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Blaine Stum, Research Specialist I, graduated from 
Gonzaga University in 2012 with a B.A. in Political 

Science. He went on to work as a Legislative Assistant 
for Councilmembers in the Spokane City Council for 

three and a half years. He also served as the chair of the 

Human Rights Commission for two years and was the 

lead researcher and author of the Spokane Gender and 
Race Pay Equity Report. He worked as the President of 

an LGBT organization OutSpokane, focusing on victim 
advocacy with hate crime victims. With that 
organization, he led in-service training for the Spokane 

Police Department on hate crimes and cultural 
competency. He formed a jail innovation team that 

worked with the National Institute of Corrections to 
start implementing recommendations in jails after 

complaints of mistreatment had been reported to DOJ. Through this work, as well as his work focusing 
on Public Safety, Blaine became fascinated with the criminal justice system and it’s reform efforts. This 

fascination led him to American University, where he is currently pursuing his Masters degree in 
Political Science and joined team JPO in July 2016.  

For those interested in a career in criminal justice, Blaine advises them to hone their skill set and pursue 

their interests.  “There are so many different avenues in criminal justice reform from policy to research, 
it’s helpful to narrow your focus by knowing what you are interested in. Get to know people in the field 
and learn as much about it as possible.” Making connections is essential in the criminal justice field – it is 

only through collaboration that we can enact true change. Collaboration is one of the fundamental 
elements of the Justice Programs Office. Blaine’s favorite memory of his time at this office so far has 

been going on site visits to various treatment courts. “Reading the literature on the courts is not the 
same as getting to see it firsthand. From meeting the judges and staff, to witnessing a drug court 

graduation and seeing how the court operates– it’s an incredible experience.” As for the future of JPO, 
Blaine, a self-proclaimed research nerd, is excited about working on the Annual Drug Court Survey, 

studying how courts operate, their demographics, who follows best practices and standards, and more.  
Find out more about the Drug Court Survey & the National Drug Court Resource Center here.  

A fun fact about Blaine is that before switching his major to Political Science in undergrad, he was going 

to film school to be a screenwriter. His favorite genre to write? Horror and psychological thrillers.  

http://www.ndcrc.org/

