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The State of the Union: 
America Through Young Eyes
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Most young Americans say they are proud of the country’s past, but this sentiment 
shifts dramatically when they describe how they feel about America today.
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When thinking about the United States, do you feel proud about our country when it comes to…?

59%

29%

41%

71%

What America has been in the past America as it is today

Yes, I feel proud about this No, I don't feel proud about this
Not proud of America 

as it is today

Men 60%

Women 80%

Republicans 40%

Independents 74%

Democrats 85%

White adults 69%

Black adults 63%

Hispanic adults 80%

What America has been in the past America as it is today
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Overwhelmingly, young Americans offer negative characterizations about 
the state of the country today.
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What one word would you use to describe America today? (coded open end)
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Young Americans pushback on the traditional view of ‘American 
exceptionalism.’
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In thinking about the United States, how do you feel about each of the following compared to 
the rest of the world?

32%
29% 27%

38% 36%

52%

30%
35%

21%

Our nation's values Our system of government Our people

We are better than most countries We are about as good as other countries We are worse than most countries

All adults* (40%) (41%) (18%) (40%) (38%) (21%) (38%) (51%) (11%)

On each of these three measures, the plurality of young Americans say the U.S. is ‘about as good’ as other countries, not ‘better.’

*Data in parentheses in each column shows the results among all Americans from Echelon Insights June 2026 National Omnibus poll

💡
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Young Americans give the country mixed grades in delivering on core 
principles of the Declaration of Independence.
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Total 
Living 

Up
Pursuit of happiness, that is, people can seek 
fulfilling, meaningful, and satisfying lives in 
the way that they choose

53%

Opportunity, that is, all people have a chance 
to improve their lives and get ahead through 
their own effort, talent, and choices

50%

Liberty, that is, people are free to live their 
lives, speak their minds, and practice their 
beliefs 

48%

Self-determination, that is, the people have 
the power to decide how they are governed 
and who governs them

46%

Equality, that is, every person has the same 
rights as anyone else 

40%19%

19%

21%

22%

24%

21%

27%

27%

28%

29%

26%

28%

28%

29%

25%

35%

27%

24%

21%

23%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Strongly living up Somewhat living up
Somewhat falling short Strongly falling short

Please indicate whether you think America is living up to or falling short on each of these principles.


