
 

Robert Bauer is Partner at Perkins Coie. In Bob's 30 years of practice, he has provided 

counseling and representation on matters involving regulation of political activity before the 

courts and administrative agencies of national party committees, candidates, political 

committees, individuals, federal officeholders, corporations and trade associations, and tax-

exempt groups. Bob served as White House Counsel to President Obama, and returned to private 

practice in June 2011.  In 2013, the President named Bob to be Co-Chair of the Presidential 

Commission on Election Administration. Bob is the author of several books: United States 

Federal Election Law (1982, 1984), Soft Money Hard Law: A Guide to the New Campaign 

Finance Law (2002) and More Soft Money Hard Law: The Second Edition of the Guide to the 

New Campaign Finance Law (2004) and numerous articles.  He also serves on the National 

Advisory Board of Journal of Law and Politics.  In 2000, he received the prestigious "Burton 

Award for Legal Achievement" for his legal writing. Bob is also the author of the weblog, 

www.moresoftmoneyhardlaw.com, on which he writes about campaign finance and other topics 

in political law.  He also teaches law at the New York University School of Law, where he is a 

Distinguished Scholar in Residence and Senior Lecturer. Bob was General Counsel to Obama for 

America, the President’s campaign organization, in 2008 and 2012, and he is General Counsel to 

the Democratic National Committee.  Bob has also served as co-counsel to the New Hampshire 

State Senate in the trial of Chief Justice David A. Brock (2000); general counsel to the Bill 

Bradley for President Committee (1999-2000); and counsel to the Democratic Leader in the trial 

of President William Jefferson Clinton (1999). He has co-authored numerous bipartisan reports, 

including "Report of Counsel to the Senate Rules and Administration Committee in the Matter of 

the United States Senate Seat From Louisiana" in the 105th Congress of the United States 

(March 27, 1997); "Campaign Finance Reform," A Report to the Majority Leader and Minority 

Leader of the United States Senate (March 6, 1990); and "The Presidential Election Process in 

the Philippines", a bipartisan report prepared at the request of the Chairman and Ranking 

Member of the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations (1986). 

Frank R. Baumgartner is the Richard J. Richardson Distinguished Professor of Political 

Science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  He has worked in the area of interest 

group lobbying, framing, and policy formation for more than 30 years.  He holds a BA, MA, and 

PhD from the University of Michigan, and is the author or co-author of Basic Interests: The 

Importance of Groups in Politics and in Political Science (Princeton, 1998); Lobbying and 

Policy Change: Who Wins, Who Loses, and Why (Chicago, 2009).  This book won the Leon D. 

Epstein award for an outstanding book on political organizations and parties by the American 

Political Science Association.  He is the co-founder, with Bryan D. Jones of the Policy Agendas 

Project (www.policyagendas.org), which makes available comprehensive databases about the 

trace of US government activities since 1947, and which has now been replicated in many 

countries around the world.  His current research interests center on the death penalty, lobbying, 

and the policy process in the US and in comparative perspectives.  His most recent book, with 

Bryan D. Jones is The Politics of Information (Chicago, 2014). 

 

János Bertók is Head of the Public Sector Integrity Division in the Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and Development (OECD) in Paris.  He has been leading OECD activities for 

promoting integrity and preventing corruption in the public sector over 1.5 decade.  The OECD 

http://www.policyagendas.org/


helps policy makers and practitioners build sound integrity framework by reviewing and 

reforming governance measures in particular in areas vulnerable to corruption such as conflict of 

interest, revolving door, lobbying, political financing, public procurement, etc. The OECD is in 

the forefront of providing comparative data, map out good practices and develop policy 

guidelines, principles, as well as practical tools for policy makers and managers.  The 

groundbreaking work of the OECD includes four international instruments: the 2010 OECD 

Recommendation on Principles for Transparency and Integrity in Lobbying, the 2008 OECD 

Recommendation on Enhancing Integrity in Public Procurement;  the 2003 OECD 

Recommendation on Guidelines for Managing Conflict of Interest in the Public Service; and 

1998 OECD Recommendation on Improving Ethical Conduct in the Public Service.Before 

joining the OECD in 1997, Mr. Bertók was a senior civil servant in the Prime Minister’s Office 

in Hungary in charge of the modernization of public administration. 

