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Impact on Washington: WINS 20th Anniversary!
2

Fall 2013 marks the end of nineteen years of WINS and the beginning of twenty! As we enter our twentieth
year, American University and the School of Professional and Extended Studies (SPExS) want to sincerely thank
our sponsors, partners, and alumni for ensuring we are able to continue to provide the largest Native experiential education program in the country. We speak on behalf on each of the students when we say, “Thank you”.

WINS Alumni Highlight: Melissa Clyde: 2 Currently, Fall 2013 students are being challenged in a healthy way by all that DC has to offer. So far, they

have experienced a federal government shutdown, managing evening courses while interning forty hours a
week, living in a historic row house on Capital Hill, exploring the neighborhoods, and, most importantly, growing
professionally and personally.
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Tribal Affiliation

Catelin Aiwohi

Native Hawaiian

Social Security Administration

Anya Ashley

Navajo Nation

Social Security Administration

Xavier Barraza

Hopland Band of Pomo Indians

United States Department of Treasury

Tyler Braswell

Chickasaw Nation

Social Security Administration

Reginald Bullock II

Shinnecock Indians

United States Agency for International
Development

Julie Cahoon

Confederated Salish & Kootenai
Social Security Administration
Tribes of the Flathead Reservation

Heather Curley

Navajo Nation

National Credit Union Administration

Mia Francis

Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe

Social Security Administration

Lucretia Lovato

Pueblo of Santo Domingo

Center for Native American Youth

Nicole Macias

Navajo Nation

Social Security Administration

Clifford Owl

Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians of North Carolina

Office of the Chief Economist, USDA
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Sponsor

We are pleased to welcome a new WINS Program Assistant, Aundrea Baker. She
can be reached at 202-895-4879 and wins@american.edu. The WINS office is
always happy to chat with friends of the program. Please, do not hesitate to reach
out to us.

Sincerely,

Shannon Effler
Assistant Director, WINS
Phone:(202) 895-4879

Fax: (202) 895-4882

School of Professional & Extended Studies

Email: wins@american.edu
American University

Website: http://www.american.edu/spexs/wins/
4400 Massachusetts Ave, NW Washington, DC 20016
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About “WINS”
American University’s Washington Internships for Native Students (WINS) offers American
Indian/ Alaskan Native/ Native
Hawaiian undergraduate and
graduate students the opportunity to build leadership skills
while living, studying and interning in Washington DC.

WINS Students, Summer 2013

Developed in response to the
White House Initiative on American Indians and Alaska Natives,
this program offers qualified
students full scholarships,
funded by American University
and sponsoring organizations.

Program participants gain
knowledge, practical work experience and academic credit
through this comprehensive
and intensive program. In addition to working in an academically supervised internship,
students also take a variety of
classes at American University,
including an internship class.
Academic courses are designed
specifically for the WINS program and focus on issues important to AI/AN/NH communities through a combination of
lectures, discussions, relevant

readings, research projects,
and guest speakers.
Cultural and social activities
take place throughout the
program. Recent events have
included picnics with mentors
and internship supervisors
and a summer powwow to
honor WINS participants. In
their free time, students are
encouraged to Washingtonarea sites, such as the National Museum of the American Indian, the Pentagon, and
Capitol Hill.

WINS Alumni Highlight: Melissa Clyde
“I had an amazing experience
at WINS…..These are
memories I’ll never forget and
will always be able to share.”
-Melissa Clyde, WINS Alumni
Summer 2000

Melissa Clyde, WINS
Summer 2000
Phone:(202) 895-4879

Melissa Clyde, a member of the
Navajo Tribe, and a participant in
the WINS program in the Summer
of 2000, tells the story of her professional journey and how WINS
has impacted her career focus.
Every WINS participant has their
own personal story and memories
of WINS. Melissa’s story is one
filled with happiness, reverence,
and deep appreciation. Melissa
began her internship experience in
WINS at the Department of Veterans Affairs, where she interned
under the supervision of the Undersecretary of Veterans Affairs. She
explained that she took her duties
“very seriously”, stating, “Working
with the undersecretary taught me
many things. I learned how to be a
leader, to listen and to be a listener. I saw how important it was
to be honest and maintain professionalism, all while having sincere
respect for those who served.”
Melissa was also the first American
Indian to work in the Undersecretary’s office, which provided her
the important opportunity to teach
someone whom she respected
about her culture, community, and
tribal family. She states,
“Sometimes we would sit in the

Fax: (202) 895-4882
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same room and just talk. My father, grandpa, and uncles were all
servicemen so I would share with
him their experiences and he was
open to learning about our culture
and how Natives honor their service men and women.”
It was these personal connections
with her supervisor and members
of the Washington, D.C. community
that Melissa says made her understand why it was important to be a
leader and to represent Indian
Country proudly and professionally.
It allowed her to be a “good steward of Indian Country as many
federal agencies and workers do
not understand the historical and
legal relationship of the federal
and tribal governments.”
Realizing her passions and career
goals at WINS and recognizing the
importance of furthering her education, Melissa pursued a Master’s
Degree in Social Work and is currently the Senior Director at Casey
Family Programs in Denver, Colorado. Although her office focuses
on Indian Child Welfare issues,
Melissa recently saw her WINS
experiences become apparent in
her professional career. “I was
working on a project which in-

Email: wins@american.edu
American University

volved making a link between
veterans and child abuse by
servicemen and women who
return home with illnesses. I got
really excited because I knew of
the appropriate people to call
and contact because of my internship at WINS. I knew right
away who I should be having
conversations with about the
project of child abuse and veterans and its impact on child welfare, it made my WINS experiences come full-circle.”
One of the last messages that
Melissa wanted to relay to future
WINS students is “to truly take
advantage of the opportunities
and treasure the experiences
that others may never have”. She
goes on to say, “I had an amazing experience at WINS. I was
invited to tour the White House
and received a special tour of the
Oval Office. I was able to hear a
life-impacting speech by Janet
Napolitano and to attend the
White House Executive Staff
Picnic and be on the other side of
the fence for once. These are
memories I’ll never forget and
will always be able to share.”

Website: http://www.american.edu/spexs/wins/
4400 Massachusetts Ave NW Washington, DC 20016
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WINS Sponsorship Opportunities
A meaningful internship experience is at the heart of the WINS
program and provides professional, real-world work experience. Special arrangements
are made with a wide range of
federal agencies, private firms,
and AI/AN organizations to
provide a focused, academically-supervised internship
experience for WINS participants.
For selected students, program
expenses are shared by American University and internship
sponsors. The cost to the sponsoring agency per intern is
$10,900 for Summer 2014 and
$18,200 during the 2014 semesters. Program expenses
include all tuition and fees for 6

academic credits in the summer
(9 credits in Fall and Spring);
round-trip travel between the
participant’s home and Washington D.C.; housing; books, materials and other academic and social support needed for successful completion of classes and
internship; a full orientation program; ongoing community building activities and educational
tours; and a weekly stipend for
meals and personal expenses.
If you would like more information on sponsoring WINS students, please contact the WINS
Office at 202-895-4879;
wins@american.edu or
Shannon Effler at
seffler@american.edu; 202-8855934.

WINS would like to sincerely
thank each of our wonderful
sponsors for their support
throughout the years and recognize our current sponsors.
2013 Fall Sponsors



Social Security
Administration



National Credit Union
Administration



WINS Students, Summer 2013

Office of the Chief Economist, USDA



The Center for Native American Youth



United States Agency for
International Development



United States Department of
Treasury

“WINS has helped me in
networking with more young
professionals who are the
future leaders of Indian

WINS Current Student Spotlight: Nicole Macias
Our student interview section
features Nicole Macias, a 2013
Fall WINS participant. Nicole is a
member of the Navajo Tribe
located in To’hajiilee, NM. She
received her Bachelor’s Degree
in American Indian Studies from
Haskell Indian Nations University in Lawrence, KS.
When asked to explain how her
WINS internship experience has
impacted her leadership and
community development skills
Nicole explained, “I have enhanced my professional skills
and started to network with
people within the Washington
D.C. area. The skills I have
learned here in D.C. will ultimately help me in advocating for
my tribe and my community in
the areas of higher education,
health, and policy.”
Nicole continued, “My personal
and professional growth has
grown a lot because you get to

Phone:(202) 895-4879

meet someone new practically
every day, whether it is on the
metro to work or simply getting
coffee at your local Starbucks.
When you meet someone new
you also have a chance to help
change a non-Native’s perspective of what a real Native American is. Thanks to Haskell, I have
been able to provide individuals
with information of American
Indian tribes. Also with the help
of WINS, I have been able to
connect with people who are at
the forefront in advocating for
Indian Country.”
Nicole also summarized how her
experience here at WINS has
impacted her view of the needs
of Indian Country at large explaining, “With my participation
at WINS it has given me a bigger
understanding of the needs of
Indian Country. It has also
taught me that we can accomplish so much if we all work
together and with one voice.

Fax: (202) 895-4882

School of Professional & Extended Studies

We are all different but when
we have a common goal and
one voice, that impact could be
greater than one can imagine.
WINS has helped me in networking with more young professionals who are the future
leaders of Indian Country.”
Nicole ended the interview by
stating that one of the most
important things that she has
learned at WINS that she
would like to share with others
is that “When you are given an
opportunity to go somewhere
take that opportunity. Home
will still be there and your family is always with you, because
you take them with you wherever you go. Your family is
displayed in how you carry
yourself, your attitude, and
your morals. Not only are you
representing your family but
you are also representing your
tribe and community.”

Email: wins@american.edu
American University

Country.”
-Nicole Macias, Fall 2013

WINS Students, Fall 2013

Website: http://www.american.edu/spexs/wins/
4400 Massachusetts Ave NW Washington, DC 20016
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Program Profile: Fall 2013
Each semester the WINS program is able to attract some of the of best and brightest Native students from across
the country!
Here is a quick run-down of our WINS students from Fall 2013:
Number of students: 11
Number of tribes: 9
Undergraduates: 2
Postgraduates/Graduates: 9
Average GPA: 3.1
Number of home institutions: 10
Number of majors: 7
Students interning in Native advocacy agencies: 1

Upcoming WINS Initiatives/Events
Alumni & Friends of WINS Gathering: Wednesday, October 23rd, 6:00-8:00pm
AISES Conference: Thursday, October 31st– Saturday, November 2nd
Information Webinar : Thursday, November 14th, 4:00 pm EDT

WINS Application Deadlines
Spring 2014

Summer 2014

Fall 2014

Priority Deadline:
October 15, 2013

Priority Deadline:
February 15, 2014

Priority Deadline:
June 15, 2014

Final Deadline:
November 1, 2013

Final Deadline:
March 1, 2014

Final Deadline:
July 1, 2014

*Please contact the WINS office for more details
Phone:(202) 895-4879

Fax: (202) 895-4882

School of Professional & Extended Studies

Email: wins@american.edu
American University

Website: http://www.american.edu/spexs/wins/
4400 Massachusetts Ave NW Washington, DC 20016

