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Barack Obama citizenship conspiracy theories

From Wikipedi, the fres sncyclopedia

Conzpiracy thearies abont the ctizenskip of Barack Obsxma are sdees that raject the legitmacy of the Untied Sfatus citimazship of
Prasidant Barack Obama and his slighility to bs President of the United States. Some of these conspiracy theomes allage that Olhama was
born = Esorya, not Hawaii, and that his birth cartificats is 2 forgery. Ciiers 2llage that Obeame is a citizez of Indonesiz, or that baceuse be
had dwzal citizemship 2t bath (Brwtish azd Amarican), ke & not 2 nahumal borm cittizen of the United S@tes, which is 2 requirement to ba
Prasidamt of the United Scates uzder Anticle Two of the United Statss Comstiution. Teess conspiracy theorims meceived attention =
mid-2008 following Obama's victory in the Dumecratic primaries, iz late 200E—early 2002 with regard to the Elsctoral Collegs vots 2zd
Cbama’s inzuguration, and again in wsd-2008 following a banst by Army meservist Sedan Ceok.

These clzims ame prozooted by a wamber of finge thecrists 2zd political cpponants whe fled lawsusts that songht o disqualify Sbama from
standing or baizg confirmed as President, or to obizin addittonal proef that ke i guakfed. Thres were filed with azd diszoissed by the
fuprems Coust of the Undted States P 3rome of e cases have pewvated m lowanar cousts [ Altherzgh Obama was confirmed as
prasident-akect by Congress on Jaouary £, 20094 224 swern i 23 Prasident on Jazmary 1l litigatioe contmmed i=to Bis preswdezcy.
Thosa premoting thess conspiacy theories are fagzenthy called "hirthars”, 2 moziker that parallels the nick=ams "trathess ™8l for
vdharszts of 211 conspiracy thacaoes 17

The Chama campaiz= releassd 2 2007 cartified copy of his birth certificats (&= this instemce refarred to 25 2 "Carttfication of Live Bath™)

that statss Obama was born in Hoooluln, Hawedi, ez Angust 4, 1261, Frequent arpoments of those questioning Obama's slightlsy are thas
be has not raulsased a photocopy of kis "origmal” birth cartificats, and that the use of the term “cartification of lve brts” om the dorumszt
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Scamned image of Barack Obama’s Bk
Cartifican ralezssd during the C'hama
prasidental campagm

mexns 115 2ot eguivaleot to coe's "bith cemificate”. Thess argoments bave besn debunked oumssews tmes by media iwvestigations, evary ndicial forus thed bas addressed the matiar,
2=d Haweiizn govemmnent officiak, 2 consensns of whom kave cozchded that the cenificate released by the Obama campatgn is indeed Eis efficial bath cartificats. | Askad about thiz,
Hywaziaz Dispartmant of Health speksswoman fazics Okuba stated that Hawadi "doss not bave 2 short-forns or long-form cartificats % Mforsovar, the dirscter of bar Dipestmant has

confimed that the st2te "has Sen. Chama’s original birth certificats om record o accendance with state policies and p:m-c-ad'um-:.'[."::l-.'l:

Naverthaless, some Republicaz slected officials kave sxpressed shepticisza sbout Obanma's citzenskip or bave displayed 2 lack of willzmess to acknowledze i |12 b Rapublican
maembams of the 1.5 Cengzess azd state assemblizs have proposed and votsd for legslation thet requies presidential cazdidates to provide decmmentatioz of ther qualificateas to ba

prasident, including nataral-bomn citizenskip,
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July 2010: Birthers

Do You Believe that Barack Obama was

Born in the United States of America®?
* Yes: 55%

« No:27%

* Not Sure: 19%



July 2010: Truther

Do you think that people in the federal
government either assisted in the 9/11
attacks or took no action to stop the

attacks because they wanted to United

States to go to war in the Middle East?
* Yes: 18%

* No:64%

« Not Sure: 18%



December 2017

Yes No Not Sure

Do you believe that Barack Obama was born in the United
States of America? [reversed item]

Do you think Barack Obama is a Muslim or not?

Do you think that people in the federal government, such as
George Bush and Dick Cheney, either assisted in the 9/11
attacks or took no action to stop the attacks because they
wanted the United States to go to war in the Middle East?

Do you think that the United States government provides
illegal immigrants with special benefits, such as houses,
cars, or tax breaks?

Do you think that Republicans stole the 2004 presidential
election through voter fraud in Ohio?

There’s been talk of what some people call a “deep state,”
meaning military, intelligence and government officials
who try to secretly manipulate government 4 policy. Do you
think there is such a thing as a deep state in this country, or
is it just a conspiracy theory?

Do you believe that 3-5 million non-citizens voted in the
2016 presidential election through widespread voter fraud,
or not?

Do you believe that Russia tampered with vote tallies to
help Donald Trump?

Do you believe that a spacecraft from another planet
crashed in Roswell, New Mexico in 1947?




My “*Soon To Be Forthcoming™ Book

Two central questions:

- How 1s it that reasonable people can
come to believe bizarre stories about
our political system and the politicians
who run it?

- How can we correct false information?



Do People Really Believe This Stuif?

Short answer: Yes
Not simply “cheap talk”
A variety of experiments come to a

common conclusion

- The vast majority of people who endorse these
rumors believe them



Distribution of Belieis
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Partisan Rumor Rejection
Democrat - Republican
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Disposition and Partisan Attachment

Rumors find their greatest support
among those citizens who are both
conspiratorially inclined and have strong
partisan attachments.

The marriage of these two factors — the
disposition and the motivation — together
should increase susceptibility to rumors.



RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLITICAL INFORMATION AND RUMOR REJECTION,
JULY 2010 YOUGOV STUDY
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Information Level



RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLITICAL INFORMATION AND RUMOR REJECTION BY RUMOR CONTENT,
JULY 2010 YOUGOV STUDY
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Information and Rumor Rejection by Rumor Content

Democrats Republicans

Medium Medium
Information Level Information Level

Democratic Rumor Scale Republican Rumor Scale Republican Rumor Scale




(a) Republican-Based Political Rumors {b) Democratic-Based Political Rumors

—— Democrats : —— Democrats
--- Republicans --- Republicans
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Percentage of Rumors Rejected
Percentage of Rumors Rejected

Low Information Medium Information High Information Low Information Medium Information High Information

(c) Moral and Religious Rumors {d) Neutral Rumors

—— Democrats . —— Democrats
--- Republicans --=- Republicans

Percentage of Rumors Rejected
Percentage of Rumors Rejected

Low Information Medium Information High Information Low Information Medium Information High Information