 

Michelle Cini is Professor of European Politics in the School of Sociology, Politics and 

International Studies at the University of Bristol, where she has been based since 1991. She 

currently holds the Pierre Keller Visiting Professorship at the Weatherhead Center for 

International Affairs, Harvard University (Jan-June 2014). She has been Editor-in-Chief (with 

Amy Verdun) of JCMS: Journal of Common Market Studies, since July 2010. She is also the co-

editor of the fourth edition of the much acclaimed Oxford University Press text book on 

European Union Politics (with Nieves Perez-Solorzano, 2013). Her research to date has been 

focused broadly around the politics and administration of the European Commission, European 

Competition Policy, Maltese politics and public ethics policy in the EU institutions. She is 

currently at the planning stage of a project on EU inter-institutional relations. 

 

David Coen is Professor of Public Policy, Director of the School of Public Policy and Director 

of the Institute for Global Governance at University College London. Prior to joining UCL he 

held appointments at the London Business School and Max Planck Institute in Cologne and was 

awarded his PhD at the European University Institute in Florence. In 2008/09 he held the 

Fulbright Distinguished Scholar Fellowship at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard 

University and in 2004 held a visiting fellowship at the Centre for European Studies Harvard. He 

has held grants from Anglo-German Foundation, British Academy, European Union, and 

Fulbright Foundation. Professor Coen has published extensive on EU lobbying in major journals 

such as JEPP, JPP, Governance, EUP, and his recent books include the Handbook on Business 

and Government. (2010), eds. D Coen, W Grant, G, Wilson, Oxford University Press, and 

Lobbying the European Union: Institutions, Actors and Policy, (2009), D. Coen and J. 

Richardson, Oxford University Press.  

 

Lee Drutman is a Senior Fellow at the Sunlight Foundation. He is also an adjunct professor of 

political science at Johns Hopkins University and the University of California. He holds a Ph.D. 

in political science from the University of California, Berkeley and a B.A. from Brown 

University. He has been quoted by NPR, ABC News, The Colbert Report, The New York Times, 

The Washington Post, Politico, The Hill, Roll Call, among many other news outlets. Drutman 

has also worked as a research fellow in Governance Studies at the Brookings Institution, a senior 

fellow at the Progressive Policy Institute, an American Political Science Association fellow in 

the office of Sen. Robert Menendez (D-NJ), and a staff writer at the Philadelphia Inquirer. His 

writing has been published in the Los Angeles Times, Slate, Politico, the American Prospect, and 



Pacific Standard. 

 

Professor Michelle Egan is Associate Professor in the School of International Service at 

American University. She teaches a variety of undergraduate and graduate courses including: 

The European Union, Relations of West European Nations, International Relations of Europe, 

Comparative European Politics, Economics, and Society, Transatlantic Relations, Multinationals 

and Globalization, and Competition in an Interdependent World. She is also the faculty advisor 

for the European Studies Certificate, which is open to students from all disciplines and fields at 

the graduate and undergraduate level who wish to focus their studies on Europe.  Degrees:  

Ph.D., University of Pittsburgh; M.A., University of Pittsburgh; M.A., Virginia Polytechnic and 

State University; B.A., University of Warwick (UK). 

 

James Goldgeier is Dean of the School of International Service at American University.  Prior 

to joining American University, he was a professor of political science and international affairs 

at George Washington University. He taught previously at Cornell University, and has held 

appointments at Stanford University’s Center for International Security and Cooperation, the 

State Department, the National Security Council staff, the Brookings Institution, the Council on 

Foreign Relations, the Library of Congress, the Woodrow Wilson Center, the Hoover Institution, 

and the German Marshall Fund’s Transatlantic Academy. From 2001-2005, he directed GWU’s 

Institute for European, Russian and Eurasian Studies. His books include: America Between the 

