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Approved by the Faculty Senate on February 11, 2015 

 

Rationale for change to 8.4 (Proposal submitted by Mark Hayes, Study Abroad):   
Conforms to the policy approved by the Faculty Senate in its December 3, 2014 meeting.  Allow 

approved Study Abroad courses to count toward the General Education Requirements. 

  8.4 General Education 

Students will be expected to satisfy their General Education requirements during the first 60 

earned credits. 

There may be cases in which courses in the General Education curriculum also meet 

requirements of the major; however, students will not be able to substitute courses in their major 

field for General Education requirements. 

Students presenting a 4 or 5 on the Advanced Placement examination, a score of 75 on the CLEP 

examination, or grades for which they have received credit from the British A Levels, CEGEP, 

International Baccalaureate, German Abitur, or other international credential for which they have 

been granted credit by American University may apply the credit for up to four courses to meet 

the General Education Requirements in any of the five curricular areas. Credit toward General 

Education may be awarded only for examinations taken prior to entering American University. 

Transfer students may satisfy some or all of their General Education requirements through 

transfer credit. 

Because of the special nature of the General Education Program, after students have matriculated 

at American University, no credit toward the General Education Requirements may be earned 

through transfer credit unless the course is taken on an approved AU Abroad program.  Students 

can take up to 6 credit hours of General Education courses abroad. 

8.4 written in final approved form: 

  8.4 General Education 

Students will be expected to satisfy their General Education requirements during the first 60 

earned credits. 

There may be cases in which courses in the General Education curriculum also meet 

requirements of the major; however, students will not be able to substitute courses in their major 

field for General Education requirements. 

Students presenting a 4 or 5 on the Advanced Placement examination, a score of 75 on the CLEP 

examination, or grades for which they have received credit from the British A Levels, CEGEP, 

International Baccalaureate, German Abitur, or other international credential for which they have 

been granted credit by American University may apply the credit for up to four courses to meet 
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the General Education Requirements in any of the five curricular areas. Credit toward General 

Education may be awarded only for examinations taken prior to entering American University. 

Transfer students may satisfy some or all of their General Education requirements through 

transfer credit. 

Because of the special nature of the General Education Program, after students have matriculated 

at American University, no credit toward the General Education Requirements may be earned 

through transfer credit unless the course is taken on an approved AU Abroad program.  Students 

can take up to 6 credit hours of General Education courses abroad. 

 


