media

Systematic questioning and analysis DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES

of problems, issues, and claims &[XPERIENEES

Acquiring knowledge and analytical skills to understand a variety of ;

perspectives and experiences, including those that have emerged INN"VA'"VE
from the scholarship on age, disability, ethnicity, gender and

gender identity, race, religion, sexual orientation, and social class THINKING

Venturing beyond established
patterns of thought in
REAS“NINE imaginative and creative ways

Assessing and weighing of moral and

political beliefs and practices, and their INFORMATION
applications to ethical dilemmas I.ITEHACY

u“ANT"ATIVE Locating, evaluating, citing, and

effectively using information

& SYMBOLIC REASONING

Applying mathematical, statistical,
and symbolic reasoning to complex
problems and decision making




Situate creative
works, and judgments
about those creative
works, in their
appropriate social and
historical contexts.

Develop your
own creative and
expressive abilities
so that you can
better understand the
qualities that shape
an artist’s work.




Read and discuss
fundamental texts
from those traditions,
situating the texts
in their appropriate
intellectual contexts.

Develop your
ability to critically
and comparatively
reflect on religious
and philosophical
issues in dialogue
with others—both
past and present.
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Develop your
capacity to critically
analyze major issues

in international
and intercultural
relations, especially

how categories
of difference are
organized within
and across cultures
and how they affect
political systems.
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Study the institutions,
systems, and patterns
of governance and
of economic and
social organization
that underlie
contemporary
societies.

Place policy
options and their
consequences in their
appropriate social
and political contexts,
drawing on classic
and contemporary
theories of human
organization.

Develop your capacity
to critically reflect
on the organization
of societies and the
relationship between
the individual and
the society using
distinctive methods
of inquiry appropriate
to the study of
social institutions.
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LEARNING
DBJECTIVES

Investigate the
natural world and
the living forms
that inhabit it by
studying the systems
and processes that
occur at scales from
the atomic to the
cosmic levels.

Develop problem-
solving skills and
utilize the scientific
method to describe,
explain, and predict
natural phenomena
through laboratory
experiences.

Analyze the role of
science in public
discourse and in

addressing societal

problems.
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AREN'T WE Hhap start-ovt as VNTERDISCIPLINARY . WHAT ($ LIFE 7 WHAT 15
DYH? N'LDCARDS ‘ | \ THE MIND? WHAT 15 ReaL? EVERy DlscipLing
HEATHAOSOUEY earn o placein | : PROVIDES PERSPECTIVE ON THESE AVESTINS -
et - NATHAN HARSHMAN,

L PROFESSOR OF PHYSICS

»

“ THIS HAS BEEN ONE Of THE MOST INVIGORATING

WILDCARDS L)
TEACHING EXPERIENCES | HAVE HAD TO DATE-

f’ X 1
= RICHARD SHA
Eﬁmﬂlgﬂl% ) _ v L PROFESSOR OF L\TERA‘I’UR;

SOPHOMORE SEMINARS

PROFESSORS HARSHMAN AND SHA TAUGHT
AU’S FIRST SOPHOMORE SEMINAR, DRAWING
ON THEIR RESPECTIVE DISCIPLINES TO
TACKLE LIFE’S BIG QUESTIONS.

PERFORMING ARTS AS RELIGION AND

INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNICATION GLOBALIZATION
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Who must take General Education courses
at American University?

How many GenEd courses must | take?

Can | count a course for both General

Education and my major?

Can | take a GenEd course as pass-fail?

Is there a limit on the number of courses

| can take in a single academic discipline?

What is the minimum grade that merits

GenEd credit in a course?

How long does it take to finish the General
Education Program?

May | take GenEd courses at
another school?

May | take GenEd courses during the
summer?

Do advanced placement examinations
count for General Education credit?

If | am a transfer student, do | get General
Education credit for courses | have taken
before coming to American University?

Do you grant exceptions to General
Education policy?

Where can | find the list of GenEd classes?

Your individualized General Education experience combines classes from your major(s)
and any minors with those from across the curriculum. Think of it as cross-training for

your mind. But with 150 courses to choose from, it can be hard to pick only 10. Talk
with your academic advisor and ask yourself

Check out the current course listings at american.edu/gened. (We don’t print
them here because there are new courses every semester.) Use the space
below to brainstorm.

Keep these simple rules in mind

* Take two courses in each of the five foundational areas.

* At least one course in area five must include a lab science component.

* No more than two courses can have the same course prefix (BIO, LIT,
etc.). The only exception is GNED, the interdisciplinary prefix used for
Wildcards and Sophomore Seminars.
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GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
4400 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20016-8145
202-885-3879

GENED@AMERICAN.EDU
AMERICAN.EDU/GENED

For information regarding the accreditation and licensing of
American University, please visit american.edu/academics.

An equal opportunity, affirmative action university. UP13-128
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