Wars: From 11/9 to 9/11  (co-authored with Derek Chollet), Power and Purpose: U.S. Policy 

toward Russia after the Cold War (co-authored with Michael McFaul); and Not Whether But 

When: The U.S. Decision to Enlarge NATO. He is the recipient of the Edgar S. Furniss book 

award in national and international security and the Georgetown University Lepgold Book Prize 

in international relations.Among his current projects, Dean Goldgeier and collaborators at Duke 

University and the University of California, Berkeley, lead theBridging the Gap initiative, which 

encourages and trains scholars and doctoral students to produce research oriented policy-relevant 

scholarship and/or theoretically informed policy work. Dean Goldgeier’s areas of expertise 

include contemporary international relations, American foreign policy, U.S.-Russia relations, the 

European Union, transatlantic security and NATO.  Degrees:  Ph.D., Political Science, 

University of California, Berkeley; M.A., Political Science, University of California, Berkeley; 

A.B., Government, Harvard University 

 

Patrick J. Griffin is Associate Director for Public Policy Programs at the Center for 

Congressional and Presidential at American University. He teaches a graduate seminar on the 

legislative process and is the academic director of the Public Affairs and Advocacy Institute for 

CCPS. In addition, he is working on the AU/Pew Charitable Trusts "Improving Campaign 

Conduct" research project. Griffin served in the White House as assistant to the President for 

legislative affairs, 1994-96. In addition to his service in the Clinton Administration, his private 

sector experience includes founding the Washington, DC government relations firm, Griffin, 

Johnson, Madigan, Peck, Boland, Dover & Stewart, where he continues to serve as president. 

Griffin also was senior vice president and managing director for the government relations 

division of Burson-Marsteller. In the U.S. Senate he held the position of Secretary for the 

Democrats, and the positions of professional staff member on the Senate Democratic Policy 

Committee and the Senate Budget Committee. He also served as a domestic policy advisor at the 

United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare and as an assistant professor of 



education at the University of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Degrees: Ph.D.,University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee; M.S.,University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee; B.S., St. Peters College 

 

Craig Holman is currently Government Affairs Lobbyist for Public Citizen. He serves as the 

organization’s lobbyist on campaign finance and governmental ethics. Previously, Holman was 

Senior Policy Analyst at the Brennan Center for Justice, New York University School of Law.   

Holman worked closely with reform organizations and the leadership of the 110th Congress in 

drafting and promoting the “Honest Leadership and Open Government Act,” the federal 

lobbying and ethics reform legislation signed into law on September 14, 2007. Holman has 

continued to work at improving lobbying disclosure and ethics regulations, both in the United 

States and in Europe, providing advice and consultations in promulgating transparency and 

ethics rules and regulations. Holman has been called upon to assist as a researcher and/or expert 

witness defending in court the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA) as well as the 

campaign finance reform laws of Alaska, Arkansas, California and Colorado. He has also 

testified on several occasions about government reform before committees of the U.S. Congress, 

the European Commission and the European Parliament. Some of his recent publications 

include: “Lobbying and Transparency: A Comparative Analysis of Regulatory Reform,” (co-

authored with William Luneburg) Interest Groups & Advocacy (2012); “The Regulation of 

Lobbying in Europe,” in Thomas Susman and William Luneburg (American Bar Association), 

eds. THE LOBBYING MANUAL: UPDATE (Washington D.C., 2011); and “Promoting 

Integrity of Lobbying by Self-Regulation,” (co-authored with Thomas Susman) in Janos Bertok 

(OECD), ed. LOBBYISTS, GOVERNMENT AND THE PUBLIC TRUST (Paris, 2010).  

 

Karl Isaksson is Managing Partner Brussels, Kreab Gavin Anderson and Chairman, European 

Public Affairs Consultancies’ Association.Karl manages the Kreab Gavin Anderson office in 

Brussels with a staff of around 50 consultants and Senior Advisors. He has 15 years experience 

in EU politics and public affairs, representing the interests of clients towards key European 

decision-makers and opinion leaders, both in Brussels and EU member states.  

