
CIVIL LEGAL AID HELPS  
PREVENT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

THE NEED 

Nearly one in four American women have experienced domestic violence. On average, more 
than three women are murdered by their intimate partners in the United States every day. 
More than 15 million children in the United States live in families where partner violence 
has occurred, and seven million children live in families where severe partner violence has 
occurred. These acts of violence compromise public safety, restrict the U.S. economy, and 
destroy American lives. 

In California, about 2,800 adults and children receive non-residential domestic violence 
services on a daily basis. But more than 1,000 requests for services go unmet every day, 
usually as a result of inadequate funding.  

LEGAL AID HELPS 

• Prevent future violence by obtaining, renewing and enforcing protective orders in
court, providing resources to law enforcement and making perpetrators
accountable through legal remedies, including incarceration.

• Secure or modify child custody orders so that a mother and her children can
legally and safely leave the batterer.

• Counsel victims about safety and other legal concerns.
• Provide holistic legal services to break the links between victim and abuser,

such as in matters related to separation and divorce proceedings, employment,
immigration status, and financial and housing problems.

• Ensure that immigrant victims come forward and report crimes by seeking
immigration relief such as U-visas or T-visas, specially designed visas for victims of
crime such as domestic violence and trafficking.

• Strengthen and stabilize families by mitigating needs for medical and mental
health services, special education and counseling for affected children, and reduced
workplace absences.



“Research tells us that effective legal representation is the 
single most important factor in whether victims are able to 
escape this domestic violence cycle. 

Yet, studies estimate that less than 1 in 5 low-income 
victims of domestic violence ever get to see a lawyer.”  

~Vice President Joe Biden 
CALIFORNIA LEGAL AID RESPONDS 

Thousands of domestic violence victims in California receive life-saving help from legal aid 
lawyers every year. For example: 

• Bay Area Legal Aid works in a collaborative network of providers of assistance to
crime victims to provide comprehensive services to victims of human
trafficking. They provide direct legal assistance and are building regional
infrastructure to serve the target population. Bay Area Legal Aid also provides
services through its Domestic Violence Prevention Project including restraining
orders, custody orders, and VAWA enforcement.

• California Indian Legal Services, in partnership with the Strong Hearted Native
Women’s Coalition, provides holistic, comprehensive, and culturally
appropriate advocacy and legal assistance to victims of domestic violence,
sexual assault, dating violence and stalking in San Diego County. Their services
range from crisis intervention assistance to restraining orders.

• The Los Angeles County Bar Association Domestic Violence Project assists pro
per litigants prepare the complicated and lengthy legal documents required in
order to file for temporary restraining orders

Legal Aid finds safety for family 

Mae and her three children were living in 
Section-8 housing when her estranged 
husband began stalking and threatening 
them. Mae tried to get a restraining order 
against her husband but was unsuccessful 
because she had been unable to locate 
him to serve him the order. Mae 

contacted Bay Area Legal Aid for help. 
BayLegal worked with the Housing 
Authority to facilitate a housing transfer. 
They also provided Mae with a family law 
advocate, who helped her obtain a 3-year 
restraining order and a divorce from her 
abuser. Thanks to BayLegal’s advocates, 
Mae and her children are now safe from 
their abuser and are beginning a new life.


