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PREETI MENON 
Preeti Menon, Interim Director, first joined the JPO team as a Drug 

Court Consultant.  Having previously worked at the Department of 

Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance on public defense, Preeti ac-

cepted the role of Right to Counsel (R2C) Project Director in 2014, 

an initiative Preeti feels is an essential component of the criminal 

justice reform conversation. In May 2016, she stepped into the In-

terim Director position, a transition made easy by her strong rela-

tionships with national and federal partners. For Preeti, it’s im-

portant to have a presence and to connect with partners on a per-

sonal level, especially when representing a national organization as 

JPO. Given her vast experience, Preeti offers the following advice for those looking to pursue a ca-

reer in criminal justice: “There are so many layers to criminal justice, from research specialists to pol-

icy and now using social media coordination to promote initiatives, so find what interests you and 

the role in which you fit.” Once you find your interests, your passion will prompt success.  

  

At JPO, passion and criminal justice reform go hand in hand. This passion is what allows us to suc-

cessfully collaborate with courts across the country and work with various partners on a variety of 

initiatives. One of Preeti’s favorite JPO memories is the R2C National Consortium Inaugural Meeting. 

The success was a huge step forward for R2C and she looks forward to the Second R2C Meeting in 

October.  As for JPO’s upcoming projects, she says, “There are so many things to be excited about! 

I’m excited about JPO’s possibility for expansion through promoting research and innovation. I see 

this office as a center where people can come for all different types of criminal justice issues. I can 

foresee us to be the John Jay of DC!”  In terms of running the office, she says, “You have to instill a 

culture where you can give staff and professionals the tools and resources, thereby allowing them to 

take ownership and be successful. I like where we’re headed and I’m excited to see the office grow.” 

 

When not working on justice reform, Preeti loves to travel with her husband and three kids. She has 

been to Malaysia, Paris, India, Greece and Singapore, to name a few. Next on her list? “I’d love to go 

to Ireland.” Sláinte!  