He advises clients mainly on foreign affairs and government relations, transport, energy, trade 

and the EU internal market. He also heads the EU representation for a major commercial vehicle 

manufacturer based in Europe. Since 2012, Karl is the Chairman of the European Public Affairs 

Consultancies’ Association, a trade body with over 40 member companies. In this capacity, he is 

involved in the debates on the EU Transparency Register and on the role of public affairs in the 

EU legislative environment.He previously worked in the European Parliament as Chief of Staff 

for the Swedish Conservative Party, providing political and media counselling to the party’s 

MEPs. Karl has a Master’s degree in Political Science from Lund University, Sweden, and has 

worked and studied in Singapore. 

 

Cornelius Kerwin became American University’s 14th president in September 2007. He leads 

an institution of about 13,000 students, 1,300 teaching and administrative faculty, and 2,500 staff 

in the nation’s capital; oversees a $593 million operating budget and $550 million endowment. 

Dr. Kerwin joined AU in 1975 and holds a faculty appointment in the School of Public Affairs, 

Department of Public Administration. He was dean of the School of Public Affairs from 1988 to 

1997; provost from 1997 to 2005; and acting—then interim—president of American University 

from 2005 to 2007. A nationally recognized specialist in public policy and the regulatory 



process, Dr. Kerwin is actively engaged in research and periodically teaches courses in 

administrative process, policy implementation, and American government. He founded AU’s 

Center for the Study of Rulemaking and is the author of Rulemaking: How Government Agencies 

Write Law and Make Policy and co-author of How Washington Works: The Executive’s Guide to 

Government. Dr. Kerwin is a fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration; a former 

president of the National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration; and 

founding chair of the Section on Public Law and Administration of the American Society for 

Public Administration. He received degrees from American University (BA), the University of 

Rhode Island (MA, political science), and Johns Hopkins University (PhD, political science). Dr. 

Kerwin is a member of the board of directors of the American Council on Education (ACE), 

National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (NAICU), Greater Washington 

Board of Trade, and DC Chamber of Commerce. He is the chair (academic year 2013-2014) of 

the Board of Trustees of the Consortium of Universities of the Washington Metropolitan Area 

and chair of the Patriot League Council of Presidents. He was named a 2009 Washingtonian of 

the Year by Washingtonian magazine in its January 2010 issue. He was also named to the 

inaugural Irish Education 100 List, compiled by the Irish Voice and comprised of the 100 most 

influential Irish educators at colleges and universities throughout the United States and Canada. 

 Tim LaPira is assistant professor of political science at James Madison University in 

Harrisonburg, VA, and an academic fellow at the Sunlight Foundation in Washington, DC.  He 

earned his PhD in political science from Rutgers University in 2008.  He has also worked as a 

legislative assistant to a member of Congress and as a researcher at OpenSecrets.org, where he 

was responsible for creating the Lobbying and Revolving Door databases. His research focuses 

on revolving door lobbying, government agendas and interest group mobilization, large-scale 

networks of lobbyists, and congressional staff cognitive biases. 

 

Burdett Loomis has been a political science professor at the University of Kansas since 1979. 

He earned his Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin (Madison) in 1974, and served as an 

American Political Science Association Congressional Fellow in 1975-6, working for Rep. Paul 

Simon (D-Ill.). He won a Kemper Distinguished Teaching award in 1996 and established the 

University’s Washington Semester program in 1984, which has given more than 600 Kansas 

students the opportunity to work in D.C. A widely regarded expert on U.S. politics, he has 

published more than 30 books in various editions, including The New American Politician, Time, 

Politics, and Policy: A Legislative Year, The Sound of Money, and eight editions of Interest 

Group Politics. His most recent work includes the edited volumes The Unites States Senate: 

From Deliberation to Dysfunction and the Guide to Interest Groups and Lobbying.  In 2011, 

Loomis helped found the journal, Interest Groups & Advocacy, and he continues to serve as a co-

editor.A long-time contributor to National Public Radio, he also has written regular column for 

several newspaper chains. He served as Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius's director of 

administrative communication in 2005, and was the interim director of KU's Robert J. Dole 

Institute of Politics from 1997 through 2001. Loomis has served as a Fulbright Senior Scholar in 

Argentina and has lectured on American politics for the State Department in Brazil, Mexico, the 

West Indies, Malaysia, Singapore, Iraq, China, Taiwan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Brunei, and 

Indonesia. In 2013, he was served as the Fulbright-Flinders Distinguished Chair of American 

Politics in Adelaide, Australia.  

 



 

Meredith McGehee serves as Policy Director at the Campaign Legal Center where she directs 

the legislative and media policy efforts. In addition, she is the principal of  McGehee 

Strategies, which specializes in public interest advocacy campaigns. McGehee has been named 

seven times by The Hill as one of the top nonprofit/grassroots lobbyists in Washington. She 

speaks at universities and organizations around the country, has testified before Congress, and is 

frequently quoted in national newspapers including The New York Times, The Washington Post, 

USA Today, The Village Voice, Salon, Broadcasting & Cable, The Washington Timesand 

the Des Moines Register. She also has appeared on national news shows, including ABC, CBS, 

NBC, CNN, Bloomberg TV, C-Span and MSNBC.Prior to joining the Campaign Legal Center, 

McGehee served as President of the Alliance for Better Campaigns and Senior Vice President 

and Chief Lobbyist for Common Cause.  She was Legislative Director for U.S. Representative 

Lane Evans of Illinois and a legislative aide to U.S. Representative Dante Fascell of Florida. She 

served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Niger, West Africa and is a Phi Beta Kappa, cum 

laude graduate of Pomona College in California. 

 

Norman J. Ornstein is a resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy 

Research. He writes a weekly column called "Congress Inside Out" for Roll Call newspaper.  He 

was a principal election analyst in November 2012 for BBC News. He has written for the New 

York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, Foreign Affairs, and other major 

publications, and regularly appears on television programs like The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, 

Nightline, and Charlie Rose. At the 30
th

 Anniversary party for The NewsHour, he was 

recognized as the most frequent guest over the thirty years.  He was the first “pollster” for the 

Comedy Central network working with Al Franken in 1992, and was the first guest to appear 

twice on The Colbert Report. He serves as senior counselor to the Continuity of Government 

Commission, working to ensure that our institutions of government can be maintained in the 

event of a terrorist attack on Washington. He was a founder and board member of the National 

Commission on Public Service, known as the Volcker Commission. He co-chaired the 

Presidential Advisory Committee on the Public Interest Obligations of Digital Television 

Broadcasters, known as the Gore Commission.  He has co-directed the AEI-Brookings Election 

Reform Project and the Transition to Governing Project, among others. His campaign finance 

working group of scholars and practitioners helped shape the major law, known as 

McCain/Feingold, that reformed the campaign financing system. Legal Times referred to him as 

"a principal drafter of the law." He served for six years as a member of the Board of Directors of 

the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) and is currently on the boards of the Campaign Legal 

Center, the U.S. Capitol Historical Society, the Center for U.S. Global Engagement, and UCB, a 

global biopharmaceutical company. He was elected as a fellow of the American Academy of 

Arts and Sciences in 2004.  He was the recipient in 2006 of the American Political Science 

Association’s Goodnow Award for distinguished service to the profession. His alma mater, the 

University of Minnesota, gave him an honorary doctor of laws in 2007. Foreign Policy named 

him one of 100 outstanding Global Thinkers in 2012.His many books include The Permanent 

Campaign and Its Future, with Thomas E. Mann, Debt and Taxes: How America Got Into Its 

Budget Mess and What to Do About It, with John H. Makin. The Broken Branch: How Congress 

Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track, co-authored by Thomas E. Mann, was 

picked both by The Washington Post and the St. Louis Post-Dispatch as one of the best books of 

2006. Their latest book is the New York Times bestseller, It’s Even Worse Than It Looks: How 
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the American Constitutional System Collided With the New Politics of Extremism, named Book 

of the Year by Ezra Klein’s Wonkblog, one of the ten best political books of the year by The 

New Yorker, and one of the best books of 2012 by The Washington Post and National Journal. 

