
WHO’S WHO IN THE SPA CERTIFICATE IN 
ADVANCED LEADERSHIP STUDIES PROGRAM

SPA 361, SPA 362 and SPA 391 FALL SEMESTER 
INSTRUCTION
Dr. Paul Manuel, SPA Leadership Program Faculty Director & Distinguished 
Scholar in Residence,  Department of Government  (Ph.D. in Government, 
Georgetown University)
Office: Kerwin 211

Dr. Manuel is the faculty director of the SPA Certificate Program in 
Advanced Leadership Studies. He teaches SPA 361, SPA 362 and SPA 391 
every fall semester. Program focus: curriculum, student advising, special 
approvals for courses, professional/graduate school opportunities.  Email: 
pmanuel@american.edu 

Ayana Wilson, Professorial Lecturer, Department of Government & 
Director of Student Involvement (M.Ed., Adult and Higher Education 
Administration, University of Oklahoma Office: University Center,  Mary 
Graydon 271

Professor Wilson teaches SPA 361 in the fall semester. She is the director of 
Student Involvement at American University. She brings over 10 years of 
leadership experience to the program. Program focus: the development of  
leadership curricula, retreats,  & leadership  education to promote student 
success. Email: awilson@american.edu 



WHO’S WHO IN THE SPA CERTIFICATE IN 
ADVANCED LEADERSHIP STUDIES PROGRAM

SPA 361 SPRING SEMESTER INSTRUCTION

Calvin Haney, Professorial Lecturer, Department of Government 
& Associate Director of Leadership Development, Student 
Involvement  (MAIS Higher Education, George Mason University) 

Professor Haney teaches SPA 361 and is the Associate Director for 
Leadership Development for the University Center & Student 
Activities. 

Program focus: the development of  leadership curricula & 
leadership  education and promote success through co-curricular 
programming initiatives, including retreats

Ayana Wilson, Professorial Lecturer, Department of Government 
& Director of Student Involvement (M.Ed., Adult and Higher 
Education Administration, University of Oklahoma Office: 
University Center,  Mary Graydon 271

Professor Wilson teaches SPA 361 in the spring:
e-mail: awilson@american.edu 



WHO’S WHO IN THE SPA CERTIFICATE IN 
ADVANCED LEADERSHIP STUDIES PROGRAM

SPA 362, SPA 391, and SPA 460  SPRING 
SEMESTER INSTRUCTION

Dr. Reginald Wells, (Ph.D. in Psychology, Temple University) 
Dr. Wells is Professorial Lecturer in the Department of Public Administration 
and Policy.  He was named Deputy Commissioner of the Social Security 
Administration’s (SSA) Office of Human Resources effective July 15, 2002 
after serving short tenures as Deputy Associate Commissioner for Disability 
Program Policy and Senior Advisor in the Office of Disability and Income 
Security Programs. Dr. Wells also serves as the Chief Human Capital Officer 
for SSA

Dr. Wells teaches SPA 362 in the spring. Email: wells@American.edu 

Dr. Paul Manuel, SPA Leadership Program Faculty Director & Distinguished 
Scholar in Residence,  Department of Government  (Ph.D. in Government, 
Georgetown University)
Office: Kerwin 211

Dr. Manuel teaches SPA 391 (Leadership Internship) and 460 (Senior 
Capstone Course) every spring.



Kim Westemeier, Faculty Innovation Technologist, Center for Teaching, Research and Learning (M.A., International Training and Education, American University )

Program Focus: Kim works with students to develop their SPA Leadership Portfolios
Email: kpulford@american.edu

Olivia Ivey,  SPA Assistant Librarian, University Library (Masters of Library Science - University of Maryland)

Program Focus: Olivia works with students working on their social action leadership projects, expecially to develop their research question, annotated 
bibliography and literature review. Email: oivey@American.edu

Justin Williams Assistant Director, SPA Undergraduate Recruitment & Retention
Kerwin Hall , 102

Program Focus: Organizes Eagle-summit and other admissions-related events. Also organizes SPA-wide  research symposium each spring.
Email: jwilliam@american.edu

Justin Harris, Career Advisor, SPA Career Center

Program focus: He works with leadership students to help develop their resumes , internship opportunities and career options.

==============================================================================================================================================================

Program support: James Helms. Administrative Assistant, Department of Government
School of Public Affairs helms@american.edu SPA – Government ,Kerwin Hall – 230

Chennelle  Ashman, SPA Events Coordinator, Kerwin Hall , dean’s suite, third floor
Program Focus: Assists with event leadership program event planning. 
Email: ashman@american.edu

WHO’S WHO IN THE SPA CERTIFICATE IN ADVANCED LEADERSHIP STUDIES PROGRAM: 
PROGRAM SUPPORT FROM ACROSS CAMPUS
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Nat Williamson, SPA academic counselor for the leadership program (M.A., Education, American University)

Program focus: Nat counsels students in the SPA leadership program. Email: nwillia@american.edu

Marcy Fink Campos, Adjunct Professor, Department of History: Director, Center for Community Engagement & Service (MA in International Education, Stanford University) 
Office: Center for Community Engagement & Service, Mary Graydon - 273 

Program focus: Marcy oversees community-based learning initiatives and provides resources for the first-year issue groups. Her office also runs the “Explore DC through 
Service” program for freshmen and welcomes leadership program students to campus. 
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