
CIVIL LEGAL AID HELPS  
PREVENT ELDER ABUSE 

THE NEED 

A hidden epidemic in America threatens far too many of the nation’s seniors: elder abuse 
affects approximately 10% of people age 60 and older, and close to 50% of people with 
dementia. Victimized by strangers and those on whom they depend, elder abuse leads to 
premature deaths and increased hospitalizations and it depletes resources and burdens 
our health care, financial, and judicial systems.  

California leads the nation, seeing an estimated 11% of all elder abuse cases. Adult 
Protective Services in California in 2014 received around 12,000 reports of elder abuse per 
month. This figure has steadily increased in recent years, and is likely far outpaced by the 
number of unreported cases of abuse. 

LEGAL AID HELPS 

x Protect physical safety by doing a holistic intake of elders and providing legal
help to break an abuser’s control over the victim with protective orders and
guardianship proceedings.

x Advise and coordinate with other agencies and service providers that respond
to elder abuse, including law enforcement agencies, adult protective services, long-
term care ombudsmen, financial service providers, and victim service providers.

x Provide legal advice for collateral problems flowing from elder abuse,
including income security, health care, mental health, safety, long-term care,
nutrition, housing, and utilities.

x Secure government benefits such as Medicaid and veterans’ benefits, by
explaining eligibility requirements, properly documenting applications, and
appealing erroneous denials.
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“Survivors of elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation need 
access to civil legal services to secure safe housing, 
health and medical resources and other basic needs to 
help them regain a life of dignity in older age.” 

~Kathy Greenlee, Assistant Secretary for Aging 
Administration of the Administration for Community Living 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 
CALIFORNIA LEGAL AID RESPONDS 

With numerous legal aid organizations focusing exclusively on serving seniors and many 
others with robust senior programs, numerous legal aid attorneys in California are fighting 
elder abuse. For example: 

x Legal Assistance for Seniors works closely with Adult Protective Services, the District
Attorney’s Office, the courts, and law enforcement to assist Alameda County residents
who are victims of physical, emotional or financial elder abuse.  They provide an array
of direct legal services to victims and offer an extensive program of community
education presentations on topics related to elder abuse. Our services help elder abuse
victims to live free from the trauma, mental anguish and financial devastation wrought
by abusers.

x The Legal Aid Society of Orange County’s Senior Citizens Legal Advocacy Program
provides free, courteous, high-quality legal services to Orange County seniors
experiencing elder abuse and many related legal issues. At bi-weekly clinics, volunteer
attorneys help individuals with paperwork to request elder abuse restraining orders.

Lawyer protects grandmother & 
granddaughter from their abuser 

When a 63 year old Atwater woman was 
being abused by her daughter, she called 
the police for help. The police came to her 
home but told her there was nothing they 
could do without a court order. An attorney 

from Central California Legal Services 
obtained an elder abuse restraining order, 
protecting both the woman and her 
granddaughter over whom she had custody. 
The order required the abusive daughter to 
move out of the home, protecting the 
woman from any further abuse.
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