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Hope, Doubt & the Road Ahead: 
Young Americans Look 

to the Future
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Young Americans are divided as they look to the future, but a majority say it’s 
more likely the country’s best years are behind us, not in front of us.

More likely 
the best 
years are 

still ahead
46%

More likely the 
best years may 

be behind
54%
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When you think about the future for America, do you feel it’s more 
likely that America’s best years are still ahead of us, or do you feel 

it’s more likely that America’s best years may already be behind us?

Best years likely 
ahead

Men 52%

Women 41%

Non-college track 38%

College track 54%

Republicans 64%

Independents 40%

Democrats 41%

White adults 49%

Black adults 54%

Hispanic adults 42%

Those who express less optimism include women, non-college track, independents & Democrats and Hispanic young adults,💡
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Young Americans hope for a future filled with opportunity, progress, and 
equality.
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Describe your greatest hope for America’s future (coded open end).
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Young Americans are proud of the country’s past, but not of the present or 
future.
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When thinking about the United States, do you feel proud about our country when it comes to…?

59%

29% 30%

41%

71% 70%

What America has been in the
past

America as it is today

Yes, I feel proud about this No, I don't feel proud about this
Not proud of where 
American is heading

Men 62%

Women 77%

Republicans 44%

Independents 77%

Democrats 80%

White adults 66%

Black adults 59%

Hispanic adults 84%
What America has been in 

the past
America as it is today Where America is heading as 

a nation
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Young Americans see current divisions as more of a harbinger for the 
future.
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Indicate which statement you agree with more.

39%

47%

13%

Americans are becoming more
divided, but there's still more
that unites us

Americans are becoming more
divided, and we are splitting
apart as a country

Americans are not more
divided now than in the past

Splitting apart as a 
country

Men 42%

Women 53%

Republicans 33%

Independents 48%

Democrats 55%

White adults 48%

Black adults 43%

Hispanic adults 50%