 

Trevor Potter is the founding President and General Counsel of the Campaign Legal Center, 

non-profit organization in Washington DC focused on improving the US campaign finance and 

election process. He is also a member in Caplin & Drysdale, where he leads the firm's Political 

Activity Law Practice. Mr. Potter is one of the country's best-known and most experienced 

campaign and election lawyers, and a former Commissioner (1991-1995) and Chairman (1994) 

of the Federal Election Commission. Mr. Potter has been described by the American Bar 

Association Journal as "hands-down one of the top lawyers in the country on the delicate 

intersection of politics, law and money." Mr. Potter has been listed as one of Washington's Best 

Lawyers by Washingtonian magazine and was recognized as a "Super Lawyer" by Washington 

DC Super Lawyers magazine in 2008. He served as General Counsel to the John McCain 2008 

campaign, and he was the legal counsel to Stephen Colbert's SuperPac "Americans for a Better 

Tomorrow, Tomorrow", which spotlighted the role of secret money in the 2012 election. Mr. 

Potter is a Nonresident Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution.  He has published several 

books and articles in the field, including: Political Activity, Lobbying Laws and Gift Rules 

Guide (West Publishing, Third Edition 2008, Second Edition 1999); The New Campaign Finance 

Sourcebook, Brookings Institution, 2005; and Federal Election Law and the Internet, Brookings 

Institution, 2000. He is a frequent guest speaker at a variety of professional meetings, has 

testified before Congress on federal election proposals and campaign finance regulation, and has 

taught campaign finance law at the University of Virginia School of Law and Oxford University. 

He Co-Chaired the American Bar Association (ABA) Task Force on Lobbying Regulation and 

Co-Chairs the ABA's Administrative Law Section's Election Law Committee and Co-Chairs the 

Advisory Committee of the Standing Committee on Election Law. 

 

Barbara Romzek is Dean of the School of Public Affairs at American University. She is 

recognized for her expertise in the area of public management and accountability with emphases 

on government reform, contracting, and network service delivery. Her research has encompassed 

complex work settings, including NASA, Congress, and the Air Force, as well as state agencies, 

local governments, and nonprofit agencies. Building upon her research on formal accountability, 

her recent work focuses on informal accountability in collaborative network settings.  Dr. 

Romzek, a Fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration, has received research 

awards from the American Society for Public Administration and the American Political Science 

Association. She has served on the governing boards for the Academy of Management, 

American Political Science Association, Midwest Political Science Association, and the National 

Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration; she currently serves on the Board 

of the Public Management Research Association. Prior to joining American University she held 

various academic leadership positions at the University of Kansas, including department 

chairperson, associate dean for social and behavioral sciences, interim dean of arts and sciences, 

and interim senior vice provost. Degrees: Ph.D., University of Texas at Austin; M.A., Western 

Michigan University; B.A., Oakland University, Rochester, Michigan 

 

Lisa Rosenberg is Sunlight's Government Affairs Consultant, lobbying Congress to make 

legislative changes to improve transparency in government. She has extensive experience in the 



legislative branch, having worked for many years on and off Capitol Hill. As a Legislative 

Assistant for Senator John Kerry, Lisa advised the senator on issues relating to technology, 

consumer protection, campaign finance reform and judicial nominations. As Counsel for the 

Senate Governmental Affairs Committee's Special Investigation into campaign finance 

irregularities, Lisa investigated illegal and improper campaign finance activities during the 1996 

federal election and coordinated hearings for Ranking Member John Glenn. Lisa's work off 

Capitol Hill includes her work as Congressional Liaison for the Legal Services Corporation 

(LSC), a federally funded nonprofit corporation providing civil legal assistance for the poor. As 

the Director of the FEC Watch Project at the Center for Responsive Politics, Lisa testified before 

the Senate Rules Committee on campaign finance reform issues and matters related to the 

Federal Election Commission. 

