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W H A T  I S  F O I A ?

• Freedom of Information Act

• Applies specifically to executive branch agencies, excluding offices of president and vice president

• May take time

• May cost money



“…each agency, upon any request for 
records which (i) reasonably describes 

such records and (ii) is made in 
accordance with published rules . . . 

shall make the records promptly 
available to any person.”

Agencies must search “manually or by automated means, agency 
records for the purpose of locating those records which are responsive to 

a request.”



S T R A T E G I E S  F O R  S U C C E S S F U L  R E Q U E S T S

• Be creative!

• Be polite!

• Be specific!

• Be practical!



E X E M P T I O N S

• National defense or foreign policy information

• Internal personnel documents, medical documents, and others that violate personal privacy

• Specific exemptions in other statutes

• Privileged or confidential commercial information, e.g. trade secrets, litigation documents

• Records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes that risk specific harms

• Documents regarding financial institution regulation

• Documents that reveal oil well data





O P E N  R E C O R D S  R E Q U E S T S

• State and local governments

• Different for each locality

• Some localities and agencies have a form to fill out





R E S O U R C E S

• DOJ FOIA guide: https://www.justice.gov/oip/department-justice-freedom-information-act-reference-
guide

• RCFP state by state information: https://www.rcfp.org/open-government-guide/ 

• DC FOIA guide: https://dc.gov/page/freedom-information-act-foia 
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