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Genevieve Citrin 

Genevieve Citrin, Senior Program Associate, has always 
been interested in a career in law and criminal justice 

and after graduating from Tuft University, she was 
exploring her options when a family friend suggested 

she apply to be a public investigator intern at the Public 
Defender Service in DC.  This internship led to an 

investigator position at PDS for four and a half years. 
Working at PDS opened her eyes to criminal justice’s 

systemic problems as she saw the same people get 
stuck in the system over and over again; it inspired her 
to focus on policy work for systemic change. She then 

went to University of Michigan and received her 
Masters in Public Policy. However, she grew up in DC 

and it’s here, through her work with the Public 
Defender Service, that she found her true passion for 

public policy. She knew upon graduation that she wanted to return to DC and in May 2015, she joined 
JPO.  

For those interested in a career in criminal justice, Genevieve recommends taking time off between 

undergrad and grad school to test yourself on what you want to do. She had originally wanted to go to 
law school but after working at the Public Defender Service, realized her true passion was policy. “You 

should work on the ground in the field with real system players and make sure you are doing what you 
want to be doing.” Genevieve has lots of wonderful JPO memories but her favorite consist of her work on 
the Right to Counsel National Campaign, particularly the Inaugural and Second Annual Meetings of the 

National Consortium. It’s a topic that’s near and dear to her heart. “I have the opportunity to work with 
unlikely allies and different stakeholders with our common overall mission to safeguard the Right to 

Counsel. It’s an incredible experience to see all the hard work culminate and to see the full picture on a 
national stage.” As for the future of JPO, Genevieve is excited to build off of the energy and passion for 

criminal justice issues of the staff as we work towards making this a fairer system. “I’m excited to see 
how we grow and work with policy change.” 

A fun fact about Genevieve is that her middle name was legally changed when she was six years old. 

When she was born, her parents named her after her paternal grandfather’s great grandmother (phew) 
but used the English version of the Russian name. Genevieve’s mom decided she liked the Russian 

version, Elena, much better but the English name was already written on the birth certificate.   