 

Thomas M. Susman became the Director of the Governmental Affairs Office of the American 

Bar Association in May 2008 and ABA Associate Executive Director, Washington Office, in 

February 2010. The Governmental Affairs Office serves as the focal point for the Association's 

advocacy efforts before Congress, the Executive Branch, and other governmental entities on 

diverse issues of importance to the legal profession. Prior to joining the ABA in 2008, he was a 

partner in the Washington Office of Ropes & Gray LLP for over 25 years. There his work 

included counseling, litigation, and lobbying on a wide range of regulatory, antitrust, lobbying, 

ethics, and information law issues. He handled legislative matters on behalf of both large and 

small clients – businesses, trade associations, and nonprofit organizations – in a variety of 

industries. He was active in seeking enactment of legislation, in obtaining appropriations for 

specific projects, in blocking or amending legislative proposals, and in counseling targets of 

congressional investigations. Typical projects involved homeland security, energy, tax code 

amendments, regulatory reform, intellectual property protection, environmental protection, 

access to government information, Native American issues, and antitrust law reform.Before 

joining Ropes & Gray, he served on Capitol Hill for over 11 years. He was Chief Counsel to the 

Senate Subcommittee on Administrative Practice and Procedure and General Counsel to the 

Antitrust Subcommittee and to the Senate Judiciary Committee. He is a nationally recognized 

expert on lobbying and freedom of information. He co-edits the American Bar Association’s 

Lobbying Manual; served as an adjunct professor on lobbying at The American University’s 

Washington College of Law; and chairs the Ethics Committee of the American League of 

Lobbyists.  His most recent articles on the subject address lobbying reform, reciprocity, 

contingent fee lobbying, and the proper role of campaign contributions in lobbying.  He has also 

written, taught, and lectured on transparency and access to government information; he received 

the American Library Association’s “Champion of Public Access” award in 2009 and the 

Collaboration on Government Secrecy’s “Robert Vaughn FOIA Legend” award in 2008, and is 

founder and president of the D.C. Open Government Coalition.  In 2011 he was named 

Outstanding Alumnus of the University of Texas Law School. Mr. Susman previously served in 

the ABA’s House of Delegates and on its Board of Governors. He is a member of the American 

Law Institute, was Chairman of the National Judicial College Board, and was president of the 

District of Columbia Public Library Foundation. He is a graduate of Yale University and 

received his J.D. from the University of Texas Law School, where he was editor-in-chief of the 

Texas Law Review. 

 



James A. Thurber is Distinguished Professor and Director of the Center for Congressional and 

Presidential Studies at American University. Under his direction, CCPS organizes the Campaign 

Management Institute, the Public Affairs and Advocacy Institute, and the European Public 

Affairs and Advocacy Institute. He is editor of the journal Congress and the Presidency. He was 

the principal investigator of a seven-year grant from The Pew Charitable Trusts to study 

campaign conduct and a four-year study of lobbying and ethics from the Committee for 

Economic Development. Dr. Thurber has been on the faculty at American University since 1974 

and was honored as the University Scholar/Teacher of the Year, is a Fellow of the National 

Academy of Public Administration, and has worked on four congressional reorganization efforts 

since 1976. He was legislative assistant to U.S. Senators Hubert H. Humphrey, William Brock, 

Adlai Stevenson III, and U.S. Representative David Obey. His latest publications are Rivals for 

Power: Presidential-Congressional Relations (2013, 5th Ed.), Campaigns and Elections, 

American Style (2013, 4th Ed.) with Candice Nelson. He is author and editor of numerous books 

and more than eighty articles on American politics including Obama in Office (2011) (available 

from http://www.paradigmpublishers.com), Congress and the Internet (2002) with Colton 

Campbell, The Battle for Congress: Consultants, Candidates, and Voters (2001), Crowded 

Airwaves: Campaign Advertising in Elections (2001) with Candice J. Nelson and David A. 

Dulio and Campaign Warriors: Political Consultants in Elections (2000). Dr. Thurber earned a 

PhD in political science from Indiana University and was an American Political Science 

Association Congressional Fellow and is a Fellow of the National Academy of Public 

Administration. He received the 2010 APSA Walter Beach Pi Sigma Alpha award for his work 

combining applied and academic research and the 2013 Mark O. Hatfield Scholar of the Year 

Award. 